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TOWN OF BELFAST. 



The Town of BsLFAar U ntuaied ia lalitode 54« 
86^ north, and in longitude 5^ S4f west^ firom<3reen«» 
wioh. It stands at the southern extremity of , Car- 
jrickfergus bay, and at the month of the river Lagan, 
being extremely low in situation, but w^ adapted 
for all the purposes of tn^de. A chain of mountains, 
less than two miles distant towards the n<Hrth and 
west, bestows uncommon grandeur and- beau^ oq 
tbo general appearance of this town. 

Belfast,. thongli at present so cdnspieuous for 
commercial and political importance, is generally 
supposed to be of very modem origin. This is in a 2L!!^Sl 
great measure correct, for there i9 not undoubtedly 
a town in the kingdom which has adyaneed to emi- 
I with equal rapidity, or whiidi has been so lit*/ 
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tl^ diBtinguished in the ancient history of Ireland, 
and 8o much in the modem. The notices which are 
to be found in the works of the early writers on 
Irish affairs relatiyeto Belfiist are brief and scanty, 
while the state and occurrences of places, now com- 
paratively inconsiderable, are often accurately and 
precisely detailed. 

Notwithstanding these circumstances, thiere is 
good reason to believe that a village of sofne kind 
has existed here froiQ a very remote period. The 
Lagan, forming fcnr many miles the boundary be- 
tween the counties of Down and Antrim, was ford- 
able at this place, which ford, it is probable, formed, 
at least for a considerable distance, the principal • 
means of communication between the inhabitants 
of the oppoMte sides of the river, and was in general 
use for this purpose before the erection of the long 
bridge in 1682. 

' The titmost obscurity and perplexity, however, 
attend the derivation of the name. In ** A Map of 
Ireland previous to the thirteenth century,'* affixed 
to Seward'9 Hibernian Gaasetteer, it is marked un- 
der the name of Bealqfar^adf whi9h means, accord- 
ing to some, kwrdJUford tawn^ while others have 
translated it, the mouth of the pool. Either of these 
explanations might receive some corroboration from . 
local facis, but as it is matter of complete hypothesis, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



h 

thfere seeins to beftinple room for farttier speeulatioA; 
It is inuch leak difficult to form reasonable eonjecw 
tores on the miserable condition of the place, ieit the 
eaFlier periods of its history, consisting, it^ is pro- 
bable, only of the rude dwellings of the ferrymen, 
dr those concerned in the accommodation of the few 
traTellers who might have occasion to Tisita wild 
and unfineqnented oonniry. It is possible that such 
may have been the state of Belfast t&t many years* 
after the English inyasion, or that important event 
may have evon been prior to the first settlement of . . .-r 
inhabitants at this spot. 

A FEW years after the arrival of the English, 
Ulster was granted to John De Courcey, on condi- 
tion of conquering it. With this intention he over- 
van, in 1177, a considerable part of the province, 
erecting many castles to secure his precarious ac- 
quisitions. There is no account that the castle of S^jg^iS^i^ 
Belfast was among the number, but it is certain that m^ ' ^ 
as the power of the English extended, this place, 
from the exceDence of its situation, between the co-' 
lony at Carrickfergus and their possessions in the 
Ards, would soon attract the attention of a resolute 
eiemy, whose inducements to war were urgent, and 
whose principal safety lay in the possession of forti- 
fidattions to overpowor less experienced but mote nu- 
mat>as opponents. The first notice accordingly 
which is taken of this town, in Iribh history, is a 
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emdiwiTe proof of ijU haYiiig been an Baglkk set^ 
tlement, not, probi^bly, ^tablished by De Couroeyp 
but by some of the subsequent adyenturers. The 
Irish, irritated by the oppressions of their invaden,. 
9nd by the contrast betweai their own situation and 
that of the Soots, who bad lately regained their 
freedom, offered the most alluring proposals to 
Bdward Bruce, for bis assistance in the expulsion 
of the English. The In-other of the Scottish mo* 
nardi accepted the invitation with alacrity, and 
landed, witb a. considerable force, at Larne, in the 
year 1315, At first, nothing was able to resist 
his progress, and Belfast is mentioned, by Spenser, 
as among the -^ good towns and strong holds'* 
which he destroyed,* Had this place been then in 
possession of the Irish, it would undoubtedly have 
escaped the deyastation of the Scottish army, 
Though the enterprise of Bruce proved Anally abor- 
tive, its consequences were permanent and disastrous. 
The English power was almost destroyed in Ulster, 
The Irish clans contii|ued their victorious depre4a-« 
tions, and extiqpated the colonists, or so far weak-^ 
ened their strength, as to possess, for nearly two 
centuries, the principal sway in this province. Bel- 
fast, thus wasted, returned to its original insignifi-. 
cance, though the castle, if not originally built, was 
repaired at this juncture by the Irish chiefs. Many, 
curious and important events doubtless took place 
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liere Aunng tiiese two centiiriet. The diMeiiiSoM 
between the houses of York and Lencmter, and the 
extension of war or conquest in other places, prevent-* 
cd for so long a tune any decisiTO measures on the 
part of the English to recover their ibrm^ posses^ 
aions. Those of tiuit country who remtdned^ either 
adopted tiie language and customs of the natiTes, or 
tnsiffed their safety by that mtfk of inferiority mad 
vassalage, the payment of Blaei Bemi. 

• But in the reign of Henry the Seventh, md mil- 
der the administration of Gerald, Earl of Kildare, 
the English power becoming again predominant, 
a le-conquest of the northern stations possessed by 
the Irish was attempted on several occasions. 
This was one of the places which required the pre- 
sence of the lord deputy. In two incursions, there- 
fore, which the Earl of Kildare made into Ulster, 
he twkse destroyed, without much opposition, the kiumT^ 
castle of Belfast** Nine years intervened between 
these expeditions, the first having been in 15QS, 
and the second in 1512. It was repaired by the 
Irish chiefs in the interval ; but after its second de- 
molition, it remained for a number of years in a nun- 
otts and neglected state. Neither party, it is pro- 
bnble, was sufficiently strong to take possession of 
so important a post. The brief relations of the 
scirare or destruction of the castle, are the only ma* 

• Coa'i Blmmj arit^M, ^ WL 
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jterihls from .^hich we can infer the hisUNTy of Oaq 
.town at thia early period ) and after the abandon-f 
ment of the fortress in 1512, it is probable tha.t th^ 
few rude habitations which surrounded it, experient 
ced a similar fate^ In the forty years which succeed^ 
ed the last expedition of the Earl of Kildare^ this 
place, from its open and exposed situation, must haT« 
been yery defencdess^ and partichilarly exposed to th^ 
inroads of the .contending parties. There is reason^ 
to think from the following curious notice, that these 
conjectures are well founded, and that the calalbi- 
tons effectd of this predatory warfare were experien^ 
ced here in an extraordinary degree. " In 1545, the 
Earl of Ormond marched with his soldiers from 
Carrickfergos to Belfast^ which is an arm qf the 
sea, about a quarter qf a mile broody or Uttle lets^ 
and then waded over on foot»''* No mention is: 
here made of a town or castle, which mi^t serve 
for security or refuge, and the sentence, so apparently, 
absurd, seems eyen to imply their non-existence, s 

^ Belfast, howeyer, was not entirely forgotten^ 
and Jn consequence of the alarming progress of 
O'Nial in the north, the lord deputy, Sir Jametf 
Crofts^ made an expedition into Ukter, in the year 
1553, when he repaired and garrisoned this castle; 
The army of Baron Dungannon, which he expected 
would join him, was attacked and routed by the 

• Holiosbed't ChiOBiclau • 
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Irish ; but the garrison which bad been left here pro- 
bably remained secure. The same year, howefer, 
the castle of Belfast, among other possessions, was hSimm 
granted to Hogh Mac Neil Oge, who swore alle- 
giance to the English.* This was a mode of con- 
ciliation frequently adopted, and though O'Neil 
might have before held some of bis new acquisitions 
by the uncertain tenure of the sword, he perhaps 
wtod with prudence in submitting to the increasing 
pow^ of the English. This chieftain did not long 
remain unmolested in possession of his new dignity. 
He was slain in 1655, in one of the numerous incur- 
sions of the Scots into this province, and his .terri- 
tories were ceded by the lord deputy and council 
to other brandies of the sept of O'N^. The castle 
of Belfast, howeyer, was goTemed, after the dis- SSSSShi? 
comfiture of its last possessor, by Randolj^us 
Lane, an Englishman, who appears to hare pos- 
sessed only a nominal title, the northern Irish being 
again so powerful and so turbulent, as to render 
such a place as Belfast of little real advantage. In 
the thirteenth year of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
this castle, with valuable tracts of land, was grant- 
ed to Sir Thomas Smith, and Thomas Smith his 
son, under several very advantageous stipulations, 
hereafter to be narrated. Owing, however, to the 
uncertainty which attended possessions in land, and 

• Cot'f Irtkad, p. t99. 
B 
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Rome other mischances, it afterwarils appeared 
that Sir Thonias Smith did not derive much bene^ 
fit from these grants. During the time that he 
retained this castle, a skirmish took place here (1575) 
between the English and the Irhih| of whidi Sir 
Henry Sidney, tlie lord deputy, who was con- 
cerned in ity makes the following relation ta 
the council : — ^^ In the Confynes of thid Countrie 
(as I take it) I was offered Skirmishe by Mac NeiB 
Brian Ertaugh, at my Passage ov^ the Water at 
Belfast } whidi I cawsed to be dnsweTed^and pass-* 
ed over without Ijosseof Man or Horsse, yet by 
Reason of the Tydes extraordinarie Retome, owre 
Horsies swamme, and the Footemen in the Passager 
waded nye depe." 

Notioedbysr '^^^ excellent and commodious situation of this 
town, therefore, more than its size, must have in-« 
duced Sir John Perrot, in 1582, when offering hi» 
advice for the suppression of the perpetual rebelliom 
which had retarded the improvement of Ireland, and 
for its future well-government, to single out Bdfast 
as the best and most convenient jdaoe in Ulster for 
the establishment of shipwrights. He was likewise 
influenced in this dioice by the extensive forests 
which grew in the neighbourhood, a circumstance 
which is sufficiently proved by an order of lord 
deputy Grey, in 1581, to permit the mayor and in- 
habitants of CarrickferguB to convey timber from 
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^* the woods of Belfast^^* for the purpose of fiaishing 
their cburdi ; and it is remarkable that this order is 
addressed to the ^^ Lord of ibe Woods/' whioh was 
probably an office of eonsiderable importance. The 
representations or the actions of Sir John Perrot, 
for promoting the prosperity of the kingdom, at this 
period, wereeqaally ineffectual, as, in 1596, Belfast 
was without the English pale. The celebrated Earl 
^f Tyrone was the piindpal cause of tUs great de- 
fection ; and even in 1601, wh«i he was opposed by 
the intrepid and vigilant Moun^oyy Carrickfergus 
was the only plaoe, in this neighbourhood, which ac- 
knowledged the authority of the English, It is cu- 
rious to reflect, that a town, which is at present the 
most important in Ulster, should have been, only 
two centuries ago, in undisturbed possession of 
the Irish clana, and that no r^qrd or document 
jshould exist, to inform us of its size and population 
at that period, both of winch must have, conse* 
iDUeptly, been extremely inconsiderable. 

The flight of the Eails in 1607, led to the subse- 
quent division and settlement of the kingdom by 
James I. which were the moat efficient steps that 
had hitfierto been taken to restore this country to its 
true value and importance. In this reign. Sir 
Thomas Smith was required to fulfil the agreemeqt 
by whidi he held the castle of Belfast, but, not 
iniking his appearance, bis possessions were forfeit- 
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ed to the crown. The t^aatle, town, and manor of 
Belfast, with large estates, ware thereupon granted 
j^^SS^. by King James, in 1619, to Sir Arthur Chichester, 
then lord deputy, with the title of Baron Chiches- 
ter of Belfast. It is from that time we may 
date the rise and progress of this place. The town 
soon becomes more distinguished than the castle, 
though as yet it had acquired no consequence in the 
general affairs of the country. It is omitted by 
Holinshed, in his ** Description of Ireland,^' while 
jdaces which are now scarcely known, are mention- 
ed as among the chief towns in the kingdom. Bel- 
fast is marked, indeed, as an unimportant Tillage, 
in 'Speed's maps, in 1610, but no farther notice is 
taken of it by that author. 



nbtdlnloa 
CoipoiMkHi. 



JJl^J^ ^ In the year 161S, however, this town was con- 
stituted by charter from James I. a corporation, 
to consist of a soyereigpi, twelve burgesses, 
and commonalty. A lord and constable of the 
castle were also added, the former station to be 
filled by the Lord Chidiester and his heirs.- Both 
these officers were likewise to be burgesses, with 
privileges similar and equal to the other twelve. 
The sovereign was empowered to hold a court of 
record, for the recov^y of sums not exceeding 
twenty pounds, and, with the assistance of the 
burgesses, to make different salutary laws and 
regulations for the prosperity of the town. The 
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commonalty only, as attthorixed by the aoTereign Abigjctof 
and bnrgeases, were allowed to diapoee of mer- 
chandise, either wMhin the town or three milea round 
it in every direction. It was also pomitted by the 
charter, that a guild of merchanta mi^t be em- 
bodied, and that the freemen- had liberty to erect 
one wharf, without the interference of the corpora- 
tion of Carrickfeffgue. The preamble to this char* 
ter expressly states, that the {ni^lef es which it sets 
forth were granted, as well on account of the hum- 
ble petition of the inhabitants of Belfieuit, as for the 
better progress in the plantation of the northern 
parts of the kingdom, then almost entirely depopu- 
lated. One of the most important clauses whidh it 
contains was the power thereby Tested in the sove- 
reign and burgesses, of sendingtworepresentatiyes to 
parliament. Inpursuanceof sudi authority, Sir John 
Blennerhasset, Second Baron of the Exchequer, and 
George TreviUian, Esq. where chosen the same 
year to serve in parliament for this town. They 
were, however, shortly after obliged, with the re- 
presentatives of several othor places of little note, to 
resign their seats, in consequence of the remonstrances 
of the Roman Cathdics, who imagined that thdr in- 
terests might be endangered if so many royal bo-» 
roughs were suflfered to^be created.* 

• 8m the order to tbb dTcct, VmiAtnU Cudou Hibmiicfl, ▼• I, 
p. 0?3. 
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Though tbb organisation ef tbe inliabitants of 
Belfast into a oorporate body HUigt have stimulated 
pSf their extttions and aiopeferated tboir improTement, 
the introdnctioDy about the same ^tinie, pf Bnglish 
and Scotiih Protestants, .into the 'north of Ireland^ 
had a more immediate iaftuenoe. Presbyterianism 
was first intrpdueed into this kingdom in 1611, the 
principal part of tl|ose who were established in the 
counties of Down and Antrim being Scottish settlers^ 
Though Bdf^st probably participated at an early 
period in some of the a4Tantages attendant on sudi 
changes, it is certam that the Presbyterians, owing 
to die opposition which the ejascppiil party afterwards 
raised against them, acquired inftii^ice more slowly 
in towns than in l^e more open parts of the country^ 
Eaily in the seventeenth century, however, Bfelfast 
was surrounded by Presbytman settlements ; and 
fioweter useful audi estabUshmeats were, in a poli- 
tical point of view, they afterwards occasioned the 
most serious dissensionst Xbe civil history of thia 
town, from its erection into a borough until the year 
1641, U totally obscured by ecclesiastical transac*- 
tions, so fliat a brief account of them will form ^ 
good and necessary prelude to the more importai^ 
afiairs of Bel£ut, in the latter end pf the inemfirabli^ 
reign of King Charles die First, 



Their duunc The samc independent and inflexible spirit in the 
demand of their religious rights, which characterized 



Digitized by 



Google 



15 

the Scots in the rei^ of the anfortutiate Cfaorkfft, Jj^^ 
also distinguiahed the Preabyteiians of the north of 
Irebind, and the mtniatwa of thSa peraaasion aiiffered^ 
for*^ conadeneeaake/' many nnjnat and grieroaaper- 
aecutiona. On their raftual to aubacribe the canonay 
or to conform with the oaagea and principlea of ther 
eatabliahed church, many of them were depoaed and 
ied theking^dom. Thooe who remained, not only 
eccleaiaeticay bat htymen, oontinned tor rcaiat with 
bold intrepidity thifr arbitrary encroachmenta of the 
king and the biahopa. But when, on account of 
anoppoaition whidi waa no longer tolerable, the 
covenant waa framed and promulgated in Scotland^ 
flie principlea of that cridirated bond of union aooih 
readied thia part of Ireland, and were adopted witb 
the utmoat ardour. The Tiolence of persecution, 
hower^i had not yet abated, and many of the 
^ ttotoriooi non-conformiata," aa thePreabyteriana: 
were then atyled, aeyeral of them bdonging to Bd- 
faat, abandoned theirproperty and dwellings for feav 
of the High Commiaaion, which called upon then» 
to renounce a covenant that waa conaonant witb 
erery prindple of tiidr faith and practice.* Aa ar 
conaequence of thia, it ia acarcdy neoeaaary to add^ 
that th« majority of the inhabitants of Belfaat 
eapouaed the aentimenta of the popular party in 
England and Scotland, and, diving thecontimiance' 
of the civil wars, diey foUowed withremarkablaruni*.* 

* Strallbrd*t LiU«n, t. 2, pi 844^ 
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formity the different religions maxima, as wdl as 
the seroral political variations of their brethren in 
tudmOaa^ the latter kingdom. The most noted and oelebrat- 
ed instance of this was- after the execution of the 
king in 1649, when the moonbers. of the presbytery 
of Belfast were among the first ta declare their 
abhorrence of that measure. They published a de-. 
daration to this effect, which was answered by the. 
illustrious Milton, at that time a leader of the Eng- 
lish sectarians, whose principles were much dissimi- 
lar from those of the enthusiastic coyenantera. 
The declaration of the presbytery is bitter and in- 
tolerant. They call themselyes ^'Watdimen in 
Sion,** and after protesting with the utmost yc- 
bemence against the execution of the lung, they 
exhort all persons to beware of the religious opi- 
nions of the English parliamentarians, lest they be- 
lieve lies and experience an eternal condemnation. 
The language of the immortal poet is highly argu- 
mentatiye, but eyen more scurrilous than that of his 
antagonists. He calls the covenanters '* false pro- 
phets/' '^ egregious liars and impostors,*' '^un- 
hallowed priestlings," who mean to stir up the peo- 
ple to rebellion from their ^^ unchristian synagogue 
at Belfast, in a barbarour nook of Ireland ;" he 
denominates their allegations '^impudent false- 
hoods," charges them, as, ^* blockish presbyters of 
Clandeboy," with ignorance of history, sacred and 
profane, and, in a spirit of derision, taking occasion 
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ftr^quently to advert to the small and uhdistinguish- 
ed place from which so violent a manifest had is- 
sued, infers from their actions that they are a gene- 
ration of '^ highknd thieyes and redshanks;" The 
Belfast Presbyterians, howeyer, not to he daunted 
by such inyectiTesy immediately published a de- 
fence of their formed declaration. Persecutions on 
this account were renewed, but they sdll adhered, 
during the entire I^rot^torate, to the principles of 
the original coyenant, entirely disclaiming the 
authority of the ]^arliament and sectaries in Eng«* 
landi 

HoWetbr necessary it may be to nnderstaiid the 
foregoing cirotimstances, it must he considered 
more interesting to trace the improyements of Bd- 
fiist, and to detail the share which it took in the ciyil 
history of Irebmd. In the year 1687, the Earl of 
Straflord purchased from the corporation of Carrick-^ 
fergtts, their jpriyilege of reoeiying one third of 
the duties payable on goods imported into that 
town, and the other extensiye monopolies which it 
enjoyed. This proved a most fortunate circum- Ftmriwor 
stance for Belfast, as great part of the trade of Car-* ««^ci<.i 
ridiferguB was quickly transferred to this place, 
and the consequences of such an event were soon 
perceivable in its increasing prosperity. But all TnderHani. 
improvements were for a time unhappily suspend- **' «*>««»««. 
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ed by the destructive wars in 1611, and the follow* 
in^ years. Belfast did not escape the ruinous 
effects of these tumults and rebellions, though it 
also serred as a place of security to the Protestants 
of the neighbouring' country^ Many of the inha- 
bitants of this town, however, fled to Carrickfergus 
on the news of the insurrection, but the insurgents 
under SirConn Magennis being defeated In their at-^ 
tempts on Lisbum, Belfast was saved from de- 
struction, at which the rebels expressed the most 
unfeigned disappointment. On the 28th Novem- 
ber, however, Lisbum was a second time attacked 
by thie Irish, under Sir Phelim 0*Neil, but, after 
doing considerable mischief, they were again re- 
pulsed, and principally deterred from any farther 
hostilities by a reinforoement which arrived the 
same night from Belfast. The safety of Lisburn, 
Mennsby at Icast in the first instance, arose from the intrepi- 
fv^^Ji? dity of Captain Lawson, a merchant of Derry, who 
was travelling when the insunrectioo commenced. 
Arriving at Bdfast in the latter end of October, 
1641, he found the inhabitants flying in the utmost 
consternation. His endeavours to prevail on them 
to remain and furnish him with arms were inefiec- 
tual, so that he was obliged to rest satisfied with 
seven muskets, which he took from " Master 
Lesquire*^ house," and eight halberds, which he 
found ready to be seat to Carrickfergus. He pro« 
cured also a drum, and beating it through the street,. 
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persuaded about twenty of the townsmen to accom-* 
pany him to Lisburn, tiiat town also being desert- 
ed by its inhabitants. In their way thither, they 
were joined by some other small companies^ and 
on their arrival, in consequence of ihe weakness of 
their force, they adopted the stratagem of showing 
six or seren matches for every piece of cannon, be- 
sides placing many lights in the market- house and 
other conspicuous parts of the town, by wbieh the 
rebels were entirely deceived.* The preservation 
of Belfast, when the principal part of the province 
was in possession of the Irish, is certainly to be at- 
tributed to the failure of their assaults on Lis- 
burn, which is farther confirmed by a letter from 
Donell O'Oane to Donothy 0*Cane, in which the 
former, in reference to Captain Lawson's success* 
fill resistance, says, ** and was the first in those 
parts that opposed our cousin. Sir Con Mac Gihis, 
of entering Lisnegarvy (Lisburn), when the Lord 
Conoway, his troop of horse, and all the town*s 
people left it, and the country about, and but for 
him we had bad Baffiisty and most of those parts in 
possession.'* However grateful, therefore, the inha- 
bitants of this town might feel for the bold defence 
of Lisburn, the malignant fever, which committed 
such ravages in the north of Ireland at tliis period, 
did not leave them much room for rejoicing at their 

• See « A True Relation of Several Acts, Pncagea. ftc. done by 
Captain Robert Lawson, one of ihe ShefiflTa of the City and County 
of Londoodorry, in the great and general Rebellion," &c* 
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safety, having destroyed in the coufse of foa? 
months nearly five thousand persoas in Belfast and 
Malone. 

McMfimfor Sib Arthur Tyringham and C<dond Cfaicfaestcs 



its faftl 



irnl 
ther 



Mcuritj. being appointed by the lorda justices to the com- 
mand of the forces in the county of Antrim, imme-: 
diately stationed a garrisoii and governpr in this 
town.' Early in the year 1642^ active measure^ 
were taken for its further security. The sovereign 
was ordered to bring in a list of the rne^ who were 
to form the trMn-band, and to have them enrolle4 
as soldiers. It was agreed, at the same time, that, 
for completing the rampart, all such as had nof 
made up their former rates should forthwith advance 
the stipulated 9ums, or be distrained for payment. 
For the farther encouragement in that matter. Lord 
Chichester consented to make the dravfr.bridge and 
palisadoes, and the inhabitants to give a thousand 
days work of a man, the soldiers also assisting iq 
so necessary a defence. Assessors were appointed 
%o levy labour, as lyell as money, within the town 
and liberties, the inhabitants being obliged to 
(Contribute certain regular sums to defray the ex- 
penses of fire and candles for the military.* These 
preparations, however, might have been insufficient 
for the security of this town, if the treaty between 
|he Scottish parliament anc| the English house of 

f Records of Bclfiift Corftontion. 
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eommons liad ni»t, aiNNit t)i0 Mme time^ be» ooa^ 
eluded. The Scots, who had acquired a poiver^ 
ftti independence, refuped, when ordered by Chariea, 
to exert their strength in quelling the Irish insur- 
rection ; but haying entered into that alliance, which 
seemed more agreeable to their interest and religioq, 
stipulftted with flie parliament to send oyer tei| 
thousand men fpr ibe reductioii of the Ulster rebels, 
In the month of April, 1643, part of these troops 
arrived at Carrickfergus, under the command of Ge- Anini«rtii« 
neral Robert Monroe, 4<^PWderable detachinent 
soon aftier established themseWes in Midone, near 
Belfast, where they were joined by a strong fc^rce 
under Lord Conway and Colonel Chichester. The 
two parties at first amicably united their forces 
against the common enemy ; but the Scots, more 
solicitous fpr personal aggrandizement than for the 
suppression of the rebdlion, were dilatory and in- 
decisiye in their proceedings, restraining the exer- 
tions of the English, who were absolutely forbidden 
to proceed in their military operations without the 
consent of the ESarl of I^ven or General Monroe, 
both of whom neglected several fair opportunities 
of putting an end to the rebellion. But the open 
rupture which took place, the same year, between 
Charles and his parliament, occasioned a farther 
sqMuration of interests, extremely prejudicial to the 
cause in which they Were both embarked ; and the 
two English factions, who had now engaged ia 
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civil war at home, were equally diligent in seeking 
partiKans in tbis part of Ireland. Great numbers 
of the people here united with Monroe and the par- 
liament ; while Lord Conway, the Viscount Clane- 
boye, Colonel Chichester, Sir James Montgomery^ 
Sir John Clotworthy and others, influenced by the 
Earl of Ormond, adhered to the king, and continued 
to harass the rebels with their forces. 



CMoDClChi. 
Chester ap. 
pointed go. 



In the foUowiog year (1648) Colonel Chichester 
was appointed, by Charles, governor of Belfast ; 
and, at the same time, a royal grant of one thou- 
sand pounds was made for the better fortifying of 
the town. Notwithstanding these precautions, the 
avowed junction of the English parliament with 
so powerful an ally as Scotland, caused a great dis- 
parity between the real strength of the royalists and 
their enemies. After the final settlement of the 
compact between the Scottish covenanters, and the 
parliament, an order was issued by the latter, that 
all who lived under its authority should receive the 
covenant, promising arrears of pay to the Ulster 
forces in case of acquiescence ; while a counter- 
|)roclamation was sent by the lord lieutenant to 
the British colonels, encouraging them to disobey a 
command which must seem so little suited to their 
inclination and their duty. This was of little ser- 
vice, for though the leading men continued firm in 
their attachment to the king, they were overawed 
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by the superior power of the Soots, who, with tli€ 
great body of the country people, had received the 
covenant with unbounded fervour and exidtatioB.^ 
Colonel Chichester, and the soldiers garrisoned in wbowHhav 
Belfast, were among the number of those who re- ^^"'**' 
mained faithful to the royal interest* Y^ so gene* 
ral was the disaffection, that he was reduced, with the 
three regiments unaer his conuniuid, to the greatest 
extremities, and solicited the assistance of the lord 
lieutenant, from whom he received three hundred 
pounds, for the ]^otection of the town and garrison 
of Belfast against the covenanters, who, it was apw 
prehended, would soon commence hostilities in siqp- 
port of their principles and opinions.t In this exi- 
gency, every requisite measure, which the situation 
of the garrison would admit was taken for the secu- 
rity of Belfast, and though defended by cannon, it 
must have appeared obvious that a town sunraund- 
ed only with an earthen fortification, agd protected 
by a small, dispirited force, could offer but una- 
.vailing resistance to a more numoous army, provided 
with every necessary equipment and animated by 
religious zeaL 

Belfast, however, was taken on this occasion by Tiietoimnoc. 
treachery aud stratagem, and not by force. Near taSl^^ 
the beginning of the year 1644, General Monroe 
was invested by the parliament with the command 

* Cftrte's Onnond, ▼. 1, p. 490. f lb. p. 49S, 
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bt aii ilie foroes ik Uieter, En^Ksh && welt as Scotch^ 
ted <hoBe who had not yet received the coyenant 
were required to submit to his authority. The 
English officers, howerer^ were all dkinclined from 
payings obedience to this Order, and resolved to meet 
at this town for the {Mu-pose of deliberatuig on the 
«teps whidi should be taken in consequence. Besides 
Colonel Chicheet^, the governor, there assembled 
at Belfast on th^ evening of the Idth May^ Sir 
James Montgomery, the Lords Montgomery and 
Blaney, Sir Robert Stewart, Colonel Hill, Mijor 
Rawdon, Sir Joseph Jones and Major Gore, who 
deferred their conference till the following morning* 
They had not long separated, however, when a soU 
dior belonging to the garrison, who had that day 
been at Carfickfergus, where Monroe was then 
stationed, brought intelligence to Colonel Chi- 
chester that the Scottish General had directed his 
troops in tiiat place to be in readiness to march 
to Belfast at two o^clock on the ensuing morn- 
ing. Upon this the town was put into a better 
state of defence,' and some horse sent out to learn 
the position and motions of the covenanters* So 
little, however, were these scouts to be relied 
on, that they returned at six o^clock in the morn- 
ing with advice that the country was clear and 
no enemies to be seen. Colonel Chichester sup- 
posing, on this information, that the alarm was 
groundless, commanded the ordinary watch to re- 
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iittine its duty. An hour, howeyer, had scarcely 
l^laps^l when Monroe was discoTered trithin half a 
mile of the towo> adyaneiilg with great rapidity to- 
wards the north gate^ which was opened to him on 
his approach by the soldiers of the guard, before 
any attempt could be made by those who were well 
iBilIected to obstruct his progress. He marche^ his 
troops quietly through the town till they readied 
the mill gate, leading to Lisbum, when he ordered 
bis men, iii difierent divisions, to take possession 
of the cannon, bulwarks, and g^uards. All the of- 
ficers who had collected here for the purpose al- 
ready mentioned, immediately repaired to Monroe, 
that they might learn his reason for thus surpris- 
ing the town: The General replied that as Colonel 
Chichester had issiied a proclamation against the 
cdvenant, in which those whd had rec^iyed it were 
stigmatized as traitors, that as he had also on alt 
occasions discouraged the inhabitants of Belfast 
and dthei^ from entering into that engagement, 
^d hddeyenprdiibited some Scottish soldiers from 
bdng quartered in this town, he conceived it ne- 
cessary for his safety to haye a garrison here of his 
own appointment^ These were but specious ex- 
cuses ; though wiAout obtaining any further satis- 
faction. Colonel Chidiester's men w^re ordered to 
leaye the town. The Marquis of Ormond, in a 
letter to the Secretary of the Council of Kilkenny, 
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dtatcs the force with which Monroe efibcted Us for-i 
pose to have consisted of two thousand men, and 
ascribes the sudden loss of the town to the wants of 
the common soldiers who were garrisoned in the 
place. 

A SERIOUS w{lr might thus have broken out be^ 
tween the Ulster forces, as Colonel Chichester and 
Theophilus Joncfs, goyernor of Lisburn, exasperated 
perhaps at the facility with which Monroe htfd ac-^ 
complished his enterprise, and at his attempts to 
overturn their authority, informed Gen. O'Neil 
of the surrender of Belfast, desiring him at 
the same time (by virtue of the cessation it is pre- 
sumed) to supply them with some ammunition, 
which he willingly granted.^ Monroe being disap- 
pointed in his expectation df seizing lasbuni, re- 
turned to Belfast. His undertaking was approved 
CokmdHiiiiie of by the parliament, who appointed Colonel Hume 

amointcd 

pffci^ governor of this town and castle, with a stationary 
garrison under his conimand of about four hundred 
men. For the maintenance of this body the inha- 
bitants were assessed every ten days, elach house- 
holder being obliged to contribute^ as a subsidy,' 
either a shilling or fourteen pounds of meal. These 
levies, however, were frequently irregular ; some- 
times more than the usual contract was demanded , and 

* Desiderata Curioia Hibftraica> ▼. 2^ p. 498. 
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General MaxwelPs troops also received several of 
the asseffsments which were laid on the town. The 
inhabitants found these impoi^ts so heavy that they 
petitioned Lord Chichester, in 1645, that he would 
be pleased to allow, as he had done before, some 
portion of the rents of the town to 9upport the mili^ 
tary.« 

Tab treaty of cessation, though at this time in 
force, was but partial in its influence, being entirely 
disregarded by the parliament, the most powerful 
of the three factions which disfigured these kingdcnns 
with violent and desolating commotions. The con- 
federate Irish were indignant at the temerity of 
Monroe in seizing Belfast, and desired the Marquis 
of Ormond to proclaim the Scots rebels. This, 
however, might have proved a dangerous procedure ; 
and, ^ a less hazardous step, tfie lord lieutenant, by 
the advice and concurrence of the privy council, de- 
spatched letters to the Scottish General, ordering 
him to surrender the arms, ammunition, and ord- 
nance which were contained in this town, and to 
withdraw from it vrithhis troops. Monroe, how- 
iBver^ paid pyp attention to this command. f 

But the two parties in tha north, seeing the little 
progress which was made in the suppression of the re* 
hellion, seemed mutually desirous of a reconcUiation, SSSSL b^ 
• Corpovaaon Records. f CuU'm Oirmond, v. 5, p. fflS. 
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gjjnww ^nd of acting with concert ag^nst the Irish, wfco 
**^" ^till continued to extend thdir power whether peace 

or war should be the issue of their negooiaiions . Iii 
Ulster, CYcn the Irish themselyeB w^e averse from 
the cessation, and the English in this proviace con- 
sidered it perfectly consistent with justice and their 
allegiq.nce, to maintain a contest with men who re- 
mained open enemies, but whose brethern were at 
the same time treating with the king for a final pa- 
pification. An agreement was therefore made be- 
tween the English and Scots, the latter consent- 
ing that their allies should be constrained to takenq 
path contrary to the tenor of the Irish laws, till tha 
authority pf parliament should terminate their con-r 
tentions.* 



Their jpint forces made some incnrsionp against 
the enemy, but in the following year (1645,) the 
Ulster Scots showed manifest symptoms of discon-* 
tent, arising both from the neglect of the perUa- 
ment, and the obnoxious principles of Independency, 
which bad begun to be openly declared )by many 
members of that celebn^ted aftsembly. They still 
howeyer continued to keep possession of this town 
which, they affirmed, was necessary for the security 
of their troops as' long as they continued in Ulster, 
and though timely supplies from the parliament al-^ 
layed their murmurs on one account, the article of 



Th« Scots aro 



• Cartels Ormond, r. 3, p. 286. 
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religioOy ^. more insupportable grieyanee, remained 
to cpDfimi and widen thw enmity. Their dissalifl- 
faction assumed a more utiequiTocal appearance 
when commissioners arriyed at Belfast,' with a Tiew 
of bringing both the Scots nnd rojalists under die 
control of the EJnglish parliament. As ft prdimi- 
nary step, Monroe was ordered to surrender this 
town, but he refused, on presence of waiting for di- 
rections from the state of Scotland.* The over- 
tures of the commissioners were receiyed by Monroe 
pnd his adherents with the utmost distrust ; ai|d 
the formeffy observing the Scots much less profuse 
in their demonstrations of attacl^ment to the parlia- 
ment, gave directions that some troops should be 
sent over to enfo]rce their deman48. 

In November 1046, pursuant to this order, a coi|- 
sid^able body arrived at Qnbfin, and on the mis^ 
parriage of their negodation with the Marquis of 
(Ormond proceeded to Vlster, where their reception 
was not more cordial. They were debarred admis- 
sion either ii|to this town or Carrickfergus, Mon- 
roe and the Scots thus plainly evincing a disposi- 
^on to disconcert tl^e measures of the parliament.f 
, So great a revolution indeed had taken place in 
their sentiments, . that the lord lieutenant, when 
besieged about the same time in Dublin, solicited, 
and would have obtained the assistance of the Scots, 
• Carte, V. 1, p. 538. f UW. ^ 2, p. 59. 
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bad tliey not been so much weakened by the des- 
tructive, battle of Baiburb. . Daring the year 
1647, the motives for disuoiou daily became more 
irreconcilable and more numerpti*; but when Eng- 
land was invaded by the Scots |p 1648, in support 
of royalty, the Ulster forces ^tered into the same 
league, and oJ3ered the loftl Ueutenapt their (^^ist- 
ance, not only againist the Irish rebels, but gainst 
the independents of this and tb^ neighbouring king- 
dom. Their hostility b^g thus no longer conceal- 
ed, the celebrated Mpnk, to whom the parUam^nt 
had committed the qaie of Ulster^ marched with 
great celerity to Carrickfergus, which he surprised, 
^nd haypg seized Mpnroe, fient him prisone|r to 
They are lub. England. A strong detachment (hen appeared bp- 
Mo«ik, who ' fore Belfast, which, offering little or no resistance, 
was reduced a second time to the subjection of the 
parliament.^ Colonel Maxwell was then appoin^- 
p^ governor. j: 

* LeUnd*ft Ireland, ▼. 5. p. 327. 
f The followiog lines are in the Records of the Corporation, en- 
titled '* Verses presented to General Monck," but no farther eiplan^ 
tion is given as to the occasion, date, or manner of their presentation. 
Tbej contain a keen and no very covert attack on the Rump Parlia* 
meut, and ccrtaiulj do in6nite honour to the poet laureat of the 
town for smoothness of ▼ersiOcation and originalitj of invention :-- 
Advents George Monck and Monck St. George shall be 
England's Restorer to its Liberty 
Scotland's Protector, Ireland's President 
Reducing all to affree Parliament 
And if thou dost intend the ether t^ing 
Goe on and all shall crye God save y« King, 
R R doth rebellion represent 
V By V nought else but villainy is mesnt 
l^f M murther signifies all men doe know - 
P P perjuiyes in fashion grow 

Thus R and V with M and P 
CoDJoyo'd make up our miscrie. 
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Such measured, howeyer, were for from dubduin^ 
the aiiiiftosity of the royaliats' and the rigid eoye- 
nanters, both of whom were equally incensed at the 
tiolent death of the king^ a catastrophe which took 
place a few months after the irruption of Colonel 
Monk into this proTince. The whole north rose in 
arms against the English repubBcans, and clamoured 
loudly for the renewal of the corenant, one of the 
principal articles of which the decapitation of the 
king had yiolated and broken. Colonel Monk and 
8ir Charles Coote, the parliamentary commanders 
in Ulster, absolutely reused to reoeiTe it, though 
the principal part of their officers and soldiers were 
of conirafy fientiments. The parliamentarians, upon 
this account, were dispossessed of almost every place 
of strength in this province as quickly as they had 
acquired them,* and flie appearance of aflbirs here 
at this crisis was extremely favourable to the new 
king, who deputed Sir George Monroe, the brother 
of him who had lately made so distinguished a figure 
on the same ground, to the command of those who 
favoured his government in Ulster, t This town 
alsofeU into the hands, of. tiie royalists in 1649. 
After burning Lisbum and Antrim, Sir George 
Monroe surrounded Belfast. Colonel Maxwell, the 
parliamentary governor, knowing the weakness of 
the pkce, sent with all speed to request the imme- 
diate assistance of Lord Montgomery, not aware 
• Carta, t. 2, p. fe. Leiand, y. 3, p. 533. ^ cartc, p. 6% 
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tiadt h« aiao tiad embraced the cause of the kiBg. 
Montgomery adopted an artifiot! ^hieh probably 
t>reTented the destruetion of the town. He obeyed 
the cdmmand of the govensKMr, but when his troops 
bad gained admittance, and were disposed in the 
most proper 8itaati<md for littaek 6r defence, he* 
showed his commission of General ^vemc^ in Ulster 
from King Charles, and commanded Colonel Max- 
well and &e garrison to submit. The parliamen- 
tarians peroeiying their inability to defend the 
town against enemies within and without, laid down 
their arms.* 

Trough tiie people of the north of Ireland were 
little disposed to be on friendly terms with the pat* 
liamentarians on account of their rejection of the 
oorenant, yet neither were they much inclined, it 
would seem, to acknowledge the authority of a 
king, whose princijlles might lead him to prefix' a 
similar opposition. Roused by the exhortations of 
their spiritual teachers, they denied his power 
till he shoiUd conform with the doctrines of 
their inestimable covenant, and even the soldiers 
who had so lately opposed the republicans, relapsed 
into the same fickleness and irresolution. They im^ 
aginedthat Lord Montgomery and his party intend- 
ed to uise their endeayours for restoring the king 

* Tbii account i# taken from a rare controrental tracti entitled 
<• Sample of Jet Black Prelatic Calumnj," p. 1^2. 
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wiihoat any pardcukuf rtiflerration for the fiecuriCy 
'and pre-eminence of the coyenant« During the 
desertions and dissensions which took place in con- 
^uence of this, the parliamentary leaders were 
Idlowed to sustain their authority till rdnforcements 
should arriye from England. This eyent soon took' 
place. The same year (1649) , OHver Gromwell 
landed in Ireland^ and after the capture of Droghe- 
lla, sent Colonel. Venables to reduce Belfast and the 
other towns which continued in opposition to the 
parliament. 

: This was now the fourth time in the space of six (ijSf?^^ 
jp^ears that Bdfast had been besieged , and this was 
the only occasion on which it offered any material 
resistance. Colonel Venables sat four days be- 
fore the town, which then capitulated upon ar- 
ticles.* There is a tradional account that the lit- 
tle mill, in Mill Street, or rather a former building 
ia the same situation, was used by the parliament 
tariaons as an offisnsiTe station, and tibat an engage- 
ment took place between the garrison and their as- 
sailants at Buller's Field, the former name of the 
ground on which the streets in the northern end of 
the town are builtj parUcularly York Street and 
those immediately adjoining it. Sir George Mon- 
roe, a short time after this occurrence, attacked a 

• Cnx; ^ 8, p. ©0. 
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party of parliainentary horse proceeding from Bd* 
fast to Antrim, when was Icilled, among others, the 
celebrated Owen O'ConnoUy, the first discoverer 
of the Irish rebellion. The power of the royalists 
however was entirely broken^ and the country was 
%soon subjected to the dominion of the English Par^ 
liament. 

During the Commonwealth the opposition of many 
in this place to the principles and measures of the 
ruling authorities, remained firm and unabated, 
though at the Restoration, when the general pardon 
of King Charles was published here, several persons 
belonging to the town pubUdy pleaded the benefikt 
of it. 

After this poiod no events properly historical 
appear to have occurred in Belfast for a considerable 
tahSSSiSLM P*""***®** of years. This town, however, serais to 
iL have acquired early notice and consequence in the 
important wars which ensued on the accession of 
King James II. to the throne. When the principles 
and maxims of that monarch came to be apparenti 
this corporation, in common with many others, be- 
gan to entertain the most smous appr^ensions' of 
some infiringement on those privileges which their 
diarter had procured, and had hitherto continued to 
jNTotect. The soverdgn and burgesses, however, 
not being disposed to resign their liberties without 
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a ttrnggley agreed uiiairiiiiously to defend their 
charter by all legal means in whateyer court it 
might be impeached. This determination was ob- 
served, law agents having been employed by the 
corporation in 1667 to substantiate their just and 
nndottbted rights. In the year 1688, however, 
a new charter was issued by King James, increas- ^ hmdiS* 
hig the number of burgesses to thirty-five, nine- 
teen of whom were Roman Oatbolics, and the re* 
mainder Protestants, who never interfered in the 
business of tiietown by virtue of their appointment.* 
The privileges of the corporation were also by the 
new charter so much farther abridged, as to vest in 
the chief governor and privy counc il the pow^ of re* 
moving at pleasure a sovereign, burgess, or any 
other officer. About the same time the number of 
Roman Catholics, principally military, had begun 
to increase in the town. They made application to 
the lord lieutenant that he would be pleased to order 
the sovereign and burgesses to permit the celebra- 
tion of mass in the school house or town house, as 
an old ruinous buUding hitherto used Was 'not fit 
for so holy a purpose. The lord Ueutenant, how- 
ever, was informed by the sovereign, that their de- 
sire could not be complied with, as the one was the 
property and free gift of Lord Donegall, and the 
^er the only place reserved fmr the aAors'of the 

• j^rkpttrick't Hiitorictl Eiuy, p. 424. 
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^ town, the surrender of whicb might materially aflGeot 

the general interests of the ccMrporatioo, 

I* Tab daagar which seemed to menace the establuh* 

ed laws and religion was thought to be daily au^* 
me&ting^ and the rumour which arose about the.lat^, 

^ ter end of the y^ar 16B8, and which was sedulously 

propagated, of an intended massacre by the Irish 
Oathdlos, had the effect of cementing and extend- 
ing a union among the Protestants for thdr mutual, 
defence. It farther induced them in January 1689^ 
pnMtodit. to enter into a combination for disarming the Osl- 

am tbe Ca. 

i tSiSHSSSi ^^'^^ regiments stationed in Belfast and some other 

places, and for taking possession of Carrickfergus, 
In consequence, however, of the non -performance 
ef the scheme in this town, the whole project, 
juroduced none of those results which were anti-> 
dpated, and which its practicability seemed to ppo-r 
mise. When those who had und^taken it were me^ 
here for the purpose. Sir Wm, Franklin, Mr. Upton^ 
and Mr, Hamilton, repenting of their engag^aaent, 
refused to adyance farther in so perilous an adveB-> 
iure, and by their advice the citizens of the towa 
were also dissuaded from, embarking in the busineesji 
though some British officers here urged, in the 
most forcible manner, the certain success and 
advantages of the intended enterprise. When th§ 
abandonment of the plan was finally decided ou, 
Mr, Hamilton was sent to apprise Sir Arthur Raw-^ 
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dfm of tb^ QU!ciiiiistaiice) whom he met witldii a few 
mifes of the town, a4vapGiiig with five hundred meii 
to ensure a proaperous termination of the contri- 
vanoe^ and who^ vEfm the unexpected information 
which he reeeiyed, expressed the most marked dis- 
approbation and regret.* In I^bum the plot sue-* 
eeeded ; but the inhabitants of that town, informed 
of its faihira here, and fearing to be alone implicated 
in sndi an aflhir, returned the arms. Aeoocding to 
another account, the enterpristt in Belfast waa rehr 
dered dangerous and doubtfol from the want of 
thnely notice having been glren to the inhabitants, 
so that there was a necessity for giting up or defior- 
ring its execution, many persons representing how 
much this town might suflfer if the concerted seizure 
of Carrickfsrgus should not take place.f 

Though the attempt was therefore unproductive 
of the expected consequences, the Protestants of the 
aordi, apprdiensive of the rigorous severity of th^ 
Gkrvemment for engaging in it, entered with more 
boldness and alacrity into associations for the de« 
fonce of tiieir- religion, A messenger sailed from 
thb tovm with an address to the Prince of Orange, 
then in England, declarative of their approbation of 
his undertaking, and their assistance in the subver- 
sion of the existing gov^nment in Ireland. At the 

• k Fkithfol History of Ui« Korth«ro TnMsetiOM, p. 1 1. 
t MaekcDito's NarnlJTc. 
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Mine time the Presbytaians of Ukter sent Mr. 
Patrick Adair, minister in this town, and the fa- 
mous Abemethy^ to wait upon his Highness, and, 
before he was prodaimed, congratulate him oa 
his arriTal and encourage him to perseTere in the 
great design whidi be had in hand.* The an- 
swer to the Protestant address was reoetred in 
SS^;Sr March 1689, when King WilUam and Queen 
diOBwdfacnL Mary wore proclaimed and acknowledged here 
with oTsry maik of attadunent. In the leyies and 
preparations whidi succeeded this ayowal of the 
sentiments of the northern Protestants, the mer^ 
chants of Belfast are mentioned as particularly libe- 
ral in their contributions.t But a stratagem for 
the surprisal of Carrickfergus haying entirely failed, 
and the Protestant party being otherwise weakened, 
but feeble and unsteady opposition was offered to 
King James's troops in their maidi northwards. 
King William's adherents were dispersed in erery 
direction, many of diem seeking t^nporary security 
in this town. But a few days, bowever, after Bel- 
fast had erinoed its satisfaction in the gOYcrnment 
of the new candidate for the throne, it also was ne- 
cessitated to yield to the opposite power 4 The 
2]^ta«B Irish army took possession of this town, the garri- 
K^juimH ^^^ retiring to Coleraine under the command of Sir 
Arthur Rawdon. According to some accounts Bel- 

• Kirkpitriflk's Emj. p. 89§.f FaithTul Aceeuat, 4c p. 25, 
\ M«ck«Diie,p, IS. 
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fast fluffered considerably by plunder on this occa^ 
sion,* while one of the most celebrated writers on. 
the other side denies the accusation, and appeals to 
the sovereign and merchants of the town if nume^ 
rotts protections were not issued by King James, 
and if they did not discover these orders so com- 
pletely efficacious as to find, on their return, the 
goods whidi they had left safe and untouched.f 

Mahy of the inhabitants having fled to Scotland 
and various other places, a proclamation was pnb- 
Uahed by the Government, promising to all those who 
had resided in Belfast for the last twelve months a 
general amnesty for the crime of high treason, pro- 
vided they returned within forty days to their dwell- 
ings and resumed their several occupations. It al- 
so promised, that the possessions of such indivi- 
duals, of what kind soever, should be restored^ and 
desired all officers, both civil and military, not to 
molest either the persons or the property of those 
who claimed the benefit of this pardon4 The or- 
der was repeated in a letter from the Earl of Mel-^ 
fort to the sovereign of Belfast, in which it is 
stated, that directions have been given for the sub- 
sistence of the garrison without being a burthen 
to the town, and that his majesty will not confine 

• FttU mod InfMrtid Aeeoant of tbo Mort Uatcrfal 
Ir«Und lince DecMober 1688, p. 14. 
f I.MUe*s Answsr to King, p, 148* 
t 8m the ProiecUos it ieogth in LotUt, p. 57, App«B4is* 
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his meroy to any stated time. ISai ihe saagidnarf 
condttct imputed to Marshal Rosen, in which Bd^ 
fast did not escape, had the effect of alienating the 
minds of the people, and the Goyernment proceeded 
to attaint not only the principal persons of this 
town, but of the whole counties of Down and An- 
trim. 

The obstinate resistance of Derry, and the pre«- 
parations which were making in England for the 
defence of this kingdom, kept aHve the hopes of 
those who were indisposed to submit to the power 
of a Catholic prince. Their wishes were speedily 
Anwriof^ gratified by the arrival of Duke Schomberg, who 
landed near Bangor on the 13th of August, 1689, 
with an army of ten thousand men. On the news 
of this event the Irish \ evacuated Belfast, when 
Schomberg sent Colonel Wharton*s regiment to 
take possession of the place for King William. 
The Duke himself soon came to this town, and af- 
ter the surrender of Carrickfergus the whole army 
encamped within about a mile of Belfast.* He was 
joined here by many persons who were afraid to de- 
clare before, and having issued proclamations of pro- 
tection and encouragement to the different towns, that 
Uieir former charters or privileges should be con- 
firmed atd renewed, many, who had rejected the 

• Scoi7;s Imptrti^l History* p. 7. Htrrls'f Life of Ktog Wil. 
Uam, p. 244. 
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otBen of King James, amoBg ^Aom were the Bel- 
fiwt meroiiaiils, returned to tbeir'kabitntioiis; Tlie 
«rmy than'oiardied toathward, lUid'.-tliMgli tiift 
itown, or Ibe idj^eaai oomitry, was not the sccme 
-oi WKkck actSBl w«crfture/a« great hospitDd: iMire 
Wrred for the reception ^of the nmieroaii akdc, ^# 
were Afflicted wit& th(i dreftdfal diten^e tiiiioh se 
mtsevaUy reduced Dnke Solibnberg^s wmydu^ 
fcbi enoampilieirt Hi Dondaflt. There died in iMi 
lioBpilal in six nionttis 9709 persotas, besides Ute 
tealtitiideB wUeh pdrished in the camp «d oft th^ 
way liither. Nor was thi^ diBtemper eoiiilned to 
Ifae military. '^I hare «einetfanee stood upon Hie 
street*' says Story, alluding to B^tftt, '^ and seien 
t^n or* a dozen corps of the towns-people go by «! 
littfe more than half an hour/^« 

The army of King WilKam^ howeTer, was still kmt 
strengthened with new accessions. In Mardi^ 1600) 
four hundred Danes landed at this town fimn 
Whitdiayeny and the following week all ^fobi 
arriyed from Chester, with their Gen^id the Prino« 
of Wirtemberg. Schomberg came to examine thoii 
and was much pleased wfth -theil^ appeartiuiee* In 
April, a regiment of Danish horse atid some recroiti 
came to tins town, and four days after they w€Nro 
followed by the cdebrated Sir Gloudesly Sho^, «s 

« Stoi7*s ImpartiAl History, p, 50. 
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•^ionrojr to some Tessela which brought necessariev 
for the troops. On the 6th of June, Duke Sdioni'^ 
berg again Yisited Belfast, to be in readiness to re^« 
'Ceive King WilKam, who had embarked for 'Ireland- 
two, days before.* His mtgesty ard?ed at Carrick- 
fergus on the 14th of June 1600, and proceeded 
the same day to this town, which was then, crowd- 
ed with solders and^invalids. Duke Schomberg, 
and several other oflScers. of rank, met the King, 
xSJiwouam about three miles from Belfiist, who traydUed the 

iBlnlttid 

S^l^^'ta' remainder of the way in his Orace^s carriage. He 
was received at the entrance of the town- by the so- 
vereign,, burgesses, and a vast concourse of people, 
with the loudest acclamations, and was conducted, 
to the castle, where the sovereign, on his knee^ 
humbly oflered the rod of authority, which his ma- 
jesty receiving, immediately returned, desiring him 
at the same time to rise. The sovereign, again 
fcneeliug, presented an address from the corpora- 
tion, which, after havmg been read, the King put in 
his pocket* His migesty seemed, during his stay in 
this town, to be particularly well pleased with its 
situation, as well as its inhabitants, .and remarked, 
when within the castle, the door being open to the 
gardens, that it resembled Whitehall. It should 
not be omitted, that the sovereign intended to ac- 
quaint tiie King that the corporation had neither 
lands, tenements, hereditaments, rents, or commons, 

* Stoiy, p. 56, 58. 
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for the Bupport.of its dignity, or fdr the payment ot 
any public taxes or charges which the town might' 
incur, though by its trade it was a place of some 
important, paying to the Exchequer, in customs 
and etcise, the sum of twenty thousand pounds 
annually, and therefore that his majesty would' be 
pleased to grant, out of the estate of those enemies 
whom he was going to conquer, such a propMiion 
as in his gracious fayourhe might think fit. Thei 
burgesses, howeyer, all refiised to coindde in this 
proposal, thanking it would be iU-timed and inde-* - 
corous thus to beg of Us majesty on his yisit,* 
though it was represented to them' that such an op- 
portunity might nerer again occur. They no doubt 
repented afterwards of their delicacy in this affair, 
as it was confidently reported by a gentleman of 
good credit and reputation that when the King was '^ 
in the west of Ireland this person heard his majesty . 
say that he preferred the north part of the kingdom^ - 
especially Belfast and its neighbourhood, and that if 
the magistrates or inhabitants of. that town had 
asked any favour firom him, he would not haye hesi-. 
tated about granting it.* 

> 
King William was attended in this town by many 
persons of distinction, and the second day after his ' 
arriyal, an address. was presented to him by Doctor - 
Walker in the name of the Episcopal clergy, mi 

* Corporation Bacordi. 
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tibiob »Kei».j|io4( gfjtciovmlj. repfiiiriid« Bifi OHM 
jcMly iRfWftlnpdrfcwjwghtiiiiitliki tMra^'^iuia MW 
the tMf 4f:]M 4(Spartai^ iMiiedft iNr<^^^ 
UA'^JGm^^J^MBmU'oHefUfg Urn ^myoikJ^^ 
ai^uaft wfait^T^. iafjliinAer W *»p^41ic ^otmtrj', 
bMi ,t<Kpwrc^iM$ Mrly ^vcry aicliote ^icfc ^ejr iiM«}i[^ 
re4ulre.. Tte King thw «weM toJW^ti^i ifrji^re 
Sdl#inb«^ Jki^ Un hdad qii«rter^^ Wviiig BdfiMt 
to OQoj Ae benefit of the peace y/AMi had thus 
be« revtorerf^to thy part.of his d«tuiiiomii. 

A defici«c7 uTsB Ustocjr.of JiOSmi froBt tUt .untMrtaiit .^ra 

inhHiorical 

l^H^^ i^M<lt0..0l m foi^cn^tute^iftaeatiiig: iadeed 
foe laaay jftan Utt|e warth]; of \freBenwtioa« Hat 
iltbf 19 he aaiaade^atlfi stock aC nM^eriala to gn^* 
f j^ jui jardeat corioiity . or . to aivirett our domastiQ.aa'* 
iifd»y it is. not theftiee to he klfenred thai the ini^r 
protenoieat of the. itowa bad become less emiheat isr 
less auspicioub.' At the time df the Retroidtioa it m 
mentioned both by Story and Leslie, as the largest 
and most considerable place for trade in the north 
of Ireland. From these and other notices it may 
be asserted thai Belfast sooa exchanged a seooa- 
dsry consequence in the wars for a more duraUe 
and more Talaable preced^ice in tlie arts of peace, 

* Th^ Kkig lodged in th^ bouM of Sir WillUm FnnUliii oppo^ 
Mte the CMtle, Um J>oiiegill Anu now occupying iu atu. 
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so lliat if tbe narratiTe be for a length of time inter-* 
mpted pr barron, tbe defieieney may be readily enp-* 
plied. The adyancement of trade and population wiB 
fidlf oociq^y the dmsm, and this is eertainly the 
troeepoch, wUle itshistinry ie really destitute pSvoe-^ 
moirableiiQcidaitay that Belfast first commenced a 
tvfiA progress to the rank of one of the diief com* 
BMieial towns in the Britiah dominions. 

Tqeeb are aome dreumstances, howeyer^ wMeh 
le^uire not to be entkdy. passed over. The art of tim an or 
printing was ftrst introduQed into tins town in* 1896, faoAMtd. 
Dbe soYereign hioiself engaging in that most useful 
oQCitpation* In 1708, Belfast is represented in a 
Manuscript Tolur^ by an anonymous trayellery as a 
handsome^ busy, and populous town, with a great 
nnmbtf of new houses and good shops, the inha- 
bitants being also mentioned as prindpally compos- 
ed of merchants. Nor did Belfast fail to display 
about the same time those principles which it had 
manifested at the accession of King William on the 
alarms of inyasion so prevalent during the reign of 
Queen Anne. Such a report hating been raised in 
the year 1708, a company, consisting of ninety men, to mS oT' 
was immediately embodied in this town, but its ser- 
Tices were fortunately not required. Shortly aftor 
this time, the most injurious asi>ersions were thrown 
upon the Presby tarians for their monopoly of trade. 
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for evading the force of the test act, and several' 
other ofSsnces contrary to the established laws. 



thSSSJS The Presbyterians of Belfast were partiouhriT 
wftitod. the subject of these censures . The soyereign pf this 
town was summoned before the House of Commons,^ 
charged by Lady Donegall with irregularities in^ 
the government of the corporation, by permitting 
dissenters to continue in office, though not quali- 
fied by the test adt. After a long and minute ex- 
amination of the diarges preferred against him, the^ 
sovereign was acquitted to the satisfaction of the 
house;* The unjust imputation of a monopoly of 
trade by the Belfast Presbyterians, was also r^ut-' 
ed by a free and unsolicited- declaration to the con- 
trary from eighty of the principal inhabitants, and 
members of the established cburch.f 

* Commons' Jouroslt, t. 8. p. 538. 

• f The accusations against the loyalty and general conduct of tba 
Presbyterians were likewise repelted with success by Dr. XirkpatHck,> 
minister of the Second Congregation of Dissenters in Belfast, in m 
work entitlpd "An HiMorical Essay on the loyalty of Presbyteu 
rians.". 'J'bis book was printed here in 1713, and contains an ac- 
count of the first settlement of the Presbyterians in Ireland, with a 
difluse reUsion and Tindication of tbeir subsequent public or politicml 
proceedings from thai time to the latter end of Queen Anne*s reign. 
The vicar of the parish of Belfast (Dr. Tisdall), appears also to have 
( lercised his pen on the occasion, but with a very different intention. 
»o piibli»hed a treatise, entitled •« A Seasonable Enquiry into that 
Most Dangerous Political Principle of the Kirk in Power. By W. 
Tisdall, D. D. Dublin, printed 1713." This was the vicar, who 
lost in the same year .a suit instituted by bis predecessor (Mr. £cblio) 
and continued by himself, against the inhabitanu of Belfast, to rol ' 
cover house.noney, under the statute, which provides for incumbenta 
of cities or towns corporate in Ireland, on whom there are *' small 
or no tythes or other duties*' «etiled by law. a charge of this kind foe 
their subsistence. It was clearly profed that Belfaa did not at all 
come under the meaning of the act, being a vicarage endowed both 
with tythoft and glebe laud. 
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In the year 1715 the inhabitants of Belfast gave ^7S^ 
fartherpfoofa of their adherence to the' established 
gOTemment hyarAdngj on the news of the Preten- 
.der's invasion, an independent company of volun- 
teersy and in 1745, when a similat project was at- 
tempted, equal'Tigilance was displayed.* On this 
latter occasion a report haying been raised that a 
great body of HigUandiers had collectcki on the coast 
of Scotland^ with the intention of making a descent 
on the shores of this bay, the principal part of the 
Belfast volunteers marched to Carrickfergus castle, 
bnd continued to do duty there tiU the alarm had 
entirely subsided* But these symptoms of attach- 
ment to' the cohstituted authorities, were' considered 
by no means incompatible with that spirit of inde- 
pendence which distinguished at this period the in- 
habitants of the north 6( Ireland, particularly the 
town of Belfast, and whidh has still continued to be 
their general chairacter. Soine of the leading mem- 
bers of the coubty Antrim Patriot Club, were inha- 
bitants of thib town, and many of them, so early as 
the year 1757, were incorporated into a volunteer 
company for the defence of their laws and freedom, 
at that timd threatened with an overthrow from the 
. French. 

* In 1739» and th« following year, in consequence of tbe great 
frost, crowd* of wretched people from Belfast and other placet, as- 
sembled on the warrens at Holy wood, and pitching tents there, lived 
on tlie mbsclea which happened at the tiin« tb hate beea ctft up oa ' 
the shore in eztraordinaiy quantities. 
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itaBdi Theik exertioiM vrete «pon required, the expected 

HITMMNI. 

inyaders with a small squadron landing and ta. 
king possession of Carrickfergus in the month of Fe- 
bruary 1760. Thurot, the chief leader of the expe- 
dition, intended to have proceeded first to Bel&st, 
but his opinion was oTemiled, which was certainly 
a most injudicious measure, as this town might have 
been almost taken by surprise, and would haye af- 
forded a mwe abundant plunder, or a richer ran- 
som, than any other place in the north of Ireland, 
the force of the French, consisting only of eight hun- 
dred men, being mudi too small to haye acquired 
any permanent possession. The day after the sur- 
render of Carrickfergus, the French demanded fimn 
the inhabitants of Belfast thirty hogsheads of wine, 
forty of brandy, sixty barrels of beer, six thousand 
pounds of bread, and sixty bullodcs. The order for 
this supply was couched in very peremptory terms> 
and threatened that if it should not be complied with, 
this town and Carrickfergus would be immediately 
burned. Two lighters were accordingly loaded 
with proyisions, but owing to the tempestuous state 
of the weather one of them only sailed the follow- 
ing evening. She was not suffered however to 
reach her destination, being stopped by a tender in 
the road. The French, observing this, reiterated 
their menaces, declaring that if their demands were 
not instantly fulfilled, they would put the inhabitants 
of Carridiferg^ to the sword, burn the town itself. 
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kiid(then inarch to Belfast. Upon this int^ligenee, 
right or ten carts of provisions vrere sent off to sa- 
tisfy their present necessities,, biit only two of them 
anriTed at Carrickfergus, the remainder being seised 
md detained by a party of armed men near this 
town, the people openly displaying the greatest un-- 
winingnees tc^ yield to the imperative requisitions of 
iheinvaders; The lighter, however^ which had be^n 
before stopped in the lough, was permitted, about 
die same time,' to proceed to Carridcfergus. But 
the numerous bodies of determined though Ul ap- 
pointed troops ) whidi po\ired into Belfast from 
all parts cif the country, soon left little apprehen- 
sions for its safety. A strong party of these hasty 
levies stationed themselves within about ttro miles 
bt Carrickferg^, which probably hdd Hie effect of 
intimidilting the enemy, as they departed without 
molestation, after remaining a week in possession of 
that place. The number of vbluhteers who thronged 
to Belfast for its defence amounted to 5852 men, 
and the loss which this town sustained in provisions, 
the payment of militia, and other contingent ex- 
penses, was rated at <£1365, which, on die petition 
of the inhabitants, was liquidated by parliament.* 

Prom the year 1770 to the period of the legisla- 
tive union with Great Britain, the remarkable na- 

'*• Public Guetteer, 1 7^0. Commons* Jourmtlii ▼. 1 1, p. 971. 
G 
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.ture of the information for comiiiUng a hbtory of 
-Belfast is only equalled by its copiousness. Tlie 
desire of scrutinizing into public aflSsurs seems to 
haye gatbered strength from the increase of o(»n* 
nkeroe; and in those numeroqs discussions which 
the eyents of Europe or the state of the naUon so 
loudly and so frequently called fwth, this town was 
always the first and the boldest in the declaration of 
its sentiments. In examining these drcomstanees, 
nothing, perhaps, at first sight, will se&a more 
striking than the outward contrariety whidi appears 
between the politics of 1770 and the present day. 
In the former period, the memories of Sidney, of 
Hampdei), and of ^^ the glorious and immortal King 
William" were conjoined. ** The RcTolution of 
1688," '' the First of July 1690," " the Protestant 
interest all the world OTcr," flowed from the same 
lips which upheld the righta of the American colo-^ 
nies to unlimited freedom, and the names of some 
of the greatest democrats that ever flourished to 
unlimited applause.* 

• A riot of considerable extent took piece here In 1 771, importtnt 
is itielf, but fiur more eztraordioaiy in iu oonsequenoef. The per* 
ticalan will be found in the Oent. end Lond. Megesine, end Free- 
men's Journal, 1771. The following is en abridg^ sttlement:-.* 
The leeses of an esUte in the county of Antrim, the property of the 
Marquis of Dooegall, hsTing expired, it was proposed tbet the land 
should be let only to those who could pay large fines to the landlord 
and extravagant fees to the agent. The greater part of the tenants^ 
unable to comply with such demands, were deprived of their farms 
and other persons placed in them. The original occupiers, enraged 
at thisy committed numerous outrages on the cattle and lands of th« 
new tenants^ aad| «&t«riDg into s kind of anociation, assumed the 
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In ibe year 1778, when the junction of the French 
and the States of America took place, it was seri« 
OQsly and justly feared that not only the Tcssels, 
but the coasts of this country, would be exposed to 
ihe ravages of these powerfol enemies. Taking in«r 
to consideration therefore the defenedess state of 
their own part of the kingdomi a number of the in-^ 
habitants of Belfast embodied themselTcs into a 
Tolunteer company, to repel any attempt which 

name of *• HetrU of SteeV* expretdTe of th^r datarminttum to per- 
sist in ffCMDting tbtir fuppoMd injuiiM, One of these insuxfeols b«T« 
ing been taken prisoner on a charge of felony in Belfast, waa sent to 
the banracks for greater eecurity against any attempt to resene him 
tili his transoaission to the county gaoL The discontented peasantry 
d the neighbourhood, however, arosed with Tarioos despmte wea- 
pons, assembled in thousands to deliTer him, and actually succeeded. 
They burned a house, and would hare proceeded much farther had 
the prisoner not been released* One of their number, however, was 
killed in forcing his way into the barracks. The effects of this in-> 
surrectioD, which extended to the adjoining counties, were much 
more importsnt to the interests ef the whole proTinee. Many thou- 
saada of ProtesUnts, eagerly or rashly Imbibiog the spirit of dissatis- 
faction, or being incapable of maintaining themselTCs in their former 
station, emigrated to America ; and both the respectable authoritiea 
Already referred to for this article conclude their apcount of the 
transaction by remarking, most probably with the greatest truth, that 
these persons, thus leaving their country under feelings of the deap^ 
est resentment, contributed powerfully by their coursge and conduct 
to separate the American colonics from the British crown. These 
particulars are farther corroborated by the fact that, in 1771, and the 
two following years, the emigration to America from the north of 
Ireland was infinitely beyond all former precedent, consisting princi- 
pally of farmers and manufacturers, who by converting their propeiw 
ty into specie, and, of courM, withdrawing it from circulation, occa* 
siooed at the time uncommon injury to the whole country.* It 
was computed that in five or six years the north of |relsnd wss e^- 
bsuated of one fourth of its trading cash, and an equal proportion of 
itt manufacturing people. From Belfast there sailed in the yceri 
1771, l77Sand 1775, thirty ships, burthen 7800 tons; from Lon- 
donderry in the same period thirty-six ships, burthen 10,350 toils; 
and from Newry twenty .two ships, burthen 6,950 tons. From in- 
quiries and investig.itions, it was calculated that the numbe|r of psa« 
HBgers at least equalled the number of tons. 
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might he made agaiast their fires or property. Hie 
same system had been adopted in 1715 and 1745, 
oriciiiorciM biit the origin of the celebrated Tolunteers is to be 
reckoned firom this period, and their association tq 
be ascribed tcmotiyes of defence from foreign pil- 
lage or subjugation . They were farther encouraged 
in their endeavours by adyice which was received 
the same year from Government of i^ meditate at-' 
tack on the northern coasts of the kingdom by three 
or four privateers, much commending likewise their 
alacrity and spirit in arming for their own defence. 
In the following year, (1779) when a descent of Uie 
French on the coapt of this county was daily aqti- 
cipated, the volunt^rs of Belfast consisted of three 
hundred and forty, formed into three companies, all 
well armed, and prepared to receive the enemy. 
The total number in tiie counties of Down and An- 
^ trim amounted at the same time nearly to four 
thousand men. 

It is indispensably necessary that these circum-^ 
stances should be mentioned, as Belfast was un- 
doubtedly the most celebrated town in Ireland for 
the extent of the volunteer system. It is generally 
believed also, that the first company which was 
' formed in the kingdom owed its origin to this town. 
If such an opinion be not altogether correct, it is 
certain that Belfast w^s among the first to form 
such an association ; and though later timen have 
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rendered it somewbat difficult to expatiate on this 
subject witbout entering^ on more discordant topics, 
a succinct detail of the principal incidents which 
accompanied the union of the Belfast ToluntQec% 
may still be divested of aU political sentiments. 

The first advantage which was derived from their riNteiM* 
associatiw was the freedom of trade. * The sove- 
reigUy burgesses, and principal inhabitants of this 
town were early in dedaring their right to such a 
privilege, and in their expression of thanks on the 
repeal of so oppressive and impolitic a restriction. 
. The next era in the history of the Belfast volun- 
teers was the review on the 12th of July I78Q9 near 
this town, under the inspection of the Earl of Char-* 
leniont. For two days the volunteers of Belfast 
and the surrounding country gratified the curiosity, 
and excited the surprise, of a vast concourse of peo- 
ple by the regularity of their manoeuvres, as well 
as the exactness of their appointments in every re- 
spect. There was a mock engagement between 
two parties, each consisting of fourteen hundred 
men, in presence of an assembled multitude of thir- 
ty thousand persons. The movements on both 
sides, consisting of feigned systems of attack and 
defence, were conducted with so much skill and. I'no. 
precision, the uniformity of dress, the excellence of 
dicfcipline, the vast importance attached to the 
whole proceedings, added to the presence and ap- 
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probation of tome of the most distinyubhed cbft- 
racters of the last century, formed a scene which 
created in the minds of the spectators the most sin- 
cere triumph, and which can yet be narrated without 
any offensive retrospections.* Annual reviews were 
held between this time and the final suppression of 
the Yolunteers. In 1781, the number of troops ex- 
ceeded those of the preceding year, amounting to 
more than five thousand n|eh. On this occasion 
two fictitious combats were fought between sufipos* 
ed parties of foreign invaders and other bodies of 
tlie volunteers. One of these was on the cpast of 
Antrim and the other on the opposite shore, The 
assailants on the Antrim side landed from a num- 
ber of boats about four miles down the bay, and were 
encountered immediately on their debarkation. The 
invaders were at first successful, driving the ad-« 
verse party from all their positions, eluding their 
stratagems, and at length making their way to the 
suburbs of the town near the Poor-House. Here 
the defensive army had rallied, and in a general en^ 
gagement routed and dispersed their opponents* 
Counterfeit shells ware discharged; the various 
evolutions w»e so ingeniously contrived, and so 
dext^^usly executed, that, independently of any 
Other feelings, the highest grji^tification was afforded 

* This review, m well es those which succeeded it, took place in 
the Falls Meadows. The place was well adapted for the purpose, 
being extremely level, of considerable cxtcot» and overlooked on both 
sides b J gradiully asccoduig hills, 
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by so iiitarestiag and so norel a spectaAsle. In . 
1783 an encamped review took place, which was 
eclipsed the following year by another, remarkable 
finr the increasing military spirit which characteris- 
ed the different companies. 

These. reviews, however, were but relaxations yj^^^g^^ 
from more imp<Nrtant concerns. After acquiring the um^, 
freedom of trade, the next object was to establish the 
Irish house of commons totally independent of the 
British parliament. This proposition was also at* 
tended with success, the claims of the latter to enact 
laws for Ireland being renounced in the year 1783. 
The people were encouraged by these concessions, 
and numerous meetings were held in this town to 
congratulate those members of the legislature whose 
principles aocorded with the popular sentiments, 
and to petition for a more equal repreaentation in the 
Irish parliammt« The proceedings and resohitions 
of the celebrated Dungannon conventions of 1782, 
and the sooceeding year, were adopted by the in-i 
habitants of thin town with the utmost unanimity 
and concord. In 1784, they farther resolved to give 
exclusive encooragement to Irish manufacture. This 
resolution, whidi wad most cordially CTabraced at 
a general meeting, is not less patriotic than laud* 
able, and has been often suggested both before 
find since that period. The sentiments of the vo- 
lunteers of this town and country in favour of 
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paHiamentary reform, continued to be exifreBsed on 
all suitable opportunities, and every measure fol- 
lowed which could facilitate in the accomplishment 
of an end which seemed to them so desirable and 
necessary. 

^gjoj[«>« I'he Norihem Whi^ Club was org^niced in the 
^'^^** year 1790, chiefly with the view of mollifying ihode 
virulent and democratic principles which -were con- 
ceived by its institutors entirely inconsisteiit with 
rational and constitutional freedom. The Earl of 
Charlemont was one of the principal promoters of 
• the association, this town being considered* the 
centre of its operatidnsi The following year (1791) 
is rendered remarkable by ah occurrence which well 
deserves particular notice. It was the commemonu- 
tion of the French revolution on the 14th of July. 
The volunteers and inhabitants formed a pr6ee82> 
sion through the town, bearing portraits of Franklin 
and Mirabeau, with various mottoes and emblems 
of a similar hind, displaying, by their words as well 
as by their actions, the most excessive joy and 
sympathy at the efforts of the French people; Not 
contented with these demonstrations, they despatch- 
ed, with unanimous consent, an address of warm 
congratulatidn and encouragement to the National 
Assembly, expressive of their gratitude and asto- 
nishment at the stupendous events whidi they had 
begun under so propitious circumstances, and which 
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veris in their Ofnioii) dn^wingto a fortunate oon- 
ohuion. ^ It 10 goad for hmDan nature/^ aaid they, 
^ikai Ae frasa grows where the Baatile stood. 
We do rejeice at an event whidi aeemed the hreak- 
iag of a oham that held umiverMU Franee hi a 
Baatile of wd\ and rdligiooa houdage/' I« anen 
ther fdaoe the fallowing paragraph oeenrs : ^* We» 
too, hare a eomtry and we haU it Terjr dear ; ao 
dear to as ita intereBi, &ai we wish all ei^il amd 
weligieMB intoleramce annihilaied in this land; ao 
dear to ua its AMiottr, that we wish an eternal atop to 
Urn traffic of public liberty^ whieh is han|^t by one 
•and sold to another; so dear to na ita/fv^daai, tbait 
we wiah far nothing so muGfa as a rettt repre^et^ta- 
Htm ff the natiotutl wMf tha sureai guide and.guar- 
dian of naikoal happineaa/' 

- Taia aMaessy whidi ia wtitien in an extrendy 
jaerroua atyle^ was answered by Ibe soneiiaa of 
Birardeaux and Nantz in a tone eqnally eleTatnd, 
and what eannoi bnt aeem ei^taondinary^ aUnding 
diatinetly to tihe ipoluntecr inatiiaitions, aa shewing 
thflm whal armed eitiaens conld parfoim. After 
lbs leidew in the noiiih of Jnly 179S^ Ae Freneh 
reflEohitioa was again odebrated with ainiihir t ejoio* 
ings, Nnmarouaflags, with de^oea and inaoiiptiona^ 
weae borne along by the joyous muHitude. <3f Acae 
ihe m^t curiona periiapa waa o^e which waa pre- 

B 
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pared as an insulting representation of the Dutch, 
who had also it was alleged engaged in the " wick- 
ed conspiracy of tyrants against the liberties of 
man.^' The trafficking Hollanders were to be 
personified by a piece of coaTse woollen doth half 
hoisted on a pole, which was to hare been hooted by 
the infuriated populace. Neman could be found to 
bear the ignominious burthen, which was inscribed 
with Goldsmith^s celebi'ated line, ** Heavens ! how 
unlike their Belgian sires of old." Another of 
the flags on tliis occasion, carried by a number of 
persons from Cammoney and.Templepatrick, was 
impressed with the following strange and ominous 
words, ^'Our Gallic brotlier was born July 14, 
1 789^ Alas ! we are still in embryo ." On the other 
side, ^' Superstitious Jealousy, the cause of the Irish 
Bastile ; let us unite and destroy it.'' ' The portrait 
of Dr. Franklin had for its motto, " Where liberty 
is there is my country." The multitude which at» 
tended the procession far exceeded, both in number 
and in yehemence, any former assemblage which had 
been witnessed in this town. A second declaration 
was sent to the National Assembly of France ; and 
also an address to the people of Ireland, proclaiming 
the steadiness and determination of the yolunteers^ 
and other inhabitants of Belfast and its vicinity, in 
the great cause of parliamentary reform, and utterly 
reprobating the . principle that religious opinions 
should be the means of producing any political in- 
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equality. It may confidently be aifinned that, ex- 
cept in the country where that amazing event took 
place, the French revolution has no where been ccr 
Jpbmied with more pomp, more pure aincerity, and 
genuine satisfaetipn, than in this town. Every sub-r 
sequent step pf the republican^ towards the apparent 
stability of their iGreedom was hailed ifith rejoicings 
and illuniinations. The state of politics would seem 
to have eptirely captivated the attention of the peo- 
ple ; and the recent occurrences on the continent 
bad, undoubtedly, a very material influence in giving 
birth to those bold sentiments which were published 
about tbia time by the volunteers and the different 
societies in the town, as well as to those more un- 
b^PPy measures to whiph such proceedings ulti-* 
ipately led, 

The most strenuous efforts were made by many 
|n this place to ieffect a permanent and friendly coali* 
tion with the Roman Catholics, thai their united en- 
deavours might be directed tq the attainment of those 
alterations in the established government which en- 
grossed sq n|uch of tl^eir thoughts, So early as the 
year 1790, advances towards reconciliation had 
been made, and many petitions were sent from this ^^^^ 
town to parliament, strongly representing the pro* ^SS^ 
priety and policy of Catholic emancipation. Meet- 
ings of the volunteers and of the inhabitants were 
(Extremely frequent about the same period, al| 
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dedaring tlie danger of the cottfttry, kvtA tbe n^sn^t^ 
sity for active and speedy pfeparatiote. PriMjpleft 
of a trcsatsonaMe tendency are dearty 16 be traced in 
sotne <rf the doennents whidi iMiied frott tbe Bdftuit 
presft, in the la1*er Md of the year 17«, and iatlM| re- 
port of file Secret Committee of the HdU«eof iMda^ 
for Maix;fa 1T98, a copoua account is gii^n pt an ntt- 
Uffua! tumultnary spirit xfhich had been tridjdy dif- 
fased In this town and c6ttnty, kept alive by nume. 
mus seditiotrt pamphlets Uttd private military inachi- 
nations, which couM not but cause very great in- 
quietude. Secret societies (of which there Wem 
several mentioned as existing in Belfast), instituted 
for procuring subscriptions <^ taxes, to be used foi: 
pusposes concealed from the government, were con- 
sidered to be quite at variance with the existence of 
public tranquillity. The same month, therefore, 
was dbtinguished by the extinction of tiie volunteers . 
A proclamation was issued by by the lord lieutenant 
that no more armed associations should be raised, 
and that bodies of men should not appear in future 
either in the town of Belfast or elsewhere in mili- 
tary array. The proclamation states that great 
quantities of arms and gunpowder had been collect* 
ed hete, that bodies of men were exercised and dril- 
led by night as. well by day, and that though their 
declared object was redress of grievances, their real 
intentions were of a much more aspiring nature. 
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being iiotliing^ lesti thfta to dictate Bot odIj Id thu 
parliament but to the ^qvemment itself. 

This ayfiften of Unitod Iridmi^n had for a consi- 
derable time been making a rapid progress in diis i^ 
town, notwithstanding the arresits and prohibitions 
of g^Ternmetot, and the inveterate animosity whicb 
the soldiers, aiDoprding to the pablic prints of the 
period, took every occasion to display towards its 
inhabitants. The obnoxious signs of Dumonrier, 
Frankfin, and Mivabeau were demolished ; and the 
peace of the town was oft^n distnrbed by different, 
military riots. In the latter end of die year 1794, se- 
Teral additional societies of United Irishmen were 
formed in Belfast.* In the preceding year there were 
fbmr, nor did they take any precautions to conceal 
their number. On the remoyal-of Earl Fitzwilliam 
in March 1795, after his short administration, the 
28th of that month was observed by the iidiabitants 
of this town as a day of national calamity, no shops 
or counting-houses being open. But after this event 
the societies of United Irishmen increased with 
alarming rapidity in tiie counties of Down and An- 
trim ; and on the lOth of May 1795, representatives 
from seventy -two of these associations met at Belfast, 
and framed that extensive system of committees 
which rend^ed their plan so remarkable and so in- 

• Mac Xeveo't Piccet of Irish History, p. 76. 
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.geniousy and ivhich best. suited tlusir risiflg Im^ 
portance.* . 

Anvufof '^^^ month of September in the following year 

MOfJ^ (1796), was distinguisheci by the numb^ of lurrests 
which took place in this town for high treason. 
On the appearance of the French fleet oQ* Bantry 
bay in January 1797, the greater part of the inhi^-« 
bitants of Belfast agreed to arm as yeomen in d'e-» 
fence of their Country, though many refused to co- 
operate in such proceedings without first obtaining 
some satisfaction on those political points for whidt| 
. they continued both openly and «^cr(3tly to contend^ 
Arrests, prosecutipns, aqd seizures of arms proceed- 
ed will} the utmost rigour. During these distur^*- 
Jiances sqme Orange ^nd Masonic lodges belopging 
to, or connected with Belfast, toqk an opportunity 
of disclaiming all connection with rebellious and 
traitorous associations, and to publish their deter- 
mination of upholding the reigning King and coq-q 
citation I 

Martial uw ^^ ^'^Y ^798, martial law was proclaimed in th^ 
principal streets of this town, and four companies of 
yeomanry, which had been formed here, commen- 
ced regular duty, the activity of the gOTcrnment and 
others increasing with the more certain tokens of the 
approaching insurrection. The brass field -pieces 

• Mac Neyen** Tiec^i of Iriih Ilistery, p. 101. 
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wKich had bdoDged to the Tolunteera were deli ter- 
ed to General Nugent, except one which was shorts 
ly after recovered from the rebels when defeated at 
Antrim. On intelligence that the insurgents had 
assembled in great force near Lame, every effort 
was made by the proper authorities to frustrate their 
intentions of opening a communication with their 
disaffected associates in Belfast. Sentinels were 
placed at the different outlets from the town, with 
rigid injunctions to permit so persons to pass, ex^ 
eept those coming to and from market. A number 
of the inhabitants were formed at the same time 
into a supplementary corps of yeomam^y* When gj'iyjjj; 
the rebellion broke out in the county of Down, ^fto^Si 
many persons fled hither for security from different 
parts of the country ; but several of them, fearing 
greater danger than the appearance of affairs really 
warranted, sailed from this port for England or 
Scotland. While the troops were engaged with the 
rebels at Ballynahinch on the 12th and 13th of June 
1798, die shops in this town were shut, and their 
occupants commanded to remain quiet in their 
houses. The cannofaading was distinctly heard 
here during the conflict ; and after the rout of th6 
insurgents in that quarter, the Belfast troop of yeo,. 
men cavalry published a declaration of loyalty, many 
of the inhabitants also who were unable to undergo 
military service seconding their exertions by liberal 
pecuniary contributions. 
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Grettauerity Qk tlie bodiiig of the French at Killala in flie 

on the pan of ^ 

^ yecntan. g|Q,|y| ^ Auguflt, the yeoDianry of thia town eirinoed 
great alacrity and readiness in entering again on 
permanent duty, the {i^eyious dispersion of the re- 
bels in this neighbourhood having albwed them to 
remit some of their strict discipline. Vast num- 
bers of prisoners continued to be brought in. Most 
of theite were discharged; some sent on board 
a tender in the lough, which conveyed then to 
Fort George, in Scotland ; but those whose guiU 
appearcfd most manifest suffered the punishment of 
their rebellion 4 There were seven persons executed 
in this town. The last execution took place on the 
17th Of May, 1799, soon after which the court mar- 
tial was dissolved, and partial tranquillity restored. 
In the Bime year (October 7th,) the Marquis Com- 
waUis arrived in Belfast, and was presented by the 
sovereign and burgesses with sm address in favour 
bf the union, a measure at that time under discus- 
sion in parliament^ and which had already been ap- 
proved of in a declaration of fifteen hundred noble- 
men, gentlemen, and freeholders, belonging to this 
county. Persons suspected of roal-practices, how- 
ever, still continued to be arrested even in the 
year 1800, and the frequent murders which were 
perpetrated about the same time in different parts ql 
the country afforded melancholy proofs of the evil 
consequences of precipitate and unsuccessful rebel- 
lion. The rash attempt, in 1803, to renew such ca- 
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lamitiefl, though it is thought to have had some secret 
abettors in this town, had likewise many firm op- 
posers. At a large meeting of the inhabitants, the 
greatest detestation was expressed at this interrap- 
tion to the recovering peace of the kingdom, and 
two volunteer corps were speedily raised to assist if 
necessary in its suppression. 

The history of the town since that period is near- 
ly devoid of events which require to be recorded.* 
This however arises, in some respects, as much from 
the recentness of their occurrence as from any want 
of intrinsic importance, to which they will one 
day seem more entitled than at present. It will 
be sufficient to observe that the spirit of political 
opposition which has so long distinguished the town 
of Belfast, and of which so many examples have 
been adduced, has by no means evaporated, and 
that the inhabitants in general appear careful to 
maintain this character on every occasion which calls 
for its display. Their opportunities, it is true, are 
less frequent or less regarded than in the exalted 
times when all were armed and patriotic volunteers ; 

• It may not b« unnecesMry to obsenre, that on tbe IStb of July 
1813. a very unfortu Date party riot took place here, in which two 
penoni were ahot by the Orangemen in North Street, and some othera 
wounded on both sides. The criminals were tried, and puniahed 
by imprisonment at the ensuing aaaizea. Previous to this affair the 
return of this anoiTersary had always been marked by very serious 
disturbancesi but no great disorder has since occnrreiL 
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but they are stUl so much valued as to have obtained 
for Belfast the name of the most independent and pub- 
lic spirited town in the kingdom. The remarkable 
era of its history however has perhaps passed. There 
will not be revealed to Irish posterity more curious 
or more instructive information than will be found 

in the annals of Belfast for the latter half of the 
eighteenth century ; and though the experience of 
two or three hundred years may diminish their no- 
velty, it will but increase the wonder at events which 
the herald of antiquity must long and faithfully 
commemorate. 
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FORMER STATE, &c. 



OF TBS 



TOWN OF BELiFAST. 



Though the preceding hiBtory might be sufficient 
to throw some light on the early state of this town, 
it is equally necessary and important to ascertain 
with more precision its size or population in former 
times, and to describe its progress from an insignifi- 
cant and a late origin to its present prosperous situa- 
tion. Frqin the oldest i^otice of a decisive ki^d which 
can be discovered relative to these particulars, it 
may justly be inferred, that before t^e time of its 
disposal to lord deputy Chichester^ the town of 
Belfast was as limited in magnitude as it was rude 
in its buildings . But the establishm^ijit of aQ opulent 
and powerful family concurring with its elevation to 
municipal authority, the appearance of the town no 
doubt improved with that of the castle. Till the re- ^SS^ a 
bellion of 1641^ however, and for a considerable townS^nT 
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ofwSfcr *™^ ^^^^ ^^^ period, Belfast was always considered 
*^*- a small garrison town dependant on Carrickferg^s, 

and the earliest plan from which its size can be de- 
termined appears to ha^e been taken about 1660, or 
perhaps some years later. In this map there are 
only five finished streets, besides several others in- 
complete. On a first view of it, the town might 
seem fortified, and surroonded with walls. It has 

Account rfiu 

wSi**^ ^ ^^^ found, however, that it was never walled, but 
merely encompassed by a deep ditch and earthen 
rampart, of the former of which some parts were 
visible a very few years ago. At the junction of 
riercules Street, North Street, and John Street, 
there was an entrance into the town called the 
North Gate, a name which was retained till within 
these forty years. The rampart ran hence in a 
straight line to Chapel Lane, where stood the only 

Gates and othcr outlct from the town denominated the Mill 
Gate, part of the walls and arch of which remain- 
ed within the memory of many persons now living. 
From this the rampart proceeded to the north west 
angle of the White Linen Hall, where there was a 
regular bastion, tlience towards Arthur Street, 
where a similar outwork was raised, both of which 
are marked in the annexed plan. Between them the 
fortification was complete, and continued so until 
the opening of Donegall Place and erection of the 
Linen Hall about the year 1784 ; many trees, also, 
which had been planted on the rampart soon after 
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tained a great size, sharing the same fate. The in- 
trenchment (secured, however, as appears by the 
plan, with one additional bulwark) then passed to 
the sea, terminating near the place which is now 
called May^s Dock, and where the Blackstaff river 
formerly discharged itself, the present bed of that 
stream from the Paper Mill to the Lagan being an 
artificial cut.* In the opposite direction from 
the North Qate, the rampart ran for a short 
distance nearly parallel with John Street, but 
soon deviated from this course to Donegal! Street, 
and Talbot Street, turning finally to the north 
east near Mary Street, where it again ended in 
the sea. This is the account which has been 
received from the old inhabitants of the town, 
and the slight disagreement which it offers from the 
plan may be satisfactorily reconciled, by consider- 
ing that various alterations may have taken place 
since the time of its original formation. The fosse 
was deep, and from the vestiges which lately re- 
mained, appears to have been fifteen or twenty feet 
in breadth. The rampart was of great solidity, 
and faced, agreeably to some accounts, with stone. 
The gates also were high and strong, and fur- 
nished, according to an assessment laid on the town 

• This improvement was made about the begioning of the lait 
century by Arthur, third Earl of Donegal), principally with the be- 
nevolent intention of affbrdiog eenployment and the meant of support 
to the working classes of the place, afflicted at the time with a great 
dearth of provisions, which cootinued for several years. 
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in 1644, with competent draw-bridges and iron 
Extent of 1^9 works. From a scale attached to this plan the ex- 
tent of the rampart may be determined. It was 
1690 yards, or nearly one mile in circuit. That part 
of the town next the Lagan , which did not require 
any artificial defence, comprised in length more than 
half that distance, making; the whole circumference 
of Belfast in its warlike state upwards of 9, mile 
and a half Irish. From the Records, it would f^ji- 
pear that the rampart was first constructed as a 
protection against the Irish in 1641 . 

^ito f**^ We find frpm this plan that the oldest part* of 
the town igre High Street, which was not then 
completed ; Bridge Street, east side of Com Mar- 
ket and William Street South, Skipper Street, 
Church Lane, and a portion of Waring Street ; 
one side ' of Rosemary Street, parts of Hercule? 
Street, Castle Street, Ann Street, Poultry Square, 
and North Street from the Exchange to John Street. 
None of these however at present contain the oldest 
houses, and many of what are at this day the most 
populous parts of the town were not then in exist- 
ence. So great and so rapid has been the change, 
that it might be even impossible to discover tlie place 
to which the following presentment of the Grand 
Jury of the county of Antrim for 1719 refers, a data 
posterior probably by fifty years to the plan now 
under consideration. ^^ Wee present that Sam 
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Smith Marcht. in Belfast shall take in and fill up 
that wast ground betwixt his Malt-house and Pet- 
ters-hill rangeing with y* front ditch of Mr James 
Arbuckle^s fields and houses thereon built and 
to paye the same in three years it being a pre- 
cipice and Newsance to trade the Butchers keeping 
their Bullocks there to the great abuse of the Hids.'* 

The streets in the old map are dii^ided into te- 5?lSiui« 
nementsy but. do not appear to correspond in «**"p'^ 
breadth with their present condition. Skipper 
Street is represented broader than Bridge Street , 
and Rosemary Street broader than North Street or 
Ann Street, the contrary being at present the 
case in all these instances. This, however, is 
perhaps an inaccuracy in the plan, as these streets 
most probably still remain of the same breadth at 
whidi they were originally laid down. The stream 
also which nms through the centre of High Street 
was at that time uncovered, and continued so tilt 
about sixty years since, when there were many old 
trees growing on its banks. In 1663, it was ordered 
that every person should build up as much of the 
river of Belfast as fronted his dwelling, with 
brick, or stone and lime, such height above the 
pavement as part of the said river wall is aheady 
made. This^ however, could not always prevent 
the inconvenience attending it. By the plan, the pjvebrid«« 
rivulet is crossed by five bridges : the first, opposite ****** 
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Skipper Street ; the second, midway between Skip- 
per Street and Bridge Street ; the third, at the ter> 
mination of Bridge Street ; the fourth, nearly in 
front of what is now called Wine Cellar Entry ; 
and the fifth at Corn Market. 

iiiecattk. The most conspicuous public building in this 
plan is the Castle, the site of which now chiefly con- 
sists of a market for fish and vegetables. There is 
not the least remnant of this building now remain- 
ing ; but after having been granted to the Donegall 
family it became one of their principal places of re- 
sidence, great pains being taken to improve and 
beautify it. An English tourist, who travelled 
through part of Ireland ii^ 1635, calls it ^^ a dainty 
stately palace, the beauty and glory of the town,'* 
and farther describes it as surrounded with fine gar- 
dens, and orchards reaching to the lough, or rather 
to the Lagan, which was not then confined in so 
narrow a bed as it is at present. These gardens oc- 
cupied the ground on which the Linen Hall is built^ 
together with Donegall Place, and several of the 
other streets in that direction. The Castle and its 
appurtenances were all within the rampart, and en- 
closed in a second fortification, as it is mentioned 
by another tourist in 1708, as designed for a place 
of strength as well as pleasure. In this same year 
(1708) it was almost entirely destroyed by fire, 
and has not since been rebuilt. The small part, 
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however, which escaped the conflagration was af- 
terwards inhabited, and it is only a few years since 
the remaining walls were removed, when they were 
found to be eight feet in thickness. * 

The old Church is likewise marked in this plan, 
and placed exactly in the same situation as the 
present Chapel of Ease. This buUding, according 
to tradition, was converted from its sacred use by 
the parliamentarians in 1649, either into a fortress 
to command the town or into a magazine for their 
-arms. It has been impossible to discoyer the time 
when it was erected. From the testimony of those 
who recollect this church, it is described as having 
been nearly square, without any external ornament, 
and principally built of brick. 

This plan, which b to be found in Rapines His- 
tory of England, contains one very singular mis- 
take, the placing of a bridge across the Lagan be- 
fore the present structure was erected. With the 
exception of this, its bearings in every other re- 
spect are nearly correct. It is impossible to account 
in a satisfactory manner for such an error.' There 
is a tradition that the ford, by which the river was 
formerly passed, commenced near the end of Wa- 
ring Street ; while this bridge is rplaced in a direc- 
tion very far distant from this and even opposite to 
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a. There is no poutite account to warrant the be- 
lief that any former building of this kind existed 
! here, except a tradition that the lUagan was at one 
time crofised by a temporary causeway of stones, 
which was, howeyer, by no means worthy of the 
name of a bridge* It is still more remarkable, how- 
eyer, that in a different edition of Rapin's His- 
tory, the error is repeated, and instead of the 
straight line across the riyer which (he former 
draught exhibits, the bridge appears complete, the 
arches regular and finished* This latter plan has 
probably been taken near the time of the Reyolu* 
tion, though the superficial appearance of each is 
nearly similar. There is in it, howeyer, another 
street or lane leading fitnn North Street, with the 
addition of seyeral roads or cro^s ways, both within 
and without the rampart. The riyer also which 
flows through High Street was furnished at thb 
time with six bridges. 

ycrypoor '^i^'^ withiu the last sixty years the houses in this 

MMun^ town were of a yery mean description. There is a 
^i^ certain account that in 1720 all the houses in Bridge-* 
Street were thatched with straw, and they probably 
remained so till a much later period. So early am 
the year 16S8, it is recorded that malt kilns in the 
body of the town were so dangerous that they might 
occasion its entire destruction by fire, a truth which 
daily accidents had rendered sufficiently conyincing. 
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From Hub iBfo?matioii it I0 aloHMt reMoaaUe to 
hiffir, that wood has been the priacipal material 
with which all the boUdiaga at that time were oob- 
atrneted. lo 1067, it hating been found that the 
towa had auibred mwh by fire from the imiTenial 
nee of wooden d^niea^ it waa orderad by flie cor- 
poration that ati eneh ahonld be taken down. li 
appeare alao^ that in 1086, ttie inliabitante were 
•bliged to furniBhy among other artides to prevent 
flamee from epreading, two polea with hooks aad 
ehmna tor tlie pnrpoee of pttUkig down houeee on 
oMh emwgenciea. 

Tan fomm atateef the town is frrther denoted ouhmmm. 

tloaifroiBtlMi 

by many euriona bnt detaohed regnlatiraa in fhe SScS^ 
Reoordaoftheoerpcnratioa. In 1960, it being eon^ ^^^ 
aidered perhaps derogatory to the honour of the 
borough, the eoter^gn of Belfiut was prohibited 
fi'om selfing by retail any ale, wine, or aqua Titae. 
In 1605, it was ordered that no inn keeper, ale seU 
ler, or victualler, should suSSw any person, unless 
a lodger, to drink or play at any game what-' 
soerrer alter the hour of nine at night. The year 
1676frumishe8 us witka more striking and arbi- 
trary kw, when it waa decreed that no stranger 
or alien should put to sale, dtber in public or pri* 
Tate, any bread except on the market day, and 
then only from nine o^ciock in the morning till three 
in the afternoon. A notable edict also occurs in 
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1674. Complaints haviiig J^een made that the coun- 
try people stuffed out th^ii^ sacks 'with long turf, so 
tliat they did not contain the proper quantity, it 
was ordered by the corporation that each sack 
should bold the Bourdeaux hogshead measure of 
seventy gtUlons/or be forfnted to the poor of the 
town ; and to (NreYent the possibility of fraud on 
the pretext of ignorance, it wi^ at the same time 
enacted, that four hogsheads of full Bpurdeaux 
gauge should be lodged in different parts pf the 
town, and discreet persons appointed to see the law. 
put in force. A more tragical business was dis-* 
cussed in the year 1678. It haying been represmt-* 
ed that the '^ mastive dogs^* belonging to the but- 
chers and tanners bad attacked and killed cqyvn, 
horses, as well as other, cattle, ii| the streets and 
fields ; that they were also so outrageous as ta^ 
have seized both men and boys, tearing them, and, 
devouring their flesh, whereby the whole town was 
put into imminent danger and confusion, an order 
was issued by the corporation that all such, if not 
sufficiently muzzled, or otherwise secured, be de-r. 
stroyed, and their owners fined and imprisoned*. 
In 1681,. from the remonstrances of the inhabitants, 
concerning the unfairness of granting to the sovereign 
as had been agreed to, in 1667, the amount of some, 
petty exactions which it had been custemary to levy^ 
a resolution was made that the law for that purpose 
should be rescinded, and the funds so raised applied 
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to the general advantage of the corporation, though 
with this proviso, that some portion might BtiU be 
allowed to the soyereign on fit oocaaiona towards 
^* his hospitallitie and house keeping.** By an act 
of assembly dated 1667^ t)ie free batchers of the town 
were commanded to ddiver to the sovereign, *^ on 
account of ancient onstome/* the tongues of all cat- 
tle killed within the boroughi and those who were 
not members of the corporation four pence in mo- 
ney as an equivalent for eaeh tongue ; a fine to be 
exacted for non-compliance. In 1885, a still more 
singular toU was paid ; twQ turf out of every sack, 
which came to market^ In. 1704, at the Ballymena. 
Quarter Session^, it was ordered that all mutton 
exposed for sale in Belfast be taken up, if the skin 
be not attached, with the proper marks tot inspect 
tion, 

. It is entirely applicable to the present subject, A««tc f 
and extremely curious in itself, to collect any facts ^y ^ 
relative to the. wages which were paid to work- 
men for their labour, and the prices of eommo-t 
dities, in remote times. The earliest information 
which has been procured respecting the former is 
from the old Grand Jury Book of tiie county, and 
the presentment on this subject, which was made in 
the year 1712, has at least as direct an allusion 
to Belfast as to any other place. It is to the fol- 
lowing effect : ^' Whereas by experience it is found. 
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fliat the bkMiog of plenty doth in thb County 
Oecasion IdlenoM and much raise y* demands and . 
wages of workmen and Labonrers to ExtraTagancy ; 
flierefore in Considerncion of the present Scarcity 
of money, we Doe present the sererall justices of 
the following rates for treadsroen and Labourers, 
to be sufficient for th^r seyerall days wotk, until! 
Midi* next, vis. to Carpenters, Bricklears^measons, 
I^aisterers, and Slaters, hayeing their meat nine 
pence every day, or one Shill without, attthe Elec- 
tion of the Imployers ; to every day Labourer S*, 
bavdng tiieir meat, and 5* without, att the choice 
affores' ; to Taylors with meat 4^, and to Gleazers 
0^, with meat, and to Iftoomakers with meat 4"^/' 

Tns prices of goods have experienced an equal 

Ktecta augmentation. In 1608, beef was sold at fourteen 
shillings per barrel, rather a dubious mode of rec- 
koning. From the valne of some oth^ articles at 
the same period, it does not appear that any great 
increase took place from 1608 to 1793, when wo 
have a regular Mst of the current rates of different 
commodities, in some few instances bearing nearly 
the same prices as at present, but more frequently a 
half, a third, or even a fourth, less. Shrub and 
brandy were each six shillings per gallon ; rum and 
gin, four shillings and six pence ; whiskey, three 
sliillings. Butter was twenty seven shillings ; Eng- 
Ush cheese, thirty shillings ; salt, two riiillings and 
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two pence ; wlieat, aevai shillipgs ; Bagttsh barley 
four ■biilingfl ; and Irish, three ahillinga per cwt. 
Scotch coab also are rated in 1752 at fourteen ahil^ 
linga per ton, English only at thirteen, and rough 
taUow at three ahillinga per atone. 

One of the moat neoeaaary facta which can be in- SSSSSS^ 
troduoed, in explaining the ancient state of Belfaat, ^ne^^ 
ia (o shew the importance which waa once attached ^tlm.^^*"^ 
to the decrees of the corporation, aa well aa the 
ceremony whidi accompanied aB their proceedings 
and deliberations. The sovereign and burgesses 
assembled regularly with due dignity in the tholse), 
or town house, to make laws for the goYcmment of 
the borough . The commonalty were represented by 
a jury ; the freemen were possessed of varioos 
privileges, and divided into bodies according to 
their respective trades. Fees were paid for admis - 
sion to the freedom of the town, and the most sub- 
missive obedience required to the commanda or re- 
gulations of the assembly. As illustrative of their 
authority, there is a notice in 1660, that every free 
burgess, and free commoner, should, *^ for the cre^ 
dit, and grace of the corporation,'' be ready under 
a heavy penalty to accompany Uie sovereign either 
on horse or foot, to meet and attend any nobleman, 
judge of assize, or other stated person. In 1673, a 
petition of the free taylors to the sovereign and 
burgesses, represents, that the petitioners contribute 
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thdr share of taxes and other dues to the adyantage 
of the town, yet, notwithstanding the good and 
wholesome laws now established by the common 
council for the encouragement of freemen, '' a nu- 
morous sort of idyll vagabond taylors daily resort 
hither, reapeing the Benefitte of the said Towne 
out of your Pettitioners mouthes, not soe much as 
paying one farthing to any public diarge.*' The 
interlopers, upon this, were ordered to withdraw. 
Great importance also was formerly obserred in 
the creation of freemen, and the freedom of the 
borough as a mark of respect was often presented to 
indiyiduals of distinguished rank. There are pro- 
bably inhabitants still liying who have been admit- 
ted to these priyileges. Every custom of the kind 
Noiveanen howevcr is now cxtiuct and unknown. There is 
no town house at present in Belfast ; there are no 
freemen or guilds of trades. The Lord of the 
Castleis merely a nominal title, and the office of Con- 
stable, as far at least as to any duty which it imposes, 
has also long been obsolete. Neither is there any 
more than external formality in the election of bur- 
gesses or members of parliament, there being at pre- 
sent among the former two vacancies, besides the 
non -residence of several others who are in no man- 
ner connected with the general business and welfare 
of the town. 



or guild! 
oftnuleiat 
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It appears from the Records, that sessions were 
formerly held in Belfast ; and that about the year i^ 
1640, the assizes for the county of Antrim were also 
established here for a short time. 

As conneeted with the early state of this town, JS^TSpw- 

■omId trate 

an account must be given of the tokens formerly loSdCM. 
issued by persons in trade, and which were for a 
considerable length of time the only small money in 
circulation both in Great Britain and Ireland. The 
oldest which belongs to Belfast, was struck in 
1637, by George Martin.* A more general coin- 
age however took place in the time of the Common- 
wealth by Cteorge Macartney, John Steward, Alex« 
ander Sinklar, William Moore, and several others. 
They are all dated 1656-7, marked with the initials 
of the issuer, and have most frequently, for a de- 
vice, a ship or bell. These tokens are all execut- 
ed with great skill and neatness,t except that of 

• This coin is exaetly represented in the plete, and thoagh In ex- 
cellent preeerratioo, it is imponible to ascertein whether the date l>e 
1637* or 1057. Aa no other tokens appear to ha?e been struck st 
the former period, and aa great numbers were Issued at the latter, 
the date Hied on above may be a mistake.. It is equally probable, 
however* that 1637 may be correct, Martin having been admitted a 
free stapler of the corporation that year. He was, perhaps, the same 
person who was sovereign in 1649. when Cromwdl's troops entered 
the town. Having refused, on this occasion, to billet the soldiers, 
allegfaig that it was contrary to hia oath, bia property waa given up 
to plnnder. 

f They are very different in this respect from some struck in the 
neighbouring towns, particularly one of JG56, belonging to Liane- 
garvie, or Lisburn, which is of the most rude and chimsy eiecution 
thai can be well imagined. 

L 
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John Bushy which is extremely rade and struck on 
a French coitfi of Louis XIII. 

There appear to have been none made from this 
time until 1670, when a great number were coined. 
They bear, on one side, the name and arms of *the 

D 

owner; on the other, his crest or initials, with I, 
for one penny. Many similar tokens were issued 
about the same time from other places, as Carrick- 
fergus, Antrim, Lisbum, Glenarm, BroUghshane, 
and even Holy wood. Several of these are impress- 
ed with a large igure 4, to signify, it has been 
thought, that the coiner dealt in commodities from 
the four quarters of the globe.* 

On the rejection of Wood^s famous copper money, 
many persons in the north of Ireland, about the 
year 1735, resumed the plan of coining tokens. 
Several were struck in Belfast at this time, of which 
there are specimens in the annexed plate. They 
differ, both in size and shape, from the old tokens, 
being considerably larger, and passing, with the ex- 
ception of one, for two pence. They have on one 
side, '^ I promise to pay the Bearer Two pence ;" 
then the coiner's name, after which follows, ^^ Bel- 
fast 1735 .'' The reverse presents a device, with 
some appropriate inscription ; as a dove flying with 

• It will be obwrTcd hj the plate, that the only Bel fait tokea 
marked in tbit nanner it tiiai of Oeoif* Martin. 
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an olive branch, and the motto, ^'good tidings.'* 
On another, the words ^^bold fast/' surmounted by 
a grim, lion-like visage, fully as expressive as the 
motto itself. There have been several other pieces 
of this description circulated here in 1735, and 
though halfpence were shortly after coined by George 
II, these tokens must have continued long in use, 
as many old persons yet recollect them passing, 
though wiA most people the remembrance is only 
preserved in that common phrase, '^ not wprth a 
two penny ticket," 

There are materials by which this subject might 
be e;i;tended to a much greater length, but however 
curiouB they might appear to the inhabitants of the 
town, they are tOQ ^ifhily local to be generally in- 
teresting. It may, i^eed, be said, that no informa- 
tion which relates to so great Md important a place 
as Belfast should be considered altogether unwor- 
thy of notice, but it is presumed, that the space 
which might have been allotted to this part of the 
work, will be much more profitably occupied in 
illustrating the present state of the town, and in 
detailing the history and progress of its different 
establishments, than by giving minute accounts of 
the revolutions in property, or the rise and down- 
fal of families. 
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OF THB 



TOWN OF BELiFAST. 



iMflntat The town of Belfast at present must certainly 

prcMnttlie '^ 

^SeS^ ^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^ Ireland, for the extent of its com- 
merce and manufactures, as well as for the wealth of 
its inhabitants. It might in several respects hold a 
still higher place. Great part of the productions of 
the neighbouring counties is here consumed or ship- 
ped, this town being considered the chief emporium 
of the north of Ireland for every article, either of 
foreign or domestic produce, and in some branches 
of manufacture it is superior both to Cork and the 
metropolis. 



|J»J22^ Belfast iss generally described as being a very 

^ handsome town. The houses, however, are ex- 

tremely irregular in their height, which may relieve 
in some cases the unpleasing effects of too ^reat 
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umfonnity, iiat whidi mdre frdquently omtai a 
crouded and disagreeable appeeraoce. They aite eB- 
built of brick, and though, itbere are ntill a few 
thatched hofues in iMftm^ of the older .parte of the; 
toivn^ their nmnber is . gradaaHy duubiishittg'. The- 
pubUc boiUiags, though as yet not Yery numeroitt 
or euperb, haye ooneiderably incrieaaed. wifldii these 
few years. Ail the struts are fuhnshed with foot. 
ways, and though mostWthem are sufBciently spa:- 
cioua, thet« are seyeral of .the firdt importance dafk->* 
gefoudy.narrow^ Their .Bonder' in the:ydar I8M9 
was ^ne hundred and fourteen ; at present, reckon- 
ing streets, lanes, ^uaretf, entries, courts, and 
quays, they amofint to on^ hundred and fifty. H{gl| 
Street is the oldest, and though less populous' than, 
some of the others, must be considered, firom it^ 
greater breadth, and its contiguity to the quays, as 
well as from the fine shops with which it is entirely 
filled, the mo^t impoitant and attrabtiTe, It is yet 
only a Tery few years sinoe the pedlar? assembled 
here to sell their wares, afis t)iey do at present in the 
street of many a country town. From the lowness 
of its situation, a distant view of this town, though 
extensiye, is indistinct and gloomy : so that it gains 
considerably on a near approach. The streets are 
clean, the houses in many cases Very fine, and its 
entire appearance indicating great bustle and ae^ 
tivity. 
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Tngnmot The progress of population has been extremely 
rapid; There is no yery early acooant preserved of 
the number of inhabitants in this town ; but so lately 
as the year 1757, it contained only 1779 houses, and 
8549 people. In 1782, these had increased to 2026 
houses, ''and 18,105 persons^ For the nine years 
which succeeded that time, the increase continued 
to be equally rapid, as the population bad risen in 
1791, to 18,320. In 1816, the town contained 
5,578 houses, and 30,720 inhabitants. In all these 
statements it is to be understood, that BaUymacar- 
rett, a populous and extensiye suburb, though it 
must strictly be considered a part of Belfast, being 
only separated from the rest of the town by the La- 
gan rirer, is not included, being in a diflerent pa- 
rish and county. * 

IThe striking increase, in size and population^ 
which the preceding statement presents, may be fully 
corroborated by the recoQection of the old inhabi- 
tants. They look in rain for the haunts of their 
youth, and at last discoyer that the pkces wMch had 
peacefully submitted, in their early years, to the 
spad^ or the ploughshare, are now coyered with 
streets and habitations. There are no good houses 
iu Belfast of more than sixty years standing, and 
except, perhaps, two, no public building which has 

* The return of the preieDt population waa not made when tbcae 
abeeta were put to preast but aa it will probably be finiabed before 
ibe work ia ready for publication, it will be ioaerted in the Appendii. 
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not been erected mthin the memory of persona Ut- 

Cfovemmenifi^c.ofiieT\nim. 

Thq government of the town is rested by char- tj* 
ter in the Lord and Constable of the Castle, the so'- 
Tereign, and burgesses. The principal duty ha« 
now deyolved upon the soTereigpi, who holds a 
court for the trial of petty oflences, and who is em- 
powered to make different regulations for the admi- 
nistration of public afikirs. His authority for re- 
gulating themarketsy weights, and some other mat- 
ters of a minor description, is also recognized With- 
in the borough. 



The police establishment, however, is more im- Tbepoiice 
mediately and actively concerned in the government 
of the town. It consists of a presiding chief ma- 
gistrate, and constables, besides watchmen, who 
are appointed to guard the town at night. AD 
these are in regular attendance for the disco- 
very of offenders, and for their committal to gaol 
or the house of correction. Whether it be a proof 
of the advantages of this establishment, or of a de- 
pravity among the lower orders in Belfast^ it is a 
fact which merits observation, that of all the pri- 
soners who are tried at the assizes for the county. 
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more than the half are asually transroiited from tlus 
office. 

All regulations, however, respecting the paTing, 
lighting and cleaning the streets ; and every other 
circumstance conducive to the health or comfort of 
the inhabitants, are under tiie government of super- 
intendance of the police commissioners and com- 
mittee, vrho are vested with such authority by act 
of parliament. The commissioners are twelve in 
number, elected for life by those inhabitants who 
pay four pounds or more of annual police tax ; and 
they at present perform that office, and make those 
laws intrusted in former times to the discretion of 
the burgesses, who are also, however, by the act, 
commissioners of police. The committee are chosen 
annually, and valuators are also appointed to assess 
the inhabitants in proportion to the yearly value of 
their houses or tenements for the support of the 
police establishment in all its departments. 

Another board of commissioners is likewise 
authorize<l by law to regulate the supply of water 
to the town, which i« conveyed through the streets 
principally by metal pipes. 



SSrS?**' ^^^ importance to which these several institu- 
tions have now risen, makes it necessary and cu- 
rious to collect any facts relative to their early 
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state. When preparations, which will probably 
soon be completed^ are making to light this town 
with gas) the foUowing notice cannot but appear 
extremely interesting. In 1686, it was ordered, at 
a meeting of the corporation, that from the 29th of 
September to the 25th of Mardi, except in moon- 
light, to prerent the danger of walking the streets, 
that each inhabitant should hang out from his door 
or window a lanthorn with a candle for three hours, 
beginning at seyen in the evening. In 1759, the 
soTereign and burgesses petitioned parliament for 
assistance to light the town with lamps, a measure 
which appears to have been soon after carried into 
effect. 

In 1678, the first regular supply of water was 
brought to the town by George Macartney, from the 
upper or tuck mill dam. He conyeyed it through 
wooden pipes, and made three several conduits in 
the streets for the convenience of the inhabitants. 

Trade^ f^c. qf the Town. 

The increasing trade of Belfast since the Revo- 
lution ha4 been the principal cause of its improve- 
ment in every other respect. The amount of the 
customs at different periods will shew, in a concise 
and distinct manner, the rapidity of its progress, as 

M 
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well as its present commercial importance. In 1690, 
the customs had risen to twenty thousand pounds 
per annum ; last year, (18S1) they amounted to 
^386,710,* and the excise to £220fi00. 

Of the seTcral establishments connected with the 
trade of Beli|ist,the Commercial Buikfings, situated 
in Waring Street and Bridge Street, opposite the 
Exdiange, and near the centre of the town, require 
to be first described. These buildings, which faaye 
been but a very short time finished, are chiefly com- 
posed of strong and substantial granite, and are 
adorned in fropt witii eight Ionic pillars of the same 
material, supported on a broad cornice above the 
windows of the first story. One of the principal 
apartments is occupied as a news-room ; another, of 
equal dimensions, is intended to be used as an as- 
sembly room. There are also numerous offices for 
merchants or others,wfao wish for a public and central 
situation. The side next Bridge Street consists of 
shops, and it is proposed that an hotel on the most 
extensive scale shall also be commenced. An area 
in the interior, and a piazza, supported with metal 
pillars, are appropriated to the use of (he merchants, 
who assemble here on change days to transact their 
business ; and to them these buildings, which were 
for a considerable time in contemplation, are entire- 

* For 1 regular account of tho customs, &c. at different periods^ 
see the appendix. 
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ly indebted for iheit origin. Upwards of «£20^000 
haye been oontributed in shares of «£100 each, and 
the jNToprietors are now formed into a corporate bo- 
dy by act of parliament. Their remuneration cou- 
sistsof the aubscriptions totbenews-room, the rents 
of the different shops and offices, and the superior 
accommodations for mercantile affairs which the 
pbice affords. 

In odMtiection with the formei: establishment, is the chamber or 

Conunercc] 

Chamb^ of Commerce, first instituted in the year 
1800, Its principal duties are understood to be the 
preBervatioii of the rights or pririleges of the com- 
mercial body, and the collection of documents of 
every descriptioQ relative to trade and munufac- 
tures. 

Tab Exchange was founded in the year 1769. It exooopk 
u bnilt of brick, partially ornamented in front with 
cut stone, and possesses but little architectural beau* 
ty. There is a piazea on the ground floor, and 
above it a very elegant and spacious apartment, ge* 
neraUy used either as an assembly-room, for town 
meetings, or for public cxliibitions. There is no 
propriety whatever in continuing to distinguish this 
building by the dame of the Exchange, as it is not 
at present applied to any mercantile purpose. It is 
intended, however, that the lower part of the side 
which fronts Donegall Street bhallbe converted into 
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a Post Office, the place now appropriated to that 
use being unworthy of the town of Belfast both in 
appearance and situation. 

The Custom House is an old, gloomy, and un- 
handsome edifice, situated on Hanover Quay, close to 
the edge of the water. The building has been enlarged 
at different periods, and is certainly not such as would 
be expected in a town which pays so largely to the 
legislature. It has been reported, howcTer^ for 
some time past^ that it is the intention of goyemment 
to widen and deepen the channel of the river^ as 
well as to erect a new and more magnificent Custom 
House. No attempts have yet been made to realize 
these expectations, and it will probably be long be- 
fore they are carried into effect. 



The establishment of the quays, as weD as the 
Quays, &c ^rigj^ aud progress of the shipping trade here, must 
be reckoned among the most interesting information 
which the present work affords. The harbour of 
this town was formerly called, ** ihe cr^k of the bo- 
rough of Belfast.'' This creek was the mouth of 
the small riyer which runs, as {dready mentioned, 
through High Street, and extended from the Lagan 
to the first bridge at Church Lane ; and though the 
lower part only of this stream was used as a quay, 
it was merely deep enough for lighters, the ships 
lying out in the channel. The rivulet, however, 
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^hich was once the only dock in Belfast, presents 
now, like the Lagan, a \ery different appearance 
from its natural state, bdng covered in, and confin- 
ed by embankments to the breadth of a few yards. 
It was found, bowerer, in the year 1675, too small 
tar the trade of |the town, and the corporation deter- 
mined to improve it, principally by building a strong 
wall on the south side from the new stone house of 
George Macartney, as far down as the river Lagan 
at low water.* In 1696, farther alterations wore 
projected, and it was agreed that money should be 
levied to make a sufficient sluice at Church Lane 
and Skippers Lane, and ordered at the same time 
tiiat the river should be cleaned, to prevent over- 
flowing, by those bordering on it from. Chades 
Bridge to the Mill. The quay was kept in repair by 
assessments of two pence per ton on vessels dis- 
c^har^ng at it, and the same rate on ships with 
frdght outwards. Those belonging to freemen paid 
a penny per ton, and such as only plied io Gar- 
moyle ten shillings yearly. These funds, however, 
were probably insufficient for the purpose, as in 
1769 the quay was so much choked up with mud, 
that even a lights could scarcely come up to the 
wharf. An act of parliament therefore was passed 
in that year for improving or completing the work, 
imposing three pence per ton on forcngn ships, and 
two pence on those belonging to freemen. But it 

' * CorporalioQ Rccordt . 
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still remained small and inconTenieiit till 1720, 
vrheA Isaac Macartney, merchant, buUt the wall 
Q^^ from the mouth of the dock to the Long Bridgei 
thus forming jwhat is now called HaaoTer Quay. 
This appears ijo have been the first attempt to make 
the riTer Lagan serviceable in thia way, all pr^tioua 
improvements having been confined to the amnll 
stream which flowa through the town. In 1788| 
the foundation of Chichester Quay was laid, which 
was afterwards extended dovm Lime Kiln Dock. 



All the other quays have been of later coaatrae** 
tion, andthechief improvements in this respeet ara 
to be attributed to the exertions of the Ballast Cor- 
poration, formed in 178$, and authorized by act of 
parliament to exact certain sums on registered ton- 
nage, for the purpose of improviog the harbour^ 
making docks, employing pilots, with various other 
regulations for the general advantage of the mer- 
cantile and shipping interest. Owing to sochpowers 
and resources, a graving dock, capable of con- 
taining three vessels of two hundred tons each, haa 
been made ; and there is another of much greater 
extent, commenced almost three years since, but at 
present in an unfinished state. Both these, together 
with the new quays, have been made on ground re^ 
claimed from the sea. Before the institution of the 
Ballast Corporation there were not more than eight 
or nine feet water at the quay ; at present^ vessels 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



05 

drawing fourteen feet water, and of four hundred 
tons burthen, can discharge their hiding. The im- 
proipemeots within these ten years have been tndy 
prodigious, Donegall Quay, which is the finest in 
tile town, and one of the prindpal docks, haying 
been almost entirely made in that time. 

Thb increase of the shipping trade of Belfast has ^^°s 
fully kept pace with the improT^nent in its docks. 
It does not appear that the recommendation of Sir 
J An P^rot, to establish shipwrights hare produced 
any efect, as the earliest notice which has been pro- 
cured relative to this subject, is an account of a 
vessel of one hundred and fifty tons bartlien, built 
at Belfiiet in 1636, by the pecsecuted ministers of tlie 
Presbyterian church. In 1700, there was launched 
-here the ship '^ Loyal Charles,*' of two hundred and 
fifty tons burtten, buik by the roerchanta of the 
town. These, however, as wdl as a few others of 
the- same kind, were rare and remarkable occurren- 
ces ; for, previously to the year 1791, there was no ^0,,-,^^, 
rerular ship<yard in'Belfast, all the vess^ belone- bm^SSbie 
ing to the port being made and repaired in England 
or Scotland. From that time there have been buik 
here on an average, besides li^^ters and small craft, 
about two vessels annually, in general from one hun- 
<bredand fifty to two hundred and twenty tons bur- 
then and upwards, mmeroos woris:men being now 
constantly employed both for the wood ami iron 
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work of ships. In the year 1811, there were tweii-> 
ty vessels trading exclusively between Belfast and 
England ; at present, there are nearly thirty, prin- 
cipally Liverpool and London traders. There is al- 
so a very fine steam packet for passengers regularly 
plying between Belfast and Glasgow; and the 
number of ships of different kinds belonging to the 
port exceeds one hundred. There is very little trade 
carried on at present to the continent, ^hile of the 
sixty -seven small vessels which belonged to Belfast 
in 1682, fifteen traded to France, and only an equal 
number to England. This, however, is undoubt- 
edly the principal port in Ireland for emigration to 
America. Many of those concerned in this trade 
are owners of the ships, but they are more frequent- 
ly under the management of brokers. Belfast is 
certainly indebted for much of its wealth and con - 
sequence to the extent of its shipping trade, which, 
at least for England, has been brought to a very 
great degree of despatch and general excellence. 

As connected with the trade of the town, an account 
of the market house and markets must necessarily be 
included. The earliest notice on this head was in 
1664, when it was represented that the want of a 
proper courthouse or town hall occasioned great loss 
and inconvenience to the inhabitants of this bo- 
rough ; and as George Macartney, then sbvereign, 
had obtained permission from the Earl of Donegall 
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that the upper part of the cellars next th|e mar- 
ket place^ to which he had added at bis own cost a 
staircase, with otlier suitable additions^ and oma- 
mented with the King's arms^ should be converted 
to this use^ the corporation also acceded to the pro- 
posal, and reimbursed the sovereign tar the money 
which he had expended^. This was the first re- 
gular town-hall or tholsel, though a temporary place 
had previously been used for that purpose. It^ 1665> 
the inhabitants of Malone, Falls, Dunmurry, and 
part of the parish of Coole, were, on account of their 
contributions towards erecting a court-house and 
market-house here, exempted from the tolls and 
customs usually paid at the gates of Belfast. This 
market house was situated at the comer of High 
Street, next Corn Market. It was only demolish* 
ed about twelve years ago, its appearance at that 
time being extremely old and ruinous. It had been 
last used .as a kind of temporary barrack or guard 
room, a second market-house having been afterwards 
built at the other extremity of Corn Market, which 

* • This GeorgQ Macwtnty, whose name so freqnentlj ocean in 
erery public business connected with the early state of the town, wee 
the great grand father of the late Earl Macartney. There were dif- 
ferent members of this family actively concerned in the advancement 
and prosperity of Belfast ; hot the person here alluded to was the first 
who arrived at this place. He wee a captain of horse, and settled 
here in the year 1649. He held several imporUnt situations, and 
died in this town shortly after the Revolution. 

The ancestor of the Northland family also was a merchant in Bel- 
fast, in the reign of William I IT. His resignation of bis place of 
burgess on removing to Dungannon. signed Thoooas Knox, and dat- 
ed 1697, it transctibcd in the Records. 

N 
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was also, howeTer, d^troyecl sMie jetScn siticd. The 
situation of the old buildings determined that of the 
market. In 1694, it was found that many persons^ 
not bred merchants, purchased without the gate» 
great quantities of butter, hides, and tallow, to the 
prejudice of the free merchants and traders of the 
town, it Was ordered that none of these gooids shouM 
be bought or sold elsewhere than." between' the up^- 
per Castle glate, Church Lane and Skiper Lane on 
either side of the rrver, and in Bridge Street, be- 
tween the bridge called the' Stone Bridge, and the 
corners turning down to Broad Street * and Rose- 
mary Lane.'* The market fluctuated for a long 
time about these places. It is only a very few year^ 
since High Street, Corn Market, and Ann Street^ 
were the chief marts. Poultry Square was after- 
wards used for the same purpose, but now May'» 
Market, built at the extremity of Chichester Street^ 
on ground reclaimed from the sea, is the principal 
place for the sale of butter, meal, eggs, pot atoes*, 
and Tegetables. Most of these articles are also sold 
in ftCTeral other smaller markets, which are much 
better situated for the convenience of the inha-* 
bitants. One of these is in Castle Place, ano- 
ther in William Street South, and a third, which has 
been lately commenced, off High Street. The sale 
of flesh meat is not confined to any particular situ^ 
ation, being disposed of in Hercules Street, Corn 

• Waring Street was formerly called Broad Street. 
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Market, and several other places. The Weigh 
House, where pork and ^rkin butier, which form so 
large a part of the Belfast exports, are bought, is a 
plain low building at the end of Waring Street. 
Smithfield Square is the place where cattle are sold, 
as also pedlars goods and numerous other articles. 
The market for grain is also held here three days in 
the wedc, and for hides four. 

Therb are three barracks in this town ; one for 
artiUery, and two for infantry. The former, which 
stands in Carrickfergus Street, is a very neat and 
convenient structure, but ^t present nearly unoccu- 
pied. Of the latt^, the principal is also situated 
in Carrickfergus Street. It was erected at the time 
of the last rebellion, and forms a very spacious 
square, surrounded with houses. The oldest edi- 
fice of this kind, however, is in Barrack Street. 
It was builjt in 1737, but is not now in use, the num- 
ber of soldiers at present stationed here being much 
smaller than formerly. 

There is likewise a tlieatre in Belfast, very ex- 
cellently and tastefully fitted up in the inside, 
though its exterior is not only unornamented, but 
heavy and disagreeable. 
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Manufiaoittres, 

cottML The priAcipal manufacture of this town is cot-r 

ton in its various branches. It was introduced inta 
Belfast so lately as the year 1777, and its amaz- 
ing increase since that period must be a conyincing 
proof, not only of the expediency of its introduce* 
tion, but of the perseTcrance of those who liave been 
concerned in its rapid and unequalled progress. The 
present importance of the cotton trade in Ulster 
must indeed be truly surprising, not only because 
2^|[^^^<^jg so few years have elapsed since its establishment, 
w'^kIcwm but when we consider that it was first introduced 

intioduccd. 

on speculation into the Belfast Poor House as an 
employment for the children. The immeAse num- 
ber of persons engaged in this business, and the 
multiplicity of its dependant trades and occupations, 
have deservedly rendered it an object of the first 
consequence to the inhabitants of this town. 

Divide* iuar The manufacture of cotton divides itself into two 
^ibchk branches, the spinning of the wool into yam, and 
the weaving of the latter. Liarge manufactories 
and extensive capitals are generally required for 
the former purpose. The two trades are often dis- 
connected, many persons in Belfast giving out the 
yarn to be woven who are not concerned in tlie 
spinning of the wool. It would be a very arduous 
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undertaking to ascertain tbo number of looms in tUa 
town and parish. In roany of tlie streets and po- 
pulous roads in the suburbs of the town, particu- 
larly at BaUyinacarrett, the sound of the loom issues 
almost from every house, and all, Tvith very few 
exceptions, are employed in the different branches 
of the cotton trade. In the year 1800, this business 
engaged in Belfast and its neighbourhood, includ- 
ing its braQcbes and connections, 27,000 persons. 
For the eleven years succeeding that time, the trade its extent 

at diflbreot 

still continued to imn-ease, and within that short pe- perioda. 

riod there were employed in Belfast, and a circuit 

of ten miles round it, for the cotton manufacture 

exclusively, fifteen steam engines, equal to 312 

horses* power, and driving 99,000 spindles. In 

this town and its immediate vicinity, there were 

in the year 1814, eight cotton mills at work. There 

are at present seven, one of which is the largest 

in Ireland. The trade in general, particularly 

the spinning department, appears to be in a more iJi^^^^ 

flouri3hing condition at present than it was some mm yean 



■go- 



years ago, and though there is a vast number of 
weavers resident in this town, those of the sur- 
rounding country for many miles are also in most 
cases employed by perspns in Belfast. 

Connected with the preceding are those mills for *'?JJJ|S"„4 
priMtlPg and blef^ching cotton, which also form an ^^^^' 
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important source of employment to great numbers 
of people. There is not either in the town or pa- 
righ any extensiye establishment for calico printing. 
There is a small manufactory of this kind on the 
Falls ready a short distance from Belfast ; but the 
works at White-house, and Hyde Park| where this 
ingenious and elegant manufacture baa attained a 
very great degree of perfection, are both beyond the 
precincts of the parish. There are also two small 
mills near the town, for bleachmg cotton, one on the 
Shankin, and the other on the Lodge road. 

liocn cioui. There is very little linen cloth woven in this town 
or parish. In 1807, Belfast contained 793 looms, 
only four of ^ which were for weaving linen, and the 
number is probably not much greater at present. 
The market here for the sale of brown linen is situ- 
ated in Donegall Street. It is supplied from various 
quarters of the country, and has an excellent cha- 
racter for fineness of quality. 



White 



The White Linen Hall is a large quadrangu- 
lar building, enclosing an extensive area, and fine- 
ly situated at the termination of Donegall Place. 
The front, or rather the centre, of this edifice has a 
very pleasing efiect, being handsome and light with 
an extremely neat spire. It is entirely surrounded 
with railing, and is the principal promenade in the 
town. The numerous apartments which the build- 
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ing contains are chiefly occupied as the roomB and 
offices of the linen drapers. The cloth is here re- 
ceived from the bleachers, and prepared for sale or 
exportation, being chiefly carried either to Eng- 
Iand> America, or the West Indies. 

Though there is but little linen woven in this unm 
town or neighbourhood, the bleaching of this article 
is carried on to a very great extent. In the parish 
of Belfast alone there are twelve bleach greens, 
which beautify the country and give employment to 
its inhabitants. 

The canvas manufacture was established in Bel- canTMimd 

ropemanu- 

fast about the year 1784, when six looms commen- '^^^ 
ced. There are now two extensive manufactories, 
besides a great number of rope walks. 

On the Blacksaff river at Cromac, near its p^p^r. 
junction with the Lagan, is a large paper mill, the 
, only one in the parish. It is driven both by steam 
and water. 

The casting of iron has been long established iu inm. 
Belfast and Ballymacarrett. The Belfast and 
Lagan founderies are very extensive, particularly 
in the easting of metal wheels, and in the former 
several steam engines have been made. 

There are two glass houses in Ballymacarrett, oiui. 
and one in Belfast. The manufacture is entirely 
confined to white or flint glass. One of those in 
Balljfmacarrett, which is at present unoccupied, is 
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one hundred and tirenty feet in height, and sixty 
in diameter, having been originally built for the 
purpose of making window and green bottle glass, 
both of which are now imported from Scotland. 

There are also two ext^sive salt manufactories, 
both beyond the Lagan, and built on ground re- 
claimed from the sea. 

TuERB are likewise in Ballymacarrett two manu- 
factories for vitriol, bleachers smalts, &c. 

Belfast contains five breweries, and one of the 
most complete and extensive distilleries in Ireland* 

Of the extent of its more inconsiderable manufac- 
tures, such as soap and candles, hats, leather, and 
some others, a good estimate may be formed, when 
the population of Belfast, and it might almost be 
said of the neighbouring counties, is considered.* 

* The astonishing prognn which has been made in this town these 
■ome years past in several brandies of the fneehanio arts, partlcalarty 
jewellery and engraving, is worthy of particular notice. Aa to the 
foriDer. the large and splendid shops which Belfast now cootains, 
have sprung up with wonderful rapidity. It is not more than twenty 
years since there was but one poor working jeweller in all thb 
town, lliough earlier attempts seem to have been made in the en- 
graving, they were not attended with success. In I75J, a coppir- 
p!«to press was set up, and an engraver ooeasionally visited this place, 
but the first of the trade who settled, nor was his suy probably very 
long, waa Daniel Pomareda. who took up hie abode at John Tem- 
pleton*s in North. street, next door to the %ign of the Still. There are 
now four or five establishments, employing numerous workmen for 
copper plate engraving, die snking, and every other branch of the 
business, and in some of which, the trade, in point of elocution, has 
reached a very coiiaiderable degree of respectability. 
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The mills in the pariah for the preparation of 
grain are not bo numerous as might be expected, 
nor as the consumption of Belfast would appear to 
require. It contains but one flour mill, on the 
Falls road, a short distance from the town, which is 
howeyer extremely large. The Bdfast market is 
chiefly supplied with meal from the adjoining coun«- 
try, the want of com mills and oiherp in the parish 
being satisfactorily accomiled for by considmng, 
that the water is chiefly required for the bleach- 
greens, and the facility with which erery thing of 
this description can be procured in Belfast. 

Thebb are likewise several manufactories both in 
the town and parish for starch, logwood, and glue. 
In this enumeration, it is also necessary to include 
the manufacture of bricks, and biirning of lime, 
which afford emplojrment to a very considerable num- 
ber of people. The latter, particularly, has expe- 
rienced a very great increase within these some 
years, and is certainly a symptom of improvement 
in other respects. Great quantities are carried to 
the county of Down, there being few places in 
which the limestone is found in such profusion or 
purity as in the parish of Belfast. 
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ImsMutionsfar Charitable Purposes, and Refor- 
mation of Manners. 

ineorponued Th£ Belfast locorporated Charitable Society, or^ 
societ7. 1^ it is more generaUy denominated]! the Poor House, 
for the reception of aged and infirm persons as wett 
as for the. support and instruction of children desti- 
tute of protectors y has long remained a idoMe proof 
of the general philanthropy Which pr^^ails onTong 
the inhabitants of this town. It stands at the ex- 
tremity df Donegall Street, in an elevated and 
healthful situation. The ground was granted by 
the late Marquiit of Donegall, the building com- 
pleted by subscriptions and the product of A lottery, 
and first opened for the purposes above stated in 
the year 1774. Since its commencement, it has 
preserved annually about three hundred' indivi- 
duals, old and young ; the former firoiti want and 
misery, the latter from idleness and vicef. The 
children are here instructed in the' elementary 
brandies of education, till they are considered ekpa* 
hie of being apprenticed out to trades. The old ar^ 
carefolly attended to, being permitted {o f<icreas« 
their comforts by their own industry ; and it 'ift a 
proof not less of the instability of fortune than of 
the great benefits of the establishment, that an indi- 
vidual was lately received into tlie Poor House who 
had, in more prosperous times, contributed to its 
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•uppprt. All ita iomaiesy varying in namber, but 
commonly about three hundred and fifty, are fed 
and clothed at the expense of the society. The 
dress, of the children is uniform; they walk on 
the Sftbba4& Dfl^y^ baiid in hand, to the respective 
liouses of worship ; and due care is taken, ih every 
respect, of their moral and religious habits. The 
whole government of the Institution is conducted in 
the most methodical manner, and it receives oontri-<- 
butions from every denomination of Christians, all 
being anxious for the ciHitinuance of an establish* 
ment which is as invaluable to the poor as it is cre- 
ditable to the opulent. 

The House of Industry in Smithfield, which is 
conducted in an inconsiderable building, presents 
many of the same incalculable benefits. It was in- 
stituted in the year 1809, for the purpose of abo- 
lishing paup^ism, and for supplying the really 
necessitous with the means of support. Poor per- 
sons resident in the town; who are found upon 
examination proper objects of charity, are supplied 
gratuitously with weekly rations of fuel and provi- 
sions. Nor are its advantages confined to this. 
Hundreds of females are furnished with flax to spin 
at their own houses, and are paid for their work 
without any deduction, a plan which not only 
guards against idleness but obviates that repug- 
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nance ivhich many feel at being considered objects 
of charity. 

Home of The House of Correction was erected in 1817, 

by presentment of the Grand Jury. The appear- 
ance of this place corresponds urith its use. It is a 
darky strong building of brick^ surrounded with a 
high wall. There is a house for the governor of the 
prison, and numerous cells and apartments for the 
confinement or reformation of convicts. There 
is a spacious hall here for the Quarter Sessions, 
in which the sovereign's and seneschal's courts are 
also held. The prisoners are not suffered to remain 
unemployed . Those who are acquainted with trades 
are furnished with materials, and obliged to work 
during the period of their imprisonment. The rest 
are employed in spinning, chipping logwood, or 
picking oakum. The discipline of this prison is so 
strict and correct that its influence has been most 
salutary on the conduct of the disorderly in this 
town and neighbourhood. There is a small chapel 
within the building where divine service is regularly 
performed. 

Society for There has bccu a branch of the Society for Dis- 

naneing Vice, couutenaucing Vicc established here since the year 
1815, which has proved highly beneficial, owing 
to the low prices at which religious books and tracts 
gi^j^ can be purchased. There is a Bible Society form- 

^*^^ ed in this town, as also a Ladies' Bible Associa- 
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tion, patronized by Bome of the most learned and 
wealthy members of the community. By the report 
of the Committee in October 1821, which was as in- 
teresting as the occasion on which it was deliTered, 
the number of bibles issued from the Repository dur<- 
ing'the preceding year was 753, and of testa- 
ments 604. . . 

The Belfast Saving Bank certainly yields to few aiTiQc 
institutions in point of real, substantial advantage. 
No deposits, however small, are rejected, and the 
fund which the poor are thus enabled almost insen- 
sibly to form, cannot but be found of inestimable be- 
nefit in times of scarcity and disease, or when no 
longer able to work for thrir support. 



The Fever Hospital is an extensive and commodi- 
ous building, situated in Frederick Street, and cal- 
culated for the reqeption of more than two hundred 
patients. Its advantages, during the late severe 
and continued attack of typhus fever, have, been 
fully experienced by the inhabitants of this town. 
A dispensary, but on a much more confined scale 
than the present Fever Hospital, had been establish- 
ed here in 1792, by which the poor of the place were 
furnished with medicines and medical advice. The 
mode of connecting a dispensary with . an hospital, 
was adopted in the year 1797, and has not been dis- 
continued in the present enlarged establishment. In 
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1817, the new hospital was opened, whte «eT«nteen 
patients were removed to it from the old, but very 
shortly afit^ thib ireolbTal the tyjdius fever broke 
out, and there were admitted in the space of thir- 
teen weeks 461, and in the succeeding^ three months 
959 persons. By act of parliament the Grand Jury is 
enabled to grant <i^400 annually to its support, so 
that no patient belong^ing either to the town or coun- 
try is refused admittance. The dispensary depart- 
ment not only extends to the distribution of medi- 
cines, but pobr persons are visited at their homes 
when unable to attend the physicians or surgeons. 
From its coounencement in 1817 to May 1820, the 
total number of patients admitted ' was 3452, be- 
sides which, and exclusively of the medicines furnished 
to the Poor House and Lying in Hospital, there 
wiere 10,718 prescriptions filled for extwn poor, for 
the year ending in April, 1820. 

cMhig'thc '^^^ ^^'^^ establishments of a simihr kind, such 
as the Penitentiary, to which the whole province 
contributes subscriptions, the Lying-in Hospital, 
and the Society for Clothing the Poor, are conduct- 
ed in small or private bindings, but their effects 
have been no less beneficial and the motives of those 
benevolent persons who devote their time and at- 
tention to such objects equally merit the sincere ap- 
probation of the wise and good. 



Poor. 
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Tbb Lanoasteriaii School stands in Frederick 
Street. The Belfast Sunday School was establish* 
ed in the year 1803, sihoe which time the excellent 
and ingenious system of Mr, .Lancaster has been 
brought to maturity. The original plan consisted 
only of a Sunday School , but the present establish- 
ment has existed these several yeara past with in- 
creasing energy, liberal in its principles aAdeffecttve 
in the diffusion of knowledge. No distinction of 
rehgion excludes any from its benefits, and it is at 
present. attended by about 700 children. 



The large house in Brown Street was, until Brown street 
lately, a Sunday School. To this has been added 
a daily school, and the two at present communicate 
instruction to more than 1400 persons. The plan 
which has been adopted is extremely judicious and 
worthy of imitation. The children pay a tery tri- 
fling ^sum as a pompeasation for what they are 
taught, 'Which) by preserving the independence of 
their parents, is oiften a strong inducement to profit 
by Ae advantages whidi the school affords. 



TuaB ia another Sunday School in the Methodist Metbodkt 
Chapel in Donegal! Square, established nearly two ^^ 
years ago. It is attended by about 000 children, 
and is. likewise deserving. in every respect of the 
patronage and admiration of the community. 
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Jjjjg^ A BRANCH of the Society for the Instruction of the 



Dumb. Deaf and Dumb has been lately formed in Belfast, 

an institution which is not less praiseworthy in its 
views than successful and ingenious in their execu- 
tion. 

Haipsodetj. Thbre is Ukewiso a Harp Society here, by which 
blind children, in contributing their efforts to pre- 
serre from disuse the ancient and delightful instru- 
ment of our country, are enabled to procure their 
subsistence in a manner equally gratifying to the 
ear and to the heart. 

Houses of Worship. 

The old Th£ church of this town formerly stood on the 

Cburch. 

south side of High Street, near the quay. Many 
old inhabitants recollect this antique building. The 
soTcreign and burgesses formerly repaired to it in 
great state at the celebration of divine service. The 
sovereign was habited in a scarlet or crimson cloak, 
and the twelve burgesses in black, preceded by the 
town Serjeants bearing the mace. This practice 
has long since been discontinued, though there is a 
pew in each of the churches reserved for their use, 
and always called the ** Burgesses* Seat.'* In 
1627, an order was issued by the corporation, tliat 
every burgess and free commoner should attend the 
sovereign to church. In 1615, however, a more 
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strict obscnrance was required, and small fines were 
imposed on the inhabitants of the borough for non« 
attendance at public worship, a householder for such 
neglect incurring a penalty of two pence, a woman 
a penny, a servant a halfpenny, and, under certain 
limitations, every child dwelling within their houses 
a farthing. 

Thb ancient state of this church is pretty clearly 
shown by an item in the records in 1645, of five 
shillings for repairing it with shingles. It was 
pulled down, however, in 1777, being considered 
both unsafe and inconvenient, and the foundation Th«mMnt 
of St. Anne^s, or the Parish Church, situated in SSSi. 
Donegall-street, was laid the same year. This 
building, on account of its high and beautiful stee- 
pie, is probably the most magnificeni in the town. 
The upper part of the steeple is of wood, but the 
whole is certainly rather disproportionable in point 
of size with the front view of the building. The 
roof is arched and supported with columns, which, 
though rendering the galleries low, communicate to 
its interior an appearance of considerable grandeur. 
The seats in this church are principally of maho- 
gany, and it also contains a fine organ. 

The Chapel of Ease in High Street, on the site ifceciwipd %' ' 

of Eate. ', 1 • 

of the former church, was commenced in 1811. Its tT ■ 
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portico is by far the most beautiful and costly piece 
of architecture in the town, or perhaps in the king- 
dom. It formed the front of BallyscuUen, the ce- 
lebrated palace of the late Earl of Bristol, and was 
the munificent gift of the present Bishop of Down 
and Connor. This portico is of the Corinthian or- 
der, consisting of six lofty and massiTC columns, 
and four fluted pilasters. The capitals of these pil- 
lars are beautifully executed : the pediment is orna- 
mented with the arms of the see and of the town of 
Belfast. Though the interior of the chapel appears 
bare, the gallery is supported by very handsome 
pillars. The chancel is lighted from the top by an 
elliptical window, and supported by two very beau- 
tiful columns of the Ionic order. This church is 
capable of accommodating upwards of 1200 per- 
sons ; but the effect which its appearance might 
otherwise produce, is nearly altogether lost by its 
incongruity with the surrounding buildings, which 
are among the oldest and meanest in the town. 

There are four Presbyterian meeting houses in 
Belfast. There is an obscure tradition that a place 
of worship of this kind existed at a "very early 
period in Hercules Street; but at the begin ^ 
ning of the last century, the only building in the 
town for the Presbyterian worship was an old and 
incotivenient house, which had probably been long 
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io-exbtenof, standing in Rosemary Street, where WMtom. 
that of the First Congregation is now erected. 
Being found too small for the increasing numbers 
who attended it, a separation took place; a new 
house was built behind the former, in 1708, to which 
120 families removed, forming thus the Second 
Presbyterian Congregation. In 1717, nine years 
after this eyent, the original old house was rebuilt. 
They remained in this situation till 1732, when the 
separation of the Presbytery of Antrim from the 
CSeneral Synod, on points of doctrine, caused a far- 
ther disunion among the members of these two 
bodies. Those who adUiered to the principles ^f the 
Synod, seceded from tibe r^t, and haying erected a 
new J^use, in 17^9 ^9 in Rosemary Street, con- 
stituted thus the Third Presbyterian Congregation. ™JJJ 
In 1788, the meeting house of the First Congrega- 
tion, built, as already stated, in 1717, was again 
taken down and the pcei^ent edifice, tl^p third which 
has stood on ihe same spot, was erected. The house 
of the Second Congregation was likewise rebuilt og 
the site of the former, in the year 1790. Both are 
enclosed in the same ground,, and, as they fonned 
one religious society originally, still remain closely 
connected. To these was added, in 1792, the meet- 
ing house of the Fourth Presbyterian Congrega- f^t^co*. 
tion, wfaidi stands in Donegall Street. 
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All these are large and commodious . That of the 
First Congregation is an admired structure, of an 
elliptical form, and built of brick ; that of the Third 
is the oldest place of worship in the town. The 
front projects considerably ; and the building, in 
every respect, indicates its antiquity, the windows 
being small, the roof steep, and the house devoid of 
all external ornament. This is also the largest 
congregation, the Presbyterians in the country parts 
of the parish being chiefly members of it.* 

• The following ere tfie luimM of the patton of these eerenl oo»- 
gregations, with the datct of their nominatioD : 

Fint. I67S. Rer. W. Keyea, who ratigned in 1674. 

1675. BvT. Patrick Adair. This mioiatcr, who died in 1694. 
waa considerabi J diitinguiahed as a pablicdMno* 
ter and aa a man of talenta. He left aome Talaable 
MS& on the fint settlement of the Piresbjtenans in 
Ulster, which were unfortunately lost. 

1694. Ber. John Macbride. 1711. Rer. Thomaa MeUiog* 
h|s coUeagne. 

1719. Rer. Samuel Halliday. 

1756. Rev. Thomas Drennan, his collasgue and succcasor. 

V-— Rer. Clotworthy Brown. Mr. Drennan's first col- 
league. He died in 1755. 

X7S6* Rer. James Mackay* Mr. Drennan's second col- 
league and successor; 

1770* Rev. James Crombie» D. D. Mr. Mackaj's colleague 
and successor. 

1790. Rer. William Br^oe, D. D.one of iu present pastor^. 
1819. RcT. William Bruce, his colleague. 

Second. 1708. Rer. . Kirkpauick, D. JX and M. D. 

1744. Rer. Gilbert Kennedy. 
1775. Rev. James Biyson. 

1791. Rer. Patrick Vance. 

180a Rer. W. H. Dnimmond, D. D. 

1816. Rer. W. D. H. M'Ewen, ita present minister. 
Third. 1 783. Rev. Tbonutt Mastertown. 

1 747. Rev. William Laird, his colleague and sucoeisor. 

1791, Rev. SiDclaire Kelburn, his colleague aud successor. 

1799. Rev. Samuel Ilanna, D. D. its present minister. 
7ouiih. 179S. Rev. James Bryaon. 

*— — h Rev. Robert Acheson, iu present minister. 
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Ther£ are two meeting houses for Seceders in 
this town; one in Berry Street, erected in 1770, "oum^ 
and the second, which has been but lately finished, 
in Lower Arthur Street. 



There are ako three Methodist Chapels in Bel* 
fast. The largest is situated in Don^^ Square, 
the second is in Academy Street, and the third 
in Cotton Court. These chapels are neatly built, 
and two of them are of the Wesleyan principles. 



In Donegall Street there is an Independent ind^ 
Meeting House, built in 1804, and an excellent, 
well proportioned building on the Dublin road south 
of the Linen Hall, for CoYonant^^, or that sect 
called the Reformed Presbyterians. In Frederick 
Street the Society of Friends have a neat house Qwkm 
erected in 1812, and in King Street the most incon- 
siderable congregation in the town, called Baptists, 
have a small place of worship. 



There are two Roman Catholic Chapels in this 
town numerously attended. Before these were ^^ 
built the number of Roman Catholics in Belfast 

The following are the luunes, &c. of the minuten of the two con- 
gregmtions of Svceden :— - 
FinU 1770. Rev. WillUm Cermicbael. 

179H. Rev. ^fobo Nicbulson. 

1814. Rev. WiUiam Carr, iti prMool peitor. 
Second. 1821. Rev. John Edgar, its first aad present minister. 



Romaii Ca. 
thoUcClu. 
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9BS extremely inconsiderable, »^^ ba^ff ^i^ 
oelebrated in the open air at the old grave-yard in 
llfalone, called Friars Bush, and afterwards in a 
small waste house in Castle Street. The Catholics, 
however, increasing with the general population, 
3t. Mary's, or what is no.w called the Old Chapel, 
wan built in 17€!8. In 1811, another of greater 
fceauty and extent was erects near the top <rf Do- 
n^gBH Street, whidi is one of the finest edifioep Ui 
the town. The front is ornamented witb a icross and 
pinnacles of freestone ; the doors and windows are 
in the Goithic ptyle, and thechppel ib likewise f«r- 
nidied with a gallery and organ. 

Liierary EstablUhmenis, State qf Laming ^ Sfc. 

TnE most important subject under the bead of li- 
terary establishments is the Academical Institution' 
Its foundation was laid in the year 1910^ but at pre- 
sent it forms only a part of the original extent of 
building, though it is one of the most elegant and 
best proportioned edifices in the town, which pro- 
bably aiisfs however more from situation than from 
.ony great beauty of architecture, It stands at the 
western end of the town, forming a very fine termi- 
nation to Chichester Street, Donegal] Square 
North, and Wellington Place. The ground in 
which it is erecfted, eontaining about four Irish 
acres, was granted by the Marquis of Donegal!, 
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and is enclosed on three of its sides by a watt, tad 
in front by an iron railing. The building is of brick ^ 
considerably ornamented with cut stone ; and itk 
whole appearance presents nothing of gloom or hea- 
viness. There is a dwelling-house at each end, 
(with extensive dormitories for the accommodation of 
boarders) one for the Classical^ and the other for 
the English head master, besides many suitable 
apartments throughout the building for lecture and 
school rooms. 

Thb uses and advantages of this Institution, u, 
howeveri are more important subjects. In this part 
of Ireland, which is confessedly so rich and popu- 
lous, an establishment calculated to improve its lite- 
rary taste and character, must long have appeared a 
desirable object. Some intelligent and enlightened 
inhabitants of Belfast and its vicinity, fully aware 
of the inestimable advantages which would accrue 
to the whole province of Ulster from the establish- 
ment of a college in this town or in any other eligi- 
ble situation, entered into the spirit of such an un- 
dertaking with the most disinterested ardour and the 
most laudable promptitude. It was never intended 
that the benefits of such an institution should be re- 
stricted to the instruction of the members of one re- 
ligion, or to the preparation forone profession. The 
abstrnseness of science was to be enlivened with the 
charms of polite literature, and a system of educa- 
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tioiiy not less extensive than liberal, was speedily 
l^ojected and as earnestly desired to be carried into 
effect. 

^SSS^tkL, Subscriptions were accordingly commenced in the 
^ year 1807, and the sum of <£16,000 was soon con- 

tributed, which has since been greatly increased 
from different quarters, particularly by liberal re- 
mittances from the Marquis of Hastings and other 
Irishmen in India, zealous for the improTement of 
their native country. A very considerable part of 
these subscriptions was expended in the erection of 
a suitable building, and in procuring other neces- 
sary accompaniments. The Institution, after hav- 
ing been incorporated by act of parliament, in 1810, 
was intrusted to the care of some of the most active 
or liberal proprietors, called Managers and Visiters. 
A President and four Vice-Presidents, distinguish- 
ed for their rank or talents, were also chosen, and 
the most sanguine expectations were formed of a 
fiill and speedy accomplishment of the wishes of tlie 
community. 

Large however as the contributions undoubtedly 
were, and notwithstanding the general ardour which 
was displayed in the prosecution of this most praise- 
worthy design, the collections that had been made 
insuflicinit were judffcd insufficient, both for the completion of 
ginaidaugiL ^jjg original building, and the endowment of the 
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proposed namber of professorahips. The proprie- 
tors determined to solicit the assistance of Ootorn- 
meniy and shortly after the support of the Gfeneral 
Synod of Ulster, and the Seceding Bodies in Ire- 
land. In aB these apjdications they were success* 
f(fl. The sum of <£l50d was bestowed annually ori 
this Institution by parliament for three years. This 
grant, howerer, has since 'been withdrawn; but 
great hopes are at present entertained that it may be 
renewed, wUch'is very much to be desired, not only* 
on the score of pecuniary advantage, but on account 
of the increased respectability and^dnfiden^ always 
attending those establishments that receive the 
countenance and support of the government of the 
country. From l!he Synod and the Sece£ng Bo-^ 
dies, encouragement equally flattering and cordial 
was received. They ietccepted the advances of the 
proprietors, and agreed so four to patronize the In- 
stitution as to recommend it as a proper seminary 
for the education of the young men under their care 
designed for the ministry, to require their modera- 
tors and committees to attend the annual examina- 
tions, for thepuipose of reporting on the proficiency 
of the students, and the general government of the 
College ; and finally, to consider the general certi- 
ficate of the Faculty, as equivalent to a degree in 
arts from any of the Scotch universities. In conse- 
quence of such support, these bodies have become 

Q 
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more connected with this Institution than my other 
religious society* Under the consideration of the 
inadequacy of the funds, it had been deemed ad^i- 
sable to limit the original plan to the endowment of 
Professors in Natural Philosophy, Moral Philoso- 
phy, Logic and Belles Lettres, Hebrew, Greek, 
Latin and Mathematics, these being the first and 
most indispensable studies for professional persons. 
It had also been considered necessary to add to the 
establishment schools for Classics, Mathematics, 
Arithmetic, and the other elementary branches of 
education. These schools were opened with appro- 
priate ceremony on the first of February 1814, but 
it was not till Noyember 1815, that the college 
classes commenced. Since that period seven ses- 
sions hare elapsed, and the number of students each 
year has progressirely increased, having amounted 
last season tonbout two hundred, besides those who 
attended the popular lectures. 

Thouob the external business of the Institution 
is regulated by the Boards of Managers and Visiters, 
the more important affairs relating to the moral and 
literary behaviour and proficiency of the college stu- 
dents are committed to the Faculty instituted in 
the year 1818, consisting of the several professors, 
who have hitherto been vigilant and prompt in the 
performance of these duties. The schools, attended 
by about four hundred pupils, are under the super- 
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iatendanoe of the different teachers; styled the 
Board of Masters, ^o make rules and regolations 
for their general goTemment. 

Tbb ooHege department then at present bears Routine of 
eonsiderable resemblance in plan and mode of in- ^•^^^'i'^* 
struction to the university of Glasgow. The ses- 
sion oommences at Novembw , and terminates at 
May. The students usually attend Logic the first 
year, Moral Philosophy th^ second, and Natural Phi* 
losophy the third. During these sessions they must 
also receive instructions in Hebrew> Greek, Latiii 
and Mathematics ; but it is found oft^i desirable to 
attend some of the former classes a secpnd tim^. 
From the excellent schools also in the Institution they 
are enabled with the utmost conyenience to improye 
and extend their elementary education, and to de- 
riye instruction on branches of literature which their 
former situation or habits ipight neyer haye afford- 
ed. The leptures are read by the professors, their 
pupils are examiued daily on the subjects of these 
lectures, which are farther impressed an their minds 
by the production of frequent essays. Eyery regu- 
lar student is examined on his entrance in Greek 
and Latin, and in the second and third years of his 
attendance his memory is refreshed by a re -exami- 
nation, at the commencement of the session, on those 
subjects which he studied the preceding year. At 
May the annual and public examinations already 
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aUudediotakepIace^wlieD prizes are digtiilmted, 
not only for the exceUenoe ^Uch 19 thei^ displayed^ 
but there are also othera of a mone important kiad 
determined by the unbiassed votes of the students 
themselves for general profieieney during the entire 
six months. There are fteveral other examinations 
and essays, prindpttQy of a' Tohfntary laod^ byt^ao- 
oompanied with suitable rewijtfdsy proposed by Ihe 
Boards of MaAagmi and Vidtors, Ae Faculty aiyxl 
the Profeissors indivaduaUy, for the MoouragraKsnt 
of talents. The motives to exertion, therefore, • are 
thus numerous ; but even if such induceoaents did 
not exist, the most ^strict att»ition> and tbeoonse* 
quent improv«neM» could not be evaded. • 

The professional student, after having passed 
through all these trials, has to give a still more sa- 
tisfactory and difficult exhibition of his ahUities than 
any which he has yet experienced* % H6 nmst prove 
himself, by a full exiunination^ thorougMy acquainted 
with Hebrew, Oredc, Latin, Logic and BeHea Let« 
tres. Metaphysics and Moral Philosophy, Natural 
Philosophy and Mathematics, jand, if. found dulypra* 
pared, he is presented with the general certificate of 
the Institution, the possession of which entitles him 
to commence the most important part of hk labour», 
the study of divinity. Th^e are two professors of 
Divinity in the College appointed by the .respective 
Synods, and to the zealous and friendly co-opera« 
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tioa of tiheae nyitt respe^t^l^bo^jieBpijgMtinagreat 
meaaur^ be aacpribod tbe tuocety vhieb lias hitherto 
attend^ 4he BeUasi laatitetion. The4» pMvoi^iage 
W9m4k9dj granted, and il' i^ :C0ii&deii4T to be^ bk>- 
paoled^:tfaut it^thaH &a3rcr> be» jE^i»d'thtfA audi aOjppfrt 
haa been misplaced. In the .^bwit -B^aeeof #ii^ 
vhi<^4lia .eBtabliahi«wi|i»exMed,'tho«ghiitrii^ 
gling with difficulties, it haa fuUy covfifWBd the 
hopes of its warmest friends, and realized in many 
respects the great and manifold advantages of home 
education.. 

' • •• •' ■ . ' ■• '' 

Sbsides those which haye been mentioned, there 
are seyera) other classes in the College of a more po- 
pular Jdiid. The professor of Logic has.a-sei^or 
Belles Lettres class, in which the principles of taste 
and criticism, as well as the progress of polite lite- 
rature, are illustrated and explained. The profes* 
sors of Natjuural Philosophy and Anatomy also deli- 
Ter popular {ectures of great interest and impoft- 
ance, the former on Chemistry and Natural His-* 
tory,.aBd the latter on Botany. There is likewise a 
lecturer on £lf>cution, and, belpnging to the sshool 
department^ excellent classes for English,' Qeogra^ 
phy, Italian, French, Drawing, and many other de- 
partmenU of literature. It is much to be iiegrcttted, 
•howcTer, that the funds are at present so low as to 
preclude the hope o^ endowments fear professors of 
Civil History, Agriculture and $ome oth^r brancbea 
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"*«*^'** df kaoMed^ equally neoeBsary. The library con- 
tains upwards of two thousand Tolumes, many of 
them yaluable, and prindpally connected with the 
subjects which are studied io the diflbreiit classes. 
The {AilosojMcal apparatus is new^ valuable, and 
on the most approved construction ; and the nra- 
seum, though not yet very ext^isive, is daily increas- 
ing in magnitude. 

As at present established, therefore, this Institu* 
tionisfar front being confined to one object, for 
numbers att^i4 both the pliilosophical and the po- 
pular lectures, who haye no design in view but the 
improvement of their minds. In one of the classes 
last year, there were persons of four religious per- 
suasions, and Protestantp of the Established Church 
have frequently attended the classes with considera* 
ble profit. It is also worthy of notice, and it is not 
mentioned hare as a matter of course, that all those 
who haye received their education ii^ this seminary 
have fiilly sustained, either as ministers or teachers, 
the credit of t)ieir instructors, and have felt the en- 
tire benefit of that diligence which they were there 
required to exercise. 

to^i^ The Belfast Society for Promoting Knowledge 

^'^**^ was instituted in the year 1788. It consists of a 

library containing nearly four thousand volumes, a 

smaU museum, and some pliilosophical apparatus. 
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Some of the bookt are rare, but tliej are in general 
approved modem works. There in also an excel* 
lent library in the Belfast Academy, a seminary 
which has acquired great and deserved celebrity as 
a classical school. The books here are old and va- 
luable, chiefly on dirinity and church history. 

Thb Belfast Literary Society was formed in 1801. 
Its objects are understood to consist of inquiries in- 
to sdence, antiquities, topography, or subjects of 
general hterature. The meetings of this Society are 
monthly, commencing at October and ending at 
May ; but whatever advantage the members them- 
selves may have exp^ienced, the public have not 
certainly derived that benefit which was expected 
from their labours, and it is now several years since 
any papers or fasciculi were published. 



Thbrb has been a Natural History Society lately Nati^ni. 
formed in the town, which has already made some 
progress in the collection of a museum, and which is 
principally composed of persons who have received 
their education at the College, or who are still con- 
nected with it. 

Belfast, however, can by no means be called a xjgnr|rduu 
literary town. It has been styled the Athens of 
Ireland ; but if it be meant by such a designation, 
that the same love for literature and the arts which 
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distinf^uiBhei the greatest of tiie Grecian atat^ 
prevails also here, no name was ever mere g^rossly 
misapplied. Tliere is very little taste iff Belfast for 
the fine arts, nor do the inbabitants generally dis- 
play in their ordinary intercourse that desire for li- 
terature which were to be wii^hed and expected. It 
has been said to have meddled, too much with poli- 
tics to have attended suffidenUy to such affairs, and 
that a greater 'relish for literary pursuits might mo- 
dify this political' spirit. It may, however, be at 
present distinctly perceiv^, that the literary re- 
spectability of this town is increasing, and it may 
confidently be anticipated, that every succeeding 
year will render that increase more extended and 
more durable. The College mubt be the principal 
cause of this. It will widely communicate the be- 
nefits of a liberal education, which is' incompatible 
with no situation in life. The Scotch universities 
are numerously attended by individuals who are not 
designed for any learned ^profession. The conse- 
quences are as well known as they are creditable to 
that nation. The people are enlightened and in- 
dustrious, not less, but more intent on commerce 
and manufactures. One of their greatest univer- 
sities is contained in one of the greatest trading ci- 
ties in the world, and the classes of that very uni- 
versity acre swelled with numbers who are hereafter 
fo be engaged in that* very trade. It may fairly be 
expected, that Belfast skall one day be similarly si- 
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tMted, sind all who ace anxious for the improTement 
of ihb town asd provioce should zealously promote 
80 desirahle an object. 

Tasaa are three newspapers, but at {Hreseat no Newsptpw^ 
mafasiae^ published ia Belfast.* This latter, hew- 
erer, wiUperhapa aceompany the rise of the College, 
and eTen now there is reason to think that a pmod- 
ical work of that literary and amusing kind, which 
avits so wdl the taste of eatery polished age would 
meet with ample eaoourag qnm t in this town. It 
would TastlyoontrilMite toinqpoye the rising taste 
in this part of the ooantry, by holdings out encoa- 
ragenent for original efforts, and by combining 
eritical disqinsitiona with literary and scientific in- 
vestigation. Nnmcrons att^pts have been made 
to establish a work of such a kind here. So early 
as the year 1741, the^^ Pnblick Register, or Weekly 
Magazine,** printed in London, was repnbUshed in 
this town. But the principal production of this de- 

» Tb« names of tfaese papen are the News- Letter, piiblfflhed twice 
a weak i the CommeMial Chroaidev three timee, aod the Irishman, 
once. Of these the Newe-Letter is said te be, with the exoeptioD <if 
•■a, Am sl^hsst periodiaal print m Ireland* hevng been estaUiahed in 
the year 1 737. The early publications are extremely curious. On 
acenoiH of the gieai ebaages wbloh haw since taken place, the fel- 
lowing passage, at the end of the paper is worth copjring : — *< Belfast, 
Printed by Henry and Francis Joy, at the Peacodc, in Bridge- 
street, when all manner of Printing Business is carefully done. Sub- 
scriptions for this Paper in Belfast 4s. 4d. per annum ; 6s. 6d. in the 
neighbouring towns ; 7s. 7d. In Bally money and Coleraio. Adver- 
tisements of moderate length inserted at 3s. 2d. the first time, and 
^|d. each contiauance.** 

R 
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scription was the Belfast Magazine, irhich continued 
for several years, and was only abandoned in 1814. 
Though conducted by men of talents, this work was 
of too dry and political a cast, either to please uni- 
yersally or to be profitable to the proprietors, and 
the transitory existence of all those which preceded 
and followed it, must be ascribed to causes of a si- 
milar nature. 

Of literary characters, the most di stin guished, 
perhaps, which Belfast has produced was Mrs. Eli- 
zabeth Hamilton, who was bom here in the year 
1758. This lady, as a moral and entertaining writer, 
is greatly to be praised. The ^^ Cottagers* of Olen- 
buimie," '^ Letters on Education,'' ^^ Modern Phi- 
losophers," and several other works of considerable 
celebrity, bear ample testimony to her talents. 

Except the late Dr. Drennan there ieure no other 
names requiring at present particular notice. Dr. 
Drennan was the ^author of *^ Fugitive Pieces," 
principally in verse, of some merit. He has been 
more famous however as a political writer, and has 
been much admired for the steadiness and consist- 
ency of his principles in that respect, as well as for 
that bold and nervous style in which he unfolded his 
sentiments. 
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It must not be omitted, howeyer, to make men- 
tion of the illustrious Dr. Joseph Black, i¥ho, 
though born in France, receiyed the greater part of 
his education in this town, to which his family had 
for a length of time belonged, and where some of his 
relations are still liying. He aniyed here in 1740> 
being then in the twelfth year of his age. 

It may be obsenred in conclusion, that Belfast is 

to Ireland what Glasgow and Ldyerpool are to their 
respectiye kingdoms, and it has actually been com- 
pared to these places by trayellers as well in its ge- 
neral appearance, as in the manners and sentiments 
of its inhabitants. The independence which marks 
their public character is equalle4 by their readiness 
to meet the calls of humanity, and they need not fear 
in any respect of losing by such a comparison. But 
it woul4 be superfluous to dwell longer on this sub- 
ject, as it is hoped that the preceding account may 
conyey an adequate notion not only of the present 
state of Belfast, but of its great and increasing im^ 
portance. 
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PARISH OF BELiFAST. 



SUmMomy B§mmda$n0S, Solent, ClimaH^ 8pB. 

The Pkrish of BeUasi k tttnlsd ift the ceiMty 
of Antrim, ietlie barony of Ufper Belfast^ and dio- 
ceso of Do'WB and CoDDor. It was formal; callad 
Shaakin, wUdi sigmftea flie Old Ohurck ^ and 
though this name is slill prasarved, it is for mora 
genially known by its preaest appeUatioa, which 
has been gradually acquired with the increaaing po- 
pulation and importance qf the commercial town of 
Belfast. 



BoandtfiH. It is bouuded on the north by the parishes of 
Carnmoney and Templepatrick ; on the east, by the 
bay of Carrickfergus and the river Lagan ; on the 
south, also by the Lagan and the parish of Drum* 



Digitized by 



(Soogle 




^:^*-Digitized by GoOglC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1 



133 

heg; and ob the W6»t, hy tiie pttrishes of D^ni* 
agby and Templepatriek. Ita form is an irregular g«»« 
^fw$iy exteadiDg nearly eight ntka in length, and, in 
general, from three to four in iHreadtb, though at 
the two extremitieB its boundaries are scarcely half 
a mile asunder. 

Thb whale of this parish is in the oitate of the DiTiiioB.ftc 
Marqnia of DonegalL Sewnd of the townlands 
hate English names^ as GreeMastle, Old Park ; 
bii4 the Irish deritatioBs are infinitely BHMre niime«- 
reus. Of the latter^ many, perhaps nearly the half 
ol aU the tnwnknds in the parish^ eemmenee with 
the word ia^, whioh means, in the Irish language, 
a town 0r ViOage ; and is often followed by the 
name of an individual, as Ballymnrphy, Batlymac- 
ganry. In other eases again^ this uniyersal term 
precedes aome Irish epithet, expiessiTe dther of the . 
position or appearance of the place to which it be- 
longs, or of some striking peculiarity that it pre~' 
sents, TUs coaiponnd of ballyj and another word or 
phrase, however, has most probably arisen frnn the 
meumstance of several persons, or even a single fa* 
mily, collecting together in particular sitnations in 
rnde and barbarous times. The benefits of society 
and safety would lead to this ; and as the practice 
is still continued in mountainous districts, it ap- 
pears impossible to account in any other manner for 
the vast niunber of places in Ireland beginning with 
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the term in question, in many of which, perhaps, 
scarcely a single house is now to be found. The 
townlands here are of much greater extent, but also 
much less valuable, towards the mountains than in 
the low country. 

Thbre are few parts of the kingdom more subjeot 
to rain than this parish. It has been found, how- 
evOT, that the quantity, in the town of Belfast at 
least, does not exceed that which falls in some other 
places ; and that the g^oss amount arises, in gene- 
ral, more from the numb^ than the violence of the 
showers . Though the yicinity of three large loughs 
is generally considered the primary cause of the fre- 
quent rains that descend here, the high mountains 
which the parish contains, and with which the 
clouds are so often in contact, have perhaps a more 
determinate influence. To these also must be attri-r 
buted the excessive yariableness of the weather at 
all seasons of the year. The humidity of the atmo- 
sphere, however, does not render the climate un- 
wholesome, or unfavourable to longevity, as no dis- 
eases prevail but those which are common also to 
the neighbouring districts. On the contrary, the 
air on the mountains is pure and salubrious, which 
has been fully shewn by the late severe attack of 
typhus fever, a very small number of persons i^ 
this part of the parbh having fallen victims to the 
contagion. 
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The following table of the nmge of the thermo- 
meter and barometer for three years , with a regis^ 
ter of the rain gage, will farther ducidate this sub- 
ject : 




* On tb« S7ih of this month the rain bcgaa at six o'clock P. M. 
and in lerenteen hourm 2,00 inches fell. 

f From this period the statememt are made from the returns of a 
new rain gage ; and as the former instrument was old, it may per- 
haps have led to some slight incorrectness in the compuutions pre- 
ceding the above dates. 

f On the 4th of this month the thermometer stood at 16** at nine 
o^clock A. M. It is to be understood therefore, that all the heights 
in the foregoing table, both of the barometer and thermometer, have 
been uken at the same regular hour, vis. each day at two o'clock, 
P. M. 
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Soil. The Botl of this yoriflli is naturally fertile. - That 

tract of country along^ tlie banks «f the Lagan is 
most deserving of attention ; and for its uncoBUBom 
beauty and fertility has not escaped obserTation 
eyen in a county survey. It comprehends the two 
townlands of Upper and Lower Malone, and con- 
sists of a ridge of low failh, conunencing at Drum- 
. bridge, the southern extremity of the parish, and 
terminating within about half a mile of Belfast ; 
bounded on tme side by the vale in whidi the river 
Lagan flows, and on the other by the Falls mea- 
dows. The prevailing soil is a rich sandy loam, 
witli a substratum of clay. They are both of a 
reddish tinge, and fitted, with proper knowledge, 
for the production of some of the best and most 
profitable crops which an Irish soil can possibly 
yield* The small gentle hills, rising in continual 
but irregular succession, forming the proinlnent and 
peculiar feature of tins district, are not composed of 
the same fine sand, but of a species of coarse gravel, 
which is also interspersed more or less through every 
part of the parish. In the Falls meadows, which 
are low in situation, and nearer the mountains, the 
soil is chiefly formed of a black vegetable mould, 
which yet in many places approaches to the consis- 
tency of bog. This however soon disappears ; and 
along the base of these high hills, which extend from 
one end of the parish to the other, the most general 
characteristic of the soil is clay, not however with- 
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e«t frequent traces of that dark coldured earth which 
is foimd in the Falk. On the mountains also, the 
day is frequently seen, and even there it is often 
rich| deep, and occasionally intermixed with a 
strfNig stony grayd ; but on most of them, parti^^ 
enlarly towards their summits, the light and boggy 
soil, predominates, evidently capable, in many 
places, of considerable improvement; 

Suffaecj Mamntainsy Mineralogy, Sfc, 

BEroaE a proper account can be given of the ge- sorfiwse. 
iieral appearance and mineralogy of this parish, it 
will be faecessary to diBscribe its surface, together 
witii the condition of the mountains which it con- 
tains. Ife surfieuse then might, without much inac- 
carwjf be compared to that of the kingdom of Scot- 
land, as to its division into Highlands and Low- 
lands. The extent too occupied by each, is perhaps 
nearly equal, a diversity that not only renders its 
general appearance, in every respect, more varied, 
but forms the means of communicating that beauty 
and ruggedness for which this district is so pecu- 
liarly attractive. The lower part is a fertile and 
beautiful tract of country, extending along the ri- 
ver Lagan and the bay of Carrickfergns, the whole 
lekigth of the parish. Its breadth from the Lagan 
to the base of the mountjiiins is upwards of two 
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inOes, and from the sea to the aame natural bonn«* 
dary, generally one mile. This, howeveif, will per«» 
haps be considered rather an arbitrary distinction^ 
the ascent commencing almost from the beach, on 
one side, and the FaUs road on the oth^. Thedur« 
face even of this low ground presents different Ta->. 
rieties. The townlands of Upper and Lower Ma-» 
lone along the river Lagan are composed of a se^^ 
ries of gentle hills, already noticed in the descrip- 
tion of the soil, which bestow on it a most pleasing 
and singular appearance. The Falls meadows, 
which lie nearer the mountains, are low and marshy; 
being in winter entirely deluged by the rains, and 
principally employed in raising hay, for which they 
are well adapted* From the appearance of this part 
of the parish, there is every reason to belieye, that 
at one period it has been an inlet of the sea. Nu- 
merous banks of oyster, cockle and other marine 
shells, sometimes of extraordinary size, are found 
in these meadows. In the immediate neighbour- 
hood of the mountains, that irregularity of sur- 
face observed at the Lagan is again perceivable ; 
though from ittt inferior cultivation, it presents not 
the same nob and delightful scen^y. The swelb 
indeed are much larger, and continue increasing to 
the mountains, which at length rise Tery abruptly. 
The Black mountain is most remarkable for the 
ateuptness of its ascent, the inequalities at Sqiure's 
bill and Mount Oilberi being rather furrows in tho 
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low^ parte of tfaflM jnountain*, tbui aay eharMte- 
TUitiQ of tl|e Burf«ce« That part of the. padah be- 
tween the sea and the Care hill u Ukewise uneveo 
and iifeg^idar, and ia bounded from the town of Bel- 
fiwtto Chreeneaatle, by a steep bank twenty or thirty 
.feet in haighty which nma for this distance parallel 
with the bay, and ia in some {daces only a few 
yards distant from it« Most of the handsome conn- 
,try seate along the shore are boilt on this bank, 
which extends, however, much farther than the ex- 
.tremity of the parish. Ite origin cannot be well 
explained; but it ia generally supposed to have 
been an ancient sea mark. That district bordering 
on the parishes of Derriaghy, Templepatrick and 
Carnmoney, is of very considerable elevation, bang 
the descending ridges of the Black mountain. 
Glen hill and Cave hill. It partakes of all the cha- 
racters of a mountainous country -, and, except in 
that part which adjoins Cammoney, where the fields 
are well cultivated, the houses substantial and com- 
fortable, is in a much less improving condition than 
jmy other part of the parish. 

Ths mountains extend the whole length of the 
jparisb, forming a v^y extensive chain, in some places 
^upwards of two miles in breadth. They compose 
the prindpal part of a connected line of hills, which 
stretches from Colin mo^ntain to the Knockagh. 
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^ The BtauBk nowtidii is tbe most aoDtiuvaid of IIm^ 

ID tbis parish, and separated from Colin, whkft 
principally bdongs to Derriaghy, hy a doe|p and 
beautiful yalley. It forms an unbroken range of 
about three miles in length, of whidi the higlKBt 
partis 1040 feet aboiFe the level oi Qetfast Longli. 
From the northem side of thia hill, after passing a 
level tract for upwards of a mile, there rises a smn^ 

Dtvu mit of considerably gieater devation, called Devjo, 

which is 1475 feet above the sea, an altitude thai 
is only surpassed by two mountains in this poanty. 
At the distance of a few miles the commanding height 
to which Devis towers above the Black mountain is 
very conspicuous, an ^ect which is not so distinctly 
seen on a near approach. An extensive high tract 
called Wolf hill connects, in a semicircular form, the 
northem part of Devis with the next devation, whidi 
is denominated the Squire's hill. The road from 
Belfast to Antrim passes over the former of these, 

Huire'f uiL whidi is cultivated to the top. Squire's hill is 1170 
feet in height, and betijreen it and the Cave hiH is a ra- 
vine of great beauty, fertilized J>y one of thpse serp^dv 
tine rivulets which nature has here so plentifully pro- 
duced, Mac Ai'ts' Fort, which is on the summit of the 

cavehUL Csve hHl, is 1064 feet above the level of theses^ 
though this mountain is by far the most picturesque 
of the whole number. 
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> Wi^THlbe exoBptiPn of Desh^ thepe Ittiwa^tow are 
lUl in one froni xange, and to Ihe miMrabgift few 
«pots, perhaps in tin worlds affinrd a gieater variety 
of appennuieeB wiiUn •• Kanleda spasv. Theie is 
a part of Dem, called Mimiii CUlbcrt, wiudi ia ^SL 
nearly in a rag^nlar and eorreafondiiig fine mik the 
Mbi nbeady menliencdr It is gener^Hy, Iboked 
upon, hQwewes^ aa a contintiation of ijiat mountain, 
tbough the line of aepamtion ia very dfatinedy 
marked. Tho back part of the Gate hiB reodiv^ 
the ^name of Colin-ward,, while 1>etween it and 
•Squire'a Ipllatanda another nponntain of nearly equal 
deTation, call^ IligfataWn hill. Bordering on the ^f*^ 
pariah of Templepatrick ia a T^ry long ridge called 
Olen hill. The mountains, howler, which acre aiti|* oinhiiL 
ated in the more inland parts of the. pariah are en- 
tirely incapable of exciting that uncommon interest 
which so greatly diatinguiahea the north eaatem 
aides of those that front the sea and the ri^er , The 
region of rock has disappeared, and is succeeded by 
a soil, sometimes of dangerous softness. It is cer- 
tainly, therefore, one cause of the superiority in agri- 
culture which the former has acquired over the lat- 
ter, that the limestone soil is better qualified for 
such improvement than the moory ground which so 
frequently occurs at Glen hifl, and the other moun- 
tains in that direction. 
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Feom looUng, at tlie map of the parith, only 
a yrerj imperfect notion can be formed of the real 
state of the nmneroua mountains whidi it contains. 
In some places there are levels and Tallies of Tery 
^Jlp^ considerable extent, producing abundantly a coarse 
natural grass ; in oOier places bogs of great sise 
wid depth, whidi present a wild and dreary ap* 
pearance. The summit of Dctis is oitirely com- 
posed of a deep turf bog. The Black mountain 
has in general a firmer surface, and is mudi more 
steep than any of the others. Squire^s hill and 
Cave hill are more sloping in their ascent, and the 
former, unless vfhero under culture, is extremely 
productive in a rich and Taluable g^rass. Generally 
speaking, howcTer, they are all, at least towards 
their summits, bleak and uncultivated. The Cave 
hiU, when canopied by a serene and cloudless sky, 
is the most beautiful mountain in the parish. The 
wild thyme grows luxuriantly on its sides, which 

^ are neither dry nor marshy, but in most places, ex- 
cept where imbrowned with heath, smooth and rer-* 

.dant. All these mountains produce vast quan- 
tities of heath, generally of a low and bushy 
growth. Setting aside, however, their mineralogi- 
cal attractions, and the sublime prospects which ar* 
rest the eye from their summits, the BBtck mountain 
and Devis, which are the principal, afford little else 
to repay for the wearisome ascent. But though 
they offer scarcdy a single relic of antiquity, and 



Digitized by VjOOQI^ 



14a 

cannot gratify n taata for rural beauty^ their soft and 
keathy soil, their furrows of unvarying bareness, will 
seem to many obserters highly fruitful in serious 
speculation, and well deserring the attention of 
agricultural projectors, 

* The geological structure of tiiis range of hiUa 
is the same with that of the whole coast of Antrim, 
of which it forms a oootinuation. From MacgiUi-* 
gan^s promontory, near Lough Foyle, to Colin, the 
same rocks and mountain structure occur with lit- 
tie rariation. Around Belfast, the best places for 
obsenration are the raviues and rocky clifls on the 
hills, the banks of the small rivers which descend 
from them, the quarries of limestone and basalt 
which are wrought, and particularly the whole ex-^ 
tent of Colin glen. 

In the following sketdi of the mineralogy of this 
district, the various rocks and strata are described 
in the order in which they are apparently placed, 
one above the other, beginning from the uppermost 
on the summit of the hills, and proceeding down- 
wards towards the bed of the river and lough » 

I. Basalt, under various aspects, forms the top of 
the range, and appears as a c€^ or covering of great 

• For Ui« infonnatioii on tbt MiotraIo|^ of tbt parUi frdm 
lUi plaeo to tho ond of tho Mellon, I am iodUbtci to Doctor WO. 
ILuB Knight, PtafoMor o# NttonU Fhiltotopby in BctfMt CoUogo. 
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tbicktiess. On the Cave hill it is liearly thne httn-^ 
dredy and oti Devis aboat nine hundred feet in 
depth. 

The rocks called Basalt or Trap possess seyeral 
Tarieties of structure, and are distinguished by dif- 
ferent hames. The most perfect and dose grained 
Trap appears in the form of regular columns, as in 
one spot below the south west side of the Cave hill, 
where they are laid at a small angle of indination 
towards the mass of the mountain, and approach in 
size and regularity to those at the Giants Causeway. 
The Greenstone of these pillars is constituted of Fel- 
spar and Hornblende. Where the columnar struc-r 
ture is obscure or disappears, the rock is seen in se* 
parate masses pr concretiohs which decompcme in 
spherical or rounded shapes like the coats of an oni- 
on, the external parts decaying first, and dlsdosing 
a harder central mass. The Iron which all basaltic 
rocks contain, seems to contribute to this disinte* 
,gratibn. The soil which is thus formed is remark- 
able for fertility in all countries where it occurs. On 
the top of Squire^s land Caye bill the rock is called 
Greystone ; on the summit of Deyis it is Clink- 
stone Porphyry. When the minerals included in the 
rock become numerous, the aspect changes, assumes 
brownish hues, and has the names of Porphyritic 
Greenstone and Amygdaloid. All these pass by ra- 
pid transitions into one another, and iilto the more 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



145 

eompaci and purer Ghreenstone. * On the Cave kill 
and DeYis the chief enclosures aj^e Calcareous spar, 
Arragonite, Green earth. Chalcedony, seyeral kinda 
of Zeolite, particularly fibrous and pulverulent Me- 
sotype, Anakime^ cubical Zeolite o¥ Cubicite, and 
more rarely Stillbite and Chabaaie^ The nodules of 
Zeolite are often so abundant on the Care hill as to 
form nearly one half of the Amygdaloid. Cavitiea 
or air boles of a small size, and often lined witli 
Green earth or minute crystallisations, are also abuik-» 
dant. Specimens of Mesotype of gireot beauty, but 
small, may firequently be found ; and tbe Chalce- 
dony is of so good a quality as to be capable of being 
cut into sealstones or other ornaments^ 

: TstB red day or ocdireous basi^t of Doctor Ri- Huckr 
chardson^* which forms so extensive beds at the 
grand precipices of the Giants Causeway, and which 
IS generally supposed to be an diered basalt, is 
found on the Cave lull but in a sparing quantity^ 
and generally in those thin seams' which are seen in 
•one part near the caves, and a little farther to the 
eastward below the Whin Dyke which there tra-^ 
verses the cliff. 

• The protpcct which Doctor Richardson hat given of the Cave 
hill In the Traosactiout of the Royal Irish Academy. toI, 9, pv 43, 
will be' found on inspection to he altogether incorrect. 
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ynan DytaL TfiB BasaHic rock also oocmm ia this dktrict un- 
der another aspect. Long brandite proceed from 
the large masses of the mountaine, :hiki*oqMikg 
through aH the striata and' be4s4>f rode below, ap*- 
pear as if bnrttifig ^oagih th«n,'or dUing iip 
fissures or rents in their substance. . These stfe- 'the 
WhmPjfkes] Which extend' 4n some^ directions fo)r 
miles, and are as rettarkaUe for tliefar slmctsre, «4 
for the changes that the; produce in the rotk9 which 
they traverse in so striking a manner. 



Many obsenrations have been made t^pen 
Dykes, of which the following are the principal :-«^ 

1. They cut the strata at very high angles,, or are 
almost vertical. 2^ They are aH nearly parallel te 
each other, and to those on the coast at the Giavts 
Causeway. 3. Th^r bearinj^ or direction is from 
south east to north west nearly. 4. The thickness 
of those around Belfast is froni six te twenty-four 
feet. 6. They do not send off branches likemetaUic 
Teins^ 6. As they do not appear to oonycrge, .m» 
estimate can be formed as to the depth at which they 
terminate. 

Althouoh their depth is yiiknown, yet some of 
them have been observed, on the Antrim coast, for 
three and four hundred feet of perpendicular height. 
It therefore becomes probable, that those whidi are 
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•etn OB tiotfj whoted of BeUSist IjoogtiiluDrea oon* 
neotion with those which are Tieible on the mouaiv 
tains, though from the covering of soil it is not 
msy to -tN«e-.?it; As.' the liVlun Dykffs pass 
tfapopgfathe Jbttialtse^Mbhs: ityemieivtoj as laelt as 
Ibi^oiigh tlKsutjaoeBi^Mrfktd; thiorehaa iriMQ u 
«MM»lhai.thfi]i;a«e(ll<Mioiti» of a gr^ mass of rock 
oAhieh is plao^ both bdow and akiTiS aU the other 
ibeda, ani ythkiktimBm. iMiri]rthi& whak of the eounfty 
^;AB^im«. B«tlbepro6fiB-pf tjbiiiiis.unheoessarir 
io ^iire in an^ aaeoont whi^his. intended ia deseribo 
anly-this fvindpal apffearances* One' of the ^hief 
faelfri9'a«qi^«r*ofit is, that the beds of UmestOM, 
daf and Mukbtspe iflhraya. dip towasda the mono- 
tains, and tfaus: on g^inn^roand these, th^ dip to- 
wards all points of the compass.* 

Waufi the Widn Dykes^ap iMia in the. beaal- 
do rode kself, their appeiuranoeib kpajdiatinot tbai^ 
'where tbejr .sore see» cutting eirata#f a different 
Hiubstance from Iheic own* At the €a?e hitt^ & curiom 
dMNTt dMtance above the cascade o^ the Mile wa- ^ip^ 
ter, a dyke crosses the basalt, and is reeogfljzed 
without difficulty in the bed af the rivulets It 
splits easily into very s^iall pillars, which are chieiy 
of three and four aides, and from an inch to a foot 
in length. This forms the most regular structure 

• Around Defit, Care hill, &c. the angle of dip of Uie Ijmeetooo 
feaboallO*. 
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of dyke, and ibe smaU {ttDan lie in a horaoi^al di, 
lectfon. 

Phom Devis three of these Dykes descend Beat 
each odier into the plain bdow. Where tl^ey cut 
through the limestone, they change it from a chalky 
to a granular aspect, like that of loaf sugar, und ren- 
der it highly phosphoieseent. The flintp near the 
junction are also altered in. appearance, assundng 
light yellow and grey tints. These changes aK 
seen best at Doon or Allen's ra¥ine, on the middle 
of the Black mountain. On the banks of Colin 
water, aboye the glen, a Dyke passes through, clay 
and hardens it ; and a similar, appearance is seen o« 
the For^ rivar near Messrs. Stevenspn's manu&Cr 
tory. 

The Whin Dykes seen on the beach between Oul> 
tra and Holywood pass through the red sandstone^ 
and appear to be continued under the bed of tl|^ 
Lough to the opposite shore, near Macedon. Above 
Carrickfergus, on the Woodbum riyer, t)iere are al^ 
so two Dykes. 

woodcndor PiECBs of Wood Coal, (Lignite or Surturbrand) 

Surtuitwand. 

have been occasionally found on the hiUs above Belr 
fast, and have given rise to several attempts to dis* 
cover mines of coal. Borings have been carried on 
at several times, but hitherto without success. The 
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bst trial' WAS made on the banks of the Mile waler^ 
above Jennymoniit. At BaUymacreyan, half way 
between Olenayy and Lough Neagfa, two shafts 
were sunk to the depth of sixty feet to obtain the 
Wood Coal ; but the design was not continued. 

Tnis Wood Coal is the same with that whidi has 
been quarried for some years at Port Noflfer and 
other pe^ts of the Giants Causeway. It is found 
there in seams of from two inches to five feet in 
thickness. The texture of the wood remains dis- 
tidcty and is like that of fir. As no coal but only 
this altered wood has been found near Belfast, it is 
not probable that there is any deposit of true coal in 
this district. This opinion is strengthened by the 
existence of so large a tract of basaltic rocks, and 
ihe oonftneraent of ttie limestone and sandstone 
stmta to a comparatiTely sma^ extent. The lime- 
stone, too,of this district is of a nature rery different 
from that which has been hitherto found in connec- 
tion mth extended coal countries, and CTcn in the 
mine at Ballycastle, the formation of true coal is lo- 
cal, l^roken, and periiaps nearly exhausted. 

II. The Limestone, which is placed immediately 
bdow the basaltic rock, and in contact with it, is of 
a peculiar kind, and is universally acknowledged to 
differ from the chalk of the south of England, only 
by its supericH* hardness, while it corresponds wit|i 
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a in othf^r dMutiCteci; a«d in the ladire ^C tM^flint^ 
ud orgwuc reBnOiiii. wiiiiciiii cQiitaiiit. 

Tnft line of jiipiMtim Mwjow ^he ymefitoiieaiid 
Ba8.^ti8 generally iimgnlwr^ TJ^e tbidmefs of Iks 
beds of the former rodi is between two and three 
hundred feet. The ^f^im 9( the npptr part of 
i^ ma^s ' aboTe the ^ea ,ia mifioas at different 
l^laMB ; in Colin ^^n.aikdomaie eastern alope irf 
DeTis it is abo^t 500 feft i, on die Catre hill 768 ; 
on Carnmon^y l^l) itnd the KnockaghicouMderahfy 
l^wer. At the WhitehiHtd Jt n^ly ^eep« tlie leyd 
of the sea» and ^^ it prooee^f arf imd th^alibre to* 
wards tiie Causeway, is «een in many spots ^m^erg* 
^ng frpm the waFoe. 



^c«iour,««. The Limestone is either perfectly pjiite or very 
sligltly tinged with ydlow. Jiiin veinr of calca- 
reous spar travierse its. subatanc)Q»> and iw most fre- 
^ent in the lower beds. . Small nodule of teon py- 
ritetr are a rarer pccurrenoe^ biit.>the moat ttiinarka- 
ble enclpsn^e is a great numbeic of nodttl^ of JUnt, 
which are arranged in regular hori^ntal beds^ placed 
at distances generally between two and three feet 
from each other. In the lawesi beds very few flints 
are obserTcd; in the bigh^t*they:are most abun- 
dant, and at the top or junction arecolleoted toge- 
ther in a confused manner along with the red day or 
ocht*e, which forms the bottom of the basaltie rocks. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



151 

The Ante mre ^ike iiiaaUppeannce,in<Hiflyof dark 
grej and UbA Mfoun. Whttre the Whin Bj/km 
paM neat<^lhei]i/49iey aaiitiiie light ydlow a»d aeb** 
ablouted liata. Matty of 'a %m» rid hae a^e also 
Ibund, chiefly tit the bed» that are neareet the tep. 
Others tte diciliiifiitshea by peculiar ^pea, indieat- 
tug that Ihey hate euvted formerly as organic ^U 
lUfca, chiefly of the genus Alcyonia. The largeat 
nodules, known by the name of Paramoiidra,* are 
ft^ ten tctwtaity'.faiir inohes in length, and haye 
also been suppoaedtD be an corgdnic remain, particu- 
larly from the mode iv wlieh they are seen connect* 
ed in e quarry near: Moira^ svhere they are arranged 
in a |(ind of chaiA. The iehief ergpanic remains in the ^2<^ 
Mmestone-qaarrie^flErbuBd Belfast are the follpwing, 
most of which oocnr also. in the flints :— Belem- 
uites of the trae kind, very common ^ and iliostly p^ 
trifled by calcareous spar, more rarely by flint. 
Echinus scutatus, and E. cidaris mamillata. Te- 
rebratula vulgarts, and T. suloata. Ammonites, 
rare,' bat of very large sise. 

III. Ths limestone rests oa the Mulatto, a ro<^ 
of wiiieh the eonelitation k much raried in dif- 
fSerent parts* It is generally a' congeries of grains 
of sand in a cement of the wfakcfimcitoae, hating 

disseminated through its mbstanee many small 

« 

* Tht derifttloB of tlili word it unknown. Hit workmen in tlift 
^•nrict gift ihtm tht tipnMiTt namt of wig Noeki, 
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bpecks of preen ^^urtli. Bat the cdlioeoiui mstter itf 
nometimes not a tenth part of the roek ; while in 
other places, large nodules of quartz giye it the as- 
pect of a conglomerate or plumpuddjiig stme. It 
is often traTersed by compressed veins of calcareous 
spar, and may be found in beds of Yarious thick-* 
ness. It is seen best in Colin glen and at White-- 
well quarry. 

^mh^~ T^HE Mulatto corresponds with the green sand- 
S^^ stone found in England under the chalk.''' It con- 
tains many enclosed fossik, among which the fol-* 
lowing are found in Co&n Glen : — ^Belonnites, Os- 
trea Crista Galli, Ostrea Edulis, Area Glycimerisy 
Pecten Varia, Anomia Oryphus, Mytilus Crista 
Galli, Mytilus lAthophagus, Dentalium hexangu> 
lum ; and some unascertained spedes of Echinus^ 
Yenusy and Cardium. 



Blucifili 
limestone. 



IV. The last bed rests immediately on a coarse 
blueish limestone, impregnated with much day, luid 
alternately with thin strata of skte clay. The thick- 
ness of the whole is yariable^ and in Colin glen, 
where the best section of it may be seen, is in one 
place nearly thirty feet. It is the same rock which 
in 'England receives the name of Lias Limestone. 
At Colin glen the fissures in it sometimes contain 
the substance called mountain leather, a variety of 

• The name of Mulatto is deriTccI from iu speckled appoaniiife. 
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Aebeatus. It abounds in petrifactions, particularly ^^^^^^^ 
Ammonites and Gryphites, which, with the remains ^^ 
ef joints of Pentacrinites, often constitute a verj 
great part of its slaty teitture. 

V. Under the Lias Limestone, and lower down, M-rto. 
on the banks of the Colin, Forth, and Mile water 
rirers, are found thick beds of red and variegated 
lAarle, containing much clay, and including beds ct 
gypsum or sulphat of lime. The latter always\oc* 

curs in the form of alabaster, often of a delicately AkiMrt«. 
white fibrous structure, and sometimes in perfectly 
transparent crystals, or Selenite. The beds of day 
vary in the Ticinity of Belfast from forty to one 
hundred feet in thickness. Salt springs occur in 
them, particularly near CarriddTergus ; but nastrata 
of rock salt have been found. 

VI. Ths rock which appears lowermost is Sand- sjuubione 
stone, of which the general colour is reddish, often 
varied with grey tints, and containing layers and 
round masses of clay. The thickness of the Sand- 
stone is considerable. Ithas been pierced for wells 

to the depth of eighty or a hundred, and for coals 
to five hundred feet. It may be considered as the 
rock which forms the greater part of the valley, both 
of the Lough below Belfi^t, and of the river above as 
far as Moira. In the hill of Scrabo, this Sandstone is 

V 



_ Digitized by 



Google 



154 

wrought extensiTely at the White Quarry, where the 
layers of clay often bear impressions like those of 
compressed reeds. From this intermixture of a soft- 
er substance the stone becomes of inferior qua- 
lity.* 

^J2JJJ»' VII . Where the other strata appear near the sur- 

face, they are covered by beds of Alluvial materials, 
which are chiefly a coarse gravel. For some miles 
on the banks of the Lagan, particularly above and 
below Shaw's bridge, these present undulations of 
remarkable depth and steepness which give rise to 
beautiful varieties of scenery. 



On the shore of Belfast Lough, particularly near 
Carrickfergus, are found numbers of hazel nuts, of 
which the kernels are dianged into calcareous spar, 
while the woody substance of the shells remains un- 
altered. They do not differ in appearance from re- 
cent nuts. They are found in connection with turf, 
and have been supposed to indicate the remains of 



• It hat been doubted whether the seodrtooe in the county of 
Down be the came with that on the Antrim tide. The undstone of 
Scnbo, howercr.can be traced to Newtownards^and is evidently of the 
aanae nature with that of the Talley of the Lagan. On the Down 
side, St extends to Holy wood and Cultra ; on the Antrim to Wood- 
bum* and as far as Castle Chichester in Island Magee. Any at- 
tempts, bowefer, which hsTS hitherto been made to quarry this va- 
luable stone in the Belfast mountains have not been prosecuted* The 
last trial was made a| Ringan's Point, on the shore of the lough, 
nearly two miles from Belffnt, only about a year ago, but it has since 
been gifea up. 
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an ancient forest, submerged at a former era like 
those lately explored on the coasts of Lincoln and 
Somerset shires. 

In the alluYial soil around Belfast no remains of 
ihe ancient elk, so common in other parts of Ireland, 
have yet been discoyered, as far as is knoirn. 

Thb general nature of the Dowu side of the envi- ^«>i^f^»^ 

° nature of the 

rons of Belfast may be briefly stated. The chief ^S^Z!^'' 
rock in that county extends OTer large tracts, and 
receiTes the name of Grey Wacke, and ivhen slaty, 
as it frequently is, of Grey Wacke shistus. The 
latter covers a great part of the Ards and Castle- 
reagh ; and when easily separated into thin plates, 
is wrought extensively for roofing slate. , At CuU 
tra a coarse variety of drawing slate, and flint slate, 
occurs in this rock, along with a limestone, contain- 
ing magnesia. Sulphivet of lead, accompanied by. 
white Sulphate of Barytes, is foimd at Conligg 
hill, between Bangor and Newtownards, and a mine 
was wa^ought there but has been long abandoned. 

The Lagan forms a pretty exact boundary be- 
tween tliese diflferent beds of rock, in the counties of 
Down and Antrim. Some Grey Wacke shistus is 
however found on the western banks of that river ; 
and on the other side Scrabo is a basaltic eminence 
of 483 feet in height, where the Greenstone which is 
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•een on the top, and for one hundred and fiftj feet 
on its slope, does not difer from that on the Antrim 
mountains, although the hills immediately around 
it are of Grey Wacke slate. A large Whin Dyke 
from the basaltic rock oi Scrabo, cuts the sandstone 
in the quarry below, presenting appearances similar 
to those vrhich baye been already desa*U>ed.* 

ViUageSy HauaeSf Roads, Bridgesj Waters, 8fc. 

Tuhgei. Except Bdfast, this parish contains no towns or 

Tillages of any consequence. There are indeed se- 
veral straggling hamlets, which, in other situations, 
might ^lerit particular attention, but in this popu- 
lous district, where some of tlie roads are almost con- 
tiqued streets, they can scarcely be considered wor- 
thy of a very minute account. When these houses, 
however, are more than osually contiguous, they 
may properly be termed villages, and as sudb must 
not be omitted. On the Carrickfergus road, about 
three miles from Belfast, is a village called White- 
house, remarkable as the place where King William 
and Duke Schomberg met in 1690 ; and distinguished 
at present by an appearance of uncommon industry 
and comfort, greatly to be attributed to the exten- 

* The only information, it is probable, which can be added to the 
foregoing scientific account of ibe Geology of Belfast parish and 
its neighbourhood, is to notice ^the traces of manganese discovered 
some time ago near Dunmurry. The place was examined by sereral 
scientific gentlemen, and wrought for some time. It wa* found, how- 
ever, to be of an iirpure quality, though, perhaps, it is still worihy, 
and will probably be the lubject. of future perseverance. 
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stTe cotton print works in its ndghbourhood. 
Whitehottse contains a Lancasterian school, but 
bring just at the fimits of this parish, belongs with 
the exception of a very few houses to that of Cam- 
money. Less than a quarter of a m3e nearer Belfast, 
and on the same road, is anotlier village* of smaller 
extent, but stiD deserving some notice on account of 
the Tast quantity of limestone which is conveyed 
from it both to Scotland and flie opposite coast of 
Down . The place is called the Limestones, signi- 
ficant of (his circumstance. On the ShankiU or An- 
trim road, and at the distance of one mile from Bel- 
fa^, there is a collection of thirty or forty cabins, 
which may however be nearly considered a suburb of 
the town, being now almost united to it by the great 
number of houses which have been lately built be- 
tween the two places. A cluster of very neat and 
comfortable cottages on the Falls road has received 
thename^of Anderson's Town, forming in its ap- 
pearance a striking contrast with the village of 
Hannahstown, which is situated five miles firom Bel- 
fast, in the valley between the Black mountain and 
Colin. This place, which contains a small Roman 
Catholic Chapel, was till lately an assemblage of 
wretched cabins ; but it is now, as well as the ad- 
jacent land, undergoing great and rapid improve- 
ments. In different parts of the parish, especially 
towards the mountains, there will be found many 
groups of cottages, often in lonely and picturesque 
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situations, too insignificant to have acquired names^ 
and too numerous to be here particularised. The 
numerous bleach greens and cotton works in the vi- 
cinity of Belfast are generally surrounded with 
houses, for the couTenience of those who are em- 
ployed in them. Many of these are of very consi- 
derable extent,- greatly contributing to the populous 
and thriying appearance of those parts of the coun- 
try in which they occur. 

HooMforthe '^^^ wealth and importance of the gentry of tliis 
parish may very justly be inferred from the number 
of handsome country seats which it contains. These 
are most numerous on the road which runs close by 
the bay from Belfast to Carrickfergus ; and which 
presents, on both sides, objects of great and varied 
attraction. They are all built upon commanding 
eminences, and from their situation, from the plant- 
ing, and other improvements with which they are 
surrounded, add much to the beauty of oue of the 
most admired districts in this county. The finest 
house on this road, or perhaps in the iiarish, is Park- 
mount, built by the late Mr. Cairns, on or near the 
site of a residence, or hunting lodge, formerly be- 
longing to the Donegall family. Low Wood, Mr. 
Robinson^s ; Mount Vernon, the late Mr. Adair *s ; 
Fort William, Mr. Langtry*s ; Grove, Mr. Simms ; 
Greenmount, Mr. Bell's, arc likewise extremely 
conspicuous, as much for their beauty as for the fine 
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and ornamental Bituations in which they are bailt^ 
many of the proprietors having displayed very great 
taste both in their houses and enclosures. On the 
New Lodge Road, there are three fine houses, but 
rather in a confined extent; Old Park, Mr. Lyons*; 
— — , Mr. Crawford's ; Lodge, Mr. Magee's. On 
the Shankill or Antrim road there are also several 
country seats well deserving observation. The prin- 
cipal are Wheatfield, Mr. Blair's ; and Glenbank, 
Mr. Grogan's. The proprietors of the several 
bleachgreens and 'cotton works in the parish have 
most frequently houses attached to them. This is 
the case on the Falls, where Springfield, Mr. Ste- 
venson's ; Suffolk, Mr. M^Cance's, and Glenville, 
the late Mr. Stouppe's, are particularly observable, 
as much for the apx>earance of the edifices, as the 
number of outhouses, (chiefly employed in the prepa- 
ration of linen or cotton,) and the many other striking 
improvements which surround them. Though the 
houses on the Malone road are perhaps scarce- 
ly so numerous, nor the views sq varied as 
those on the Shore, the richness of the country, and 
the superior cultivation, make up the deficiency. 
On the latter, the houses are built in the mo- 
dem style; but in Malone, if wemayjudge firom 
the outward appearance, at least of some of them, 
and their long straight avenues, they must have been 
standing a considerable time. The following, how- 
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eTer, aro in general new, and most to be admired 
for their extent and elegance : Strandimlk, Mr. 
Blade's ; New Forge, Mr. Russd'a ; Malone 
House, Mr. Legge's ; Ballydrain, Mr. Yoongfaus- 
band's ; and on the Falls,, Beechmount, Mr. 
Vance's.* With respect, howevar, to the houses, 
it must be mentioned, that although those which 
have been selected are certainly theprindpal, all the 
roads in the neighbouihood of Belfast, both public 
and priTate, display a succession of country resi- 
dences evincing more or less taste and beauty, hut 
jaffording ample proofs, not only of the wealth of this 
great commercial and manufacturing parish, but of 
the manner in which that wealth is often and pro- 
periy employed. 

Fumhouscs, Xhe farm-houses in this place partake of the com- 
fort so perceivable and so gratifying in those of the 



* Cranmore, Mr. TtmpletonV, it remarkable at baing mott pro* 
bably the oldest house in the parish, having been built, it is said, in 
the reign of Elisahetb* It It one of the placet at whieh King Wi|. 
liam stopped In his route through this country ; and though it is ge- 
nerally thought that he remained here a night, there it no poaitive 
tradition, or other testimony, to countenance this opinion. It is, how- 
eTer, by no means impossible, as, until very lately, a bed of a gorgeoat 
and stately appearance was shown, and said to have been that on 
which the King reposed. Mr. Eccles, the owner of the house at that 
time, and the great grandfather of Dr. Black, the celebrated chemist, 
on being asked what compensation he would accept for bis hospita- 
li^, resigned- any favour of this kind to bit ton, wbo waa accordingly 
presented with a considerable situation in the Custom House of Dub- 
Itn. The only relic which it now preserved of the royal vliitt-isa jug 
of earthen ware of antique workmanshipi out of which iho King 
drank. 
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l^try. They are usually low^ and fhotdied with 
itraw, but at the same time white, clean and com- 
modiouB. Those in Malone, which are chiefly oc- 
cupied by the descendants of English sattlers, are 
|mrticularly admired for their extreme beauty and 
neatness. Many of them are accompanied with 
•m^Il gardens or orchards, and certainly fivm one 
of the principal attractions of a district which is pos- 
sessed of many great, but almost indescribable 
diarms. ' Though the appearance of the houses along 
the public road wOl proTC, in most cases, the truth 
#f such statements, the private roads in Upper 
and Lower Malone, in the neighbouring parish of 
Drumbeg, and in great part of Derriaghy, are in- 
habited by a race of people, denoting not only in the 
appearance of th^ habitatipns, and in their names, 
a diflferent origin from their fteigUbours, but inherit- 
ing a marked disposition for cleanliness and com- 
fort, which forms one of the best and most distin- 
guishable characteristics in the peasantry of a coun- 
try. Whether it is to be attributed to the influence 
of this example, it is certain that many parts of the 
Falls, as well as the other districts in the Ticinity of 
Malone, display abundant proofs of similar inclina- 
tions. There are great numbers of farm houses in 
these places, which, for neatness and even elegance, 
might probably be put in competition with any other 
dwellings, occupied by the same class of people in the 
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most itnt>ro¥ed part of these kingdoms. Mu^ofthi»M 
certainly to be ascribed to that taste for planting whidi 
has become so general -, hot due praise must also be 
given to the desire so strongly manifested of enjoy- 
ing, together with personal comfort, the admiration 
of the passing traveller. Though the farm bouses in 
the higher parts of the parish generally assume a 
less inviting aspect, there are many along the base 
of the mountains which would looe nothing by com- 
parison. They also are white, clean, and well en- 
closed ; and the proprietors of such houses always 
appear to be in a more prosperous condition than 
their less careful neighbours. 

coitefM. Under the head of cottages are included the 

houses of those who labour for the more extensive 
farmers. These are numerous, and few, or none of 
them, at least in the low country, in so miserable 
a condition as those which are frequently to be found 
even in this county. On the mountains, indeed, 
they are often wretched hovels, but in Malone and 
the other improved parts of the parish, equal in 
many instances, except in point of size, the farm 
houses already described. Some of them are formed 
of clay, but these are old ; for in this parish, where 
stones are so extremely plentiful, the use of such a 
material for building has been entirely abandoned. 
They, therefore, who form their opinion of all Ire- 
land from the accounts which have been written of 
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the wretched abodes of the peasantry in- the south, 
where one apartment will accomniodate a swarm of 
miserableinmatesywilhapigora cow, if rich enough 
to possess sndi a treasure, and one entrance serve 
for th^ admission of the pure air, and the egress of 
the curling smoke, will experience a complete, no 
dodbt a pleasing disappointment, to find here not 
only a total reverse among the most indigent cot- 
ters^, but in the farm houses a nearer approach to 
the condition of those in a neighbouring kingdom, 
occupied by that great bulwark of the state, the ycor 
manry of England, than any other part of this coun- 
try it is probable can exhibit. It is also proper to 
remark, that the houses of every kind are so blend- 
ed, that it might, in many cases, be difficult to as- 
certain to which of the foregoing classes any one in 
particular should properly be referred. The cot- 
tager of this district might boast of a bcttar habita- 
tion, than the farmer of another parish, and the far- 
mer might display a prouder mansion than many 
who receive the title of country squires. 

Few ]^aces in Ireland contain .finer roads than Ro^da. 
this parish, whether we consider their original struc- 
ture, the excellent repair in which they are kept, or 
the beautiful scenery with which they are adorned. 
The Malone or Lisbum road is most distinguished 
for all these excellencies. Not being sufficiently le- 
vel, however, for general conveuiencc, or the in- 
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creasing trade q{ the oountry, a new roi^d, vAldk 
completely obviatee tbese diaadTantagea, haa lately 
been made betweeii Belfaat and Liabum. It is 
nearer the mountains than the former, and continuea 
almost three miles within the limita of this parish. 
The Carrickf^g^ or Shore road, which runs along 
the bay, is likewise, in erery respect, extremely oom-v 
modious. The Falls and Shankill roads (at least so 
far as they extend in this parish) are alao, though 
near the mountains, fine and spacioua. They are 
all furnished with footways, an accommodation, 
which, though of late introduction, yields to none 
in point of utility. For the excellent condition in 
which these roads are kept, we are, in a g^at mea- 
sure, indebted to those extensive quarries of whin 
stone found near the mountains, than which a better 
or more durable substance could not possibly be pro* 
cured. A kind of slaty stone was formerly used for 
this purpose, which from its softness frequently ren- 
dered the roads in winter almost impassable. No 
such incouTenience attends the whin stone, so that 
it is now justly and uniTersally preferred.* The 
private roads in the lower parts of the parish are 
composed of the same material, and are equally ser- 
viceable. Though those on the mountains, too^ have 



• Tbii •ccouDt fnust ar«in Um more striking, whm it it knows, 
that to lately »» the jei 1 787, on tn applicBtioo for the cstAblisb- 
ment oF a rniiil coach betwoen Belfa&t and Dublin, mn anawar was ra- 
turned, that buch a design, in the present state of the roads, would bt 
impracticable. 
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imibr adviuitagea, their ateepaeM twAem fliem 
ksB capable of i]iipf0TOB«nt, aad they reimaiuy and 
perhaps wiU kag ooatinue, rugged and irregular. 

Thceb 18 scarcely any fiiU grown timber in this wood. 
parish, but a vast quantity of young plantation. It 
preserves, howeyer, seTeral evident proofs that it 
was once, partioilariy the roountains^ oyergrown 
with trees . Remains of such a kind are oooasionally 
found in the bogs, and many of the old inhabitants 
remember groves of considerafafe extent, where not 
a vestige of such at present exists. It is not many 
years since there was a large plantation of old ash 
trees at the Deer Park on the Cave hill. There was 
ISnrmerly an extensive wood, principally consisting 
of oaks, reaching from May^s market, in Belfast, to 
the Iiagan, and along the bank of that river to the 
present New Bridge.* ' The gentry here have a 
great and laudable desire for planting ; ^in conse- 
quence of which the parish is extremely well stocked 
with young and flourishing trees. In the low coun- 
try, there is scarcely a house, even among those 
which might be considered as belonging to the in- 
ferior classes of the people, which is not protected or 
embellished, more or less, with the tall ash or the hum- ' 
ble sallow ; and the inhabitants of all ranks seem to 



« Mftny ttf the old InhabitMils rwollect tbw wood, which was prin- 
cipally remarkable for the great Dumbet of swans which built their 
nests io it. 
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be folly sensible of the advantages of a system 
which unites usefidness with ornament. With the 
farmers in the mountainous parts of the parish, there 
are too many exeeptions to this ; a much greater 
number undoubtedly than in the course of a few 
years may justly be antieipated. 

The most important article under the head of 
bridges is the celebrated Long Bridge of Bdfast. 
Long or Its foundation was laid in 1682 ; but, on account of 
oTBdtet the war, and other causes, it was not entirely finished 
for several years after that time. In 1689, the bridge 
was much weakened by Duke Schomberg's cannon 
being drawn over it ; seven of the arches fell in 
1682 ; and a few years after it was farther injured 
by a ship whidi was violently driven against the 
piers. After having undergone proper repairs, and 
to prevent the recurrence of this last accident, an or- 
der wfts issued by th^ corppration of Belfast, that 
no vessel should Uq at aneiipr to the sputl^iyard pf the 
dock, and that ^uch a^ were sta^oned nprtli of it 
should be well moored, on pain of a penalty of forty 
shillings ^ch tide. The Long Bridge cost, accord- 
ing tp some accounts, £lWiO \ but from other state- 
ments the expence of its erection is made to amount 
to c£l2,000. It has been conjectured, that this lat- 
ter sum includes the rebuilding of the seven arches. 
Its length is 2562 feet, 1722 of which are dead 
work. The number of arches is twenty-one. So- 
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v^ral df tbese havo been dosed, and the others are 
extremely unequal in siae. Very considerable sums 
have at different timea been laid on the county for 
keeping in repair the" Great Bridge of Belfast/* 
as it is styled in the Grand Jury Book.* From 
whatever cause it has arisen also, great doubts have 
long been entertained and expressed, as to its stabi- 
lity. In the year 1744, Mr. Hams speaks of the 
ii^uries which it had snstsuned from the winter 
floods, and the danger which attended several large 
chasms in the ardies. By another surveyor in 1817 
a similar account was made of its dilapidated con- 
dition, and a very general bdief of its insecurity was 
occasioned. From a still later examination, bow- 
ever, it was reported that these statements were 
incorrect, and that more danger is to be appre- 
hended from the extreme narrowness of this bridge, 
(which is only twenty -two feet wide) than from any 
other cause. To remedy this inconvenience, it was 
proposed that a rail way on each side for foi^t 
passengers should be made. The committee ap- 
pointed by the respective grand juries for carrying 
this 4^ign into effect made a report, that it would 
be expedient to postpone such an improvement for a 



• From tiM aaiiM authority it appears, . that thera ware formtrl j 
stairs at the Long Bridge. In 1713, when mentioning le^eral alte- 
latfons, it is added ; *' and that the stairs, or landing plaec, on the 
noHh side of the west end of the said bridge lie preserved, as tbej 
weio bitilt at the ebarge of the two eonmys, as they now stand, whfr 
liberty to repair the same, in like manner as the side walls -afor»- 

Mid." 
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time ; but that the oilier repairs, sueh aa raisiiig the 
pavement and stren^ening the ar^hes^ ahonld be 
proceeded on. It fteems^ however, to be the more 
general opinion, that a new bridge ia requirdd, and 
various statements and arguments have been brought 
forward in the public papers to shew the neceseity of 
such a measure. Two plans, one for JSllfiOOntd 
the other for <^33,000, have been submitted to the 
public, and from the comparatively reasonable nature 
of these estimates, it is probable that a new and more 
elegant structure may shortly be erected, as those 
who have the power are understood to have taken the 
subject into their consideration. 

New Brtdge. Thb New Bridge also iHr^ei^ the Lagan at Cro- 
mac, about a mile from BelMst, and has not been 
standing more than eight years. It consists of se- 
ven arches, and presents from a distance rather a 
handsome appe .ranee. It was very tedious in the 
construction, several arches, at different periods, 
having fallen ; and another bridge, which stood in 
the sam^ place, fell altogether some years ago. 

Btum'n Shaw*8 Brid^ likcwisc crosses the Lagan three 

Bridge. 

miles from Belfast, and is much stronger than those 
which are commonly found on private roads. This 
bridge is of some antiquity, and was built with the 
ruins of aa old castle in the neighbourhood. There 
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ia ako a tradilidnal account, that it was carried 
away by a great flood in the year 1709« 

Besides these there are serwal others of less im* 
portance. There is one of three arches over the 
Blackstafll on the Malone road, near Belfast ; ^ ^ 
another on the same river at the Paper Mill ) three ^'^^ 
or four on the Falls, and several on the Car- 
rid^ferg^s and Shankill roads< The Salt-water 
bndge in Sandy Row, Belfiist, is, perhaps, the 
oldest in the parish. So early as the year 1717, a 
presentment was made by the Grand Jury, for 
building buttresses ^* to support the Salt-water 
bridge, near Bdfast, and for other repairs about the 
said bridge/' 

This parish is extremely well watered, both for n^en. 
beauty and for use. The Lagan forms its south 
east boundary, and, as far as that boundary extends, 
is navigable, with the assistance of five small canal 
cuts. Near the town of Belfast this river is of very 
considerablebreadth ; in one place, upwards of 1800 
feet across, but more frequently, raflier less than half 
that distance. Its breadth is contracted beside the 
town by extensive embankments oh both sides ; but at 
high water, theappearance of the Lagan is extremdy 
spacious and ornamental. The banks are low, and the 
stream itself is smooth and silent in its course. 
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Though this river raofl ahnfwt thiiiy miles, iim 
hreadth, except near Bdfasty is not very great, and 
heyond this parish the canal cuts soon become more 
numerous and osfocious* 

Tbb olher rivers in the parish are ineoniAdcraUe ; 
Vui from their sitnationy and their number^ are not 
less useful than the Lagan. They aH descend ftosa 
Mountain ^ mountaius in rapid, broken, and menuderilig 
courses ; being of incalculable utility, rither in 
draining or irrigating the land, but more especially 
in conveying water to the milk uid manufcotories 
which such streams always attract to their banks. 
The number of bleach greens near the mountains, 
and the artificial diannela which diverge from these 
rivulets, are sufficient proofs of that industry and 
wealth which they are the means of diiiising. In 
winter they are much swelled with the rains, but 
in summer often completely dry. The principal of 
these rivers are the Colin, or the Rnmbling-bmrn 
water, the Bladi:8tafi; the Milewater, and the 
Forth. These all rise in the mountains, and fall 
either into the Lagan, or the bay of Carrickfer- 
gus, near the town of Belfast. The main branches 
are increased with numerous tributary streams^ 
all partaking of the same bold features^ con* 
sisting of banks, on many occasions, remarkable for 
their height and steepness ; in some places, oom-^ 
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paaedl of day, and la others, of firm or frtabk 
roeka. 

Taaaa arsYory ftw lakas is llua ftefah, andnotte 
o{ any i^rcia^ aMgakiide. Tliere Is ono in Maloae, 
gpiparf te Wilnoiini, wkick apfieat* to be partly na* 
teral and partly artificiaL It oantaiiM tliree ai^all 
ialaads, and, tliottgh not large, is a coasidmible or- 
nament to the road which it immediately a^jeins* 



Or the I^tsaa nawigilaaQ, there is a very impar- i^ganNa. 

vigatioB. 

toot {iart» iriudia»ay properly be eonpidered as be^ 
kag^g to thk pariah, the dififwant wi«^ 
rber, fkmkk the tava of BelEMrt to JtomOiridge, 
maUns a eouneAf abaui mi^ Irish i»ife9. The five 
eaaal eite, nheie 4he rlrar waa feiiad too thallow 
or irregular Cer thfft furfotm of navigation, Carol 
scsroely a se^enfli part of that dManoe. The im^- 
propriety in sabstitaling a^iy portion of a river for a 
canal has been crflen exphmied, and the eflTeets of so 
grtfit an eyror ab ^egneiprtly experienced, so that it 
vran in coatempl»tion for many years to make ant en- 
tare new cat between Belfast and I^ogb Neagh, 
the advaatages of which woidd, it is though^^ over*, 
balance the immense difiioultiea and expense with 
which it woidd be attended. It is. probable, how- 
ever, that any great alteration in this respect is at 
present diatasit ; for this navigation, whatever may 
be its disadvaatages, is now, and has becni fpr se* 
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Yeral years past, in a state of progressive improver 
ment. The Lagan is too small a riyerfor the appli- 
cation of that great invention of modern times, the 
propulsion of slups by steam ; but the steam vessel 
latdy built near Lou^ Nea^^h, and now in full ope^ 
ration on that noble sheet of water, will, no doubt, 
materially add to the importance and utOity of tliia 
navigation. 

The works for opening a communication firom 
Bdfast to Lough Neagh were begim so early as the 
year 1754 ; but untU 1809, the country derived no 
advantage firom what shouMthave been <hi^ of the 
prineqpal sources of internal prosperity. At its com* 
mencement, a large gvant was made by the Irish 
parliament; ten thousand pounds were advanced 
by the late Masquis of PonegaU and othpes, as a 
loan ; and an act passed for defiraying the remain- 
ing cost, by duties qn beer and s|^its, manufac- 
tured or brought into certain parts of Lisbum ex- 
cise district. These funds, however, were found 
inadequate io finish . and keep in repair a canal of 
the proposed extent ; so that an act was made in 
1779, when a' considerable part of the work was 
done, for incorporating those who had advanced or 
who should advance money into a company, and thus 
holding out the prospect of a profitable speculation. 
The late Marquis of Donegall contributed «f 62,00Q 
for this purpose, which ^nished the canal from t^iQ 
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Union Lodn to Lough Neagli.^ Bnt even these 
exartioDB were'insdflicieiitto complete Ae onderlak-. 
ing. 'The works were keptin bad repair, imd :ex* 
posed, in.an uAftnished'stiEite,. to aHthe i^jofies.of 
the' weather. In 1800, hbi^ever,*^ nmoberiof hUi"' ifi^^rajnt 
▼idaak purcbaaed a cMsideriilile pavt of . ^ LardDo- "^ 
negall^s interest In this navigation, aadsnl^pdAed ' 
large sums to'rebder iiof puNio and penbanentad* 
▼antage. Sinoe that time, upwards of «£^se,000 haye 
been expended in judiciotts im proveme nts, A track 
'way fbr horses has been made along a great piartof 
the canal, and the trade is now rising in importance 
and estimation. The receipts arise from the tolls; 
and a duty of four pence per gaUdn on spirits under 
die regulation already mentioned, that on beerhaT^ 
ing been discontinued. The principal trade is 
from Belfast to Lisbnm and Lough Neagh, four- 
teen hours being the usual time fbr Jigfaters to pass 
to the former, and thirty to the latter place, where 
they are taken in tow by the'steam boat, and ena- 
bled to convey with rapidity and safety the produc- 
tions of other countries to the dilKrent towns which 
lie along its shores. 

Scenery, Natural Curiasiiies, Sfc, 

From the account which has been given of the 
superiidal appearance of this parish, the beauty and 
variety of its scenery may be readily conceived. To 
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a«ltuigtr, *i Makme dBsttici will apfMt llie i 
isntag. Tfce OTwilnnoi of Ito road, At I 
fltito W ooltrnttoa^ tke d^TttWM •£ oM dam aT 
kMm^ Md tha cl w ai ft ilapi ^ af Modiar, li^gadMr 
aAk Hie ylaatia^ and irtipmwiatata of Tariaas 
Uttda wltli wlMh kHiitea aontawidad^ aiila fai 
a^aMBe whUi b tvaly flttMi« te ktraal 
Tba gxmnrf whieli ia daahad miOk thb 
fcgy tf atriltMiy. olqeito p ati cuwi a a waupbta 
ioua madia», katwatnadatt and anrihiag* 
li^ flatean and a rodfiy ar afcaatftaiaam tmhct. 
<teggy^ II faaoaMes the wavas of tlio aaa ; mot thaWokea 
aad teaqnalaoaa UBowa af tlie oeean, bat it» regu- 
lar aad gaptfo luidaiatioBa. Nodaag k abrtipt^ or 
waale, or aafaodactiva. Nop^rtk taook^aied to 
be arid^ nor laa low to be marihgr* Trees aad cot- 
taget are profilaely tnia^ed wUb waYmg eaniy on 
efary bill aad ia crery vitte; > bo that it mif irilh 
troth be sud, tbat arthas cboaeii tbe same ylaee to 
exert ber power which Datura before had adected. 
TraTettera^ iadeed, never fidl to expresa tfaek ad- 
miratloBy aoiaatimeB their snrpiiae, at Ae a^t aad 
delightful scenery of the country between lisburn 
and Belfast. Its beauties may, doubtless, be in- 
creased or dinuaished by the collateral embellish- 
ments of times or seasons. The luxuriant autumn 
of this beautiful country cannot bat awaken the most 
pleasing raiections, and the eye can rest upon no 
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olijeet wliifdi will impede tlie progress eC sacb 
thoughts. But, ivhetber it be the liirdy vertere of 
spring, or Ijke resplendent glow of snmmer, the rural 
UuMlscspe is siiH conflete, asd the e^pussi^e 
images of oi^ of the gieatest ef our d ss crip tiwe 
pools, live Bn4moTebefsre the sight. Such impress 
sioBs esBiiotboteaiisieiiiiilieiiihe oh^eots are psoM 
seat ; and dmngh ihe ci^t may. soon bo forgotten 
by those udm are eontented urtth a ooU and cahm" 
hting inspeotion, the dcearineasof iviaitet can neves 
sUitemte H from the minds «rf those^ who have leom^ 
ed to relish the tkk and ge n uine beauties of mstie 
scenery. Let it not be thouf^t thai exaggeratieii 
has any share in this. Even so csriy as the yeas 
1CS$, the progress of thedistnct now described was 
so conatdenaUe, as not to have escaped the atten- 
tion of a cursory travdler of that distant period, who 
haa taken the liberty of catting it a pamdiseyin com- 
parison with every part of Scotland. Since that 
time it has been the most forward in improvement, 
and it^ outward appearance at preamt is sudi an 
to excite the most unmxed gratification. The scw-^ 
ery of aevoral private roads between the Falls and 
Malone is a renewal of the same objects, and nmst 
be enthusiastically admired by every lov« of rand 
beauty. Where there is little extremely promi-* 
nent; where the whole is one extended view,UHi^ 
fwmly ridi and beautiful, description must be con- 
fined to general t^rms, and even the magic touches 
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of tke pencil would Ibe insiifl|olent to repreieiit the 
fiur and goodly Bo^ie. 

brtiM Black That part of the pariah which lies between the 
Blade. mountain aadMalone b equally gralifying to 
the eye. The .findy encloaed fielda which eonpooe 
the Falla meadowa are quickly paaaed over to con-* 
template the bolder and gradually aaoending aur-^ 
face. The baae of the hill appears, studded with 
houses and dumps of trees, while the numerous and 
sueoessfttl effi>rt8 to reclmm from barreimess the 
steep sides of the mountain^ argue strongly for the 
increasing industry and perseVerance of .those who 
inhabit that quarter of the parish* ' The Black moun^ 
tain, however, -^ soon becomes, at least in the port 
now described^ sterile and perpendicular, bidding 
defiance to the efforts' of cultivation. Though its 
general aspect is dark and rugged, wfaidi is in- 
creased by the great lateral ravines that traverse its 
surfaceyit possesses an appearance of uncommon 
interest from the multitudinous spots of a brighter 
hue which the revolving seasons produce, and from 
the whiteness of the immense lime quarries which 
industry has formed, and may continue to use for 
ages yet to come« 

ortheshoK The scenery of the Shore road has more bold^ 

foad. 

ness and variety, but not so much rural beauty 
as Malone. The most conspicuous objects are 
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tiie majestic precipices of the Cave hill^ which 
may be seen to great advantiige. This is the 
only place in the parish on which the basalt is 
bared to any ^eat iextent, and it presents, in com- 
mon'with the other mountains which mn along the 
bay of Carrickfergiis, that singufau? disposition of 
rising gradually firom the land side, and breaking 
off with abrupt and perpendicular rocks towards the 
sea. Of these tlie rocky side of Mac Art's Fort, 
which, juttiiig out from all the rest, forms a sharp 
and insulated projection, is the most striking. The 
whole of them, however, form a remarkable contrast 
with the peaceful fields and cottages which encircle 
their base. This road has also other recommenda- 
tions. The numerous • villas on one side, and the 
spacious bay of CarridLfergus, with its many accom- 
panjring attractions, on the other, create a fresh and 
perpetual variety. 

On the Falls and Sbankill roads, the scene is orthei^ib 

aodShankill 

equaUy pleasing. Bleadi -greens and mills are in- "'*^ 
temiixed with the white-washed cottages, and aU 
the busy niarks of a wealthy, populous,' and thriving 
district follow in rapid succession. If we leave the 
public roads,' and enter upon those which diverge 
from the Sbankill and the Falls, our admiration will 
be called forth by similar objects. In these respects, . 
there arc several places worthy of particular obser- 
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nation. The appearaBce of the bouBea and die peo- 
ple roiind the Tilkge of Dunmurry, whioh is jest on 
the borders of the parish, oontainitig' an exteosive 
floor mill and bleadi green, bespeak nothing of in- 
ddenee or poverty. The same is the case on the 
lower port of- thtit road which leads thmongh Han* 
iiahstow^, and of the ntfmerous and beautiful cot- 
tages here, there is probably not one, the owner o£ 
:vrhaeh is not concerned in the extensiye bleaoh 
works which every side presents. In these in- 
stances it is undoubtedly the inaaufaetures which 
give impulse to their exertions, and which surround 
their dwdtitigs with comfort. 

Bdt if, in sunreyingthil scenery of this parish, the 
beaten tradi be altogether fonaken, many objects 
worthy of admiratimi will present themselTeB to the 
view at the foot of the mountains.. If the Cave hiH 
have an abrupt summit, none of the reqnisites so 
itiltispensable in rural scenery are wanting at its 
base ; possessing, in such a place, charms ei 
which they wonU be deprived in any other situa- 
tion. The lower part of Ae Black mountaio, at 
Ballygomartin and the neighbouring townlands, is 
also partionlariy attractive. This mountain, in some 
^^jpj. other plaoee so unproductive, is heie green and slop- 
ing, with fields and trees rapidly increasing in 
hei^. It is in this part of the parish, too, may be 
seen in their greatest beauty, the mountain rivulets 
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. formwly mentioned. Thar steep banks are covered 
witk brushwood or natural shrubs, and fheir mur- 
muring course incessantly interrupted by small, ir- 
ngnlar torrents. The banks of the Forth river, in 
many plaoes, are stupendous ; sometimes of rocks^ 
black, hard, and preeipitous ; more frequently of 
red clay, often but partially concealed by shrubs and 
bramUes that nature has produced, but which the 
band of man may yet eradicate for nobler tenants-. 
The very bed of the Forth, as also of the Colin ri- 
ver, is in some places a rock of whin stone, in 
wbieh situation it admirably disj^ys the regularity 
oS its formation. In other places, the course of the 
stream is chdied by the unconnected stones or 
masses, whidi have faUen from the impending 
heights. These banks are often composed abo of 
crumbling limestone, and oblique rooks, thrown to- 
gether apparency without order or design, and 
sometimes perpendicidar, sometimes shdving, they 
iblldw the winding course of the stream which they 
enclose ; and their height renders it strange, to some 
perhaps incredible, bow they oouM have been wMrn 
by so inoonsiderable a river. 

Or sudi a nature are th^ bfiaks which form Colin coiin onm, 
glen. They bdong to the river of the same name, 
and are planted from the Falls road towards the 
mountiuns for the space of two miles. The stream 
ii shaUow, but of considerabla breadth, and this 
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place certainly unites more natural/ as i?ell as arti- 
iicia! beauty, than any of the other mountain rivers. 
The banks on many occasions must be more than 
two hundred feet in hei^t, overspread -with .young 
'and flourishing trees. It is by far the most exten* 
sive plantation in the parish/ and the view of this 
- part of the glen from seme devated points is~ emi- 
nently beautiful. The high and shelving banks are 
covered with such a mass of leaves and branches^ 
that the rivulet below seems embosomed in green. 
For the last quarter of a mile^ however, these banks 
assume a very different aspect. They are formed of 
rocks, generaUy perpendicular and inaccessible, 
often oveiiiangiAg their base, in many jdaces 
crumbling to pieces and rent with fissures, De-> 
pendant on the windings of the stream, they often 
form,'on this account, the resemblance of vast am^ 
phitheatres, crowned with low shrubs, and exclude 
ing from the bed of the river, because of their height 
and circuitousness, the view of every distant object, 
but the ethereal sky. To the geologist, this place is 
one of the most curious in our island, and to all it 
must appear grand and impressive. The innumer-' 
able little cascades which have hollowed in their fall 
for ages .deep cavities ; the confusion of rod^s and 
shrubs which prevail ; the towering banks ; the 
view which in some spots may be caught of the cir- 
cunuacent mountains ; and the solitude which gene* 
rally reigns in this beautiful glen, altogether form a 
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scene, which.is capable of. exciting the most intense 
and lively interest. 

Arrsit the copioiis. account which has been given Natn^ 
ofthe mineralogy of this parish, it can> sceroely be 
expected, that any natural productions of nnidi im- 
portance. remain.' to -be mentioned. .The: most re- 
markable curiosities, indeed, arethenumberlesspe- 
trifactions which are found imbedded in the rocks, 
particularly in those that confine the Colin river. 
They are so extremely abundant, that. this place has 
acquired great celebrity, being always visited by 
strangers who have, inclination for. such pursuits. 
The marine exuviie and organic remains found In 
the Mulatto at the Black mountain, are also not less 
numerous than wonderful. They consist not only of 
shells, .but of various kinds of bones ; some, per- 
haps, the remains of terrestrial animals, but ofi(en, 
likewise, of an uncertain origin, 
• 

There are no waterfalls of any considerable sixe 
in this parish. .The highest is situated near th^ caiCMieoo 

the Mile. 

source of the Milewater, and on the western side of 
the Cave hiU. The water accumulates on the moun- 
tain, and. at length overflows into a most abrupt and 
tremendous ravihe. The lower part of this cascade, 
which is completely perpendicular, is upwards of 
thirty feet in height. The whole extent, however, 
which the water falls would he found more 
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than dottUe that dMtaneOi but the upper part U nodi 
less regular than the loww. Tim breadth of tiie 
stream is very triliiag ; though in winter it fbrma a 
large and foaming tmrmty which may be heard at a 
eenshteraUe distaaoe. Tbe water jMb ioto a htttd 
of rocky gulf; the banks on each side are etiremely 
h^ aad steep, doneealing the moutains and the 
sunronnding country eaficely from the iriew. 

At Ae tap ef Colin glen is a smaB wateiftU, pre- 
joeted from th^ rook in two ^UHbrent streams whidi 
cross eadi other at the bottom. They fall into a 
deep, or, acocnrding to the opinion of the country 
people, an unfiiithomaUe well imbedded in rodcs ; 
beside wMch, and above a wdl id a similar kind, 
supplied by another waterfidl) there are abont a do* 
zen holes hollowed out of the solid stone. They are 
completely droular ; generally about the slae of a 
large basin, but mucdi deeper, and endently tiie 
work of nature. They are smooth within, though 
not regular, as in most of them a piece of rock 
projects up in the nnddle, which is also as lerel as 
the ennrature of the hole. They are generally 
filled with water, eren those which are above die 
level of the adyacent wells, and appear to have no 
communication with them, a cunoamstanoe which 
probably arises from some internal means of supply. 
Though traces of such holes may be freq[uent at wa* 
terfaUs, and though there are marks of several near 
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mmy of ike torrents in thit very ritcr, there 999 
certainly few places where they are ao numeroua or 
«o perfect in thmr jformation. It is difficult to aq^ 
oouBt for tfieir origin, bat they haTe meet probahly 
been caaued by the action of water gradoally waah- 
ing nway the softer parts of the rode. The country 
people cdl this place the '' Romblinf Hole/' and 
bok upon It with no little veneration. 

Tbb grand and extensiTc views, whidi the weary cimdrn^ 
traveUer wiU command from the summits of the 
mountaiasy come last to. be described, and well de- 
serve to be numbered among the natural curiosities 
of the parish* ^rom Devis may bo seen on one side, 
the bays of Carriekfergus and Strangford ; on the 
other, the broad expanse pf Loogfa Neagh almiost 
beneath our feet. The south presents the lofty 
mountains of Monrne ; and apparently in a conti- 
nuous Amkf the distant hills of Tyrone and Derry, 
ending in Sleimis, and others of our northern high- 
lands. Towards the east the Irish chaond may be 
distinguished beyond the terrific vopks which re- 
strain its fury near the entrance of this bay ; and 
farther on, in a clear aiinoephere, the coast of Scot- 
land, and the Isle of Man, are visible above the blue 
hmson.. Between these remote objects the view is 
varied and enlivening in the extreme. The finely 
cultivated hills of Down ; the spacious bay of Car- 
riekfergus, with the islands and light-house at its 
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entrance, and erery litUe indenture on its coast 
marited with the distinctness of a noiap ; the different 
▼itiag^, the nqmerous country seats on both sides' 
of the Loughy surroimded or adorned with naiiliber- 
less dusters of trees, in some places apparently 
meeting the lucid wave ^ the ttfwn of Belfast en^^ 
yeioped in smoke, with tlie ahipping, the Long 
Bridge, the beautiful valley through which the La- 
gan winds, and lastly the smooth stream itself, oc- 
casionally hid from observation by interveninjg hills 
or groves, comprise the principal objects which serve 
to fix the wandering sight. The scene nearer the 
mountains is also rich and animating. The conntry 
appears a level plain ; wlvle the course of every 
road, the situation of every house, and the dimen- 
sions of every field, can be accurately traced. In 
the op|>o6ite direction, the improved districts of Kil- 
lead, Glenavy, and BaHinderry, together with 
Lough Beg, separated from its gigantic neighbour; 
and tliat beautiful and picturesque spot. Ram's 
Island, are all equally distinct. The superior height ' 
ofDeviscan no where -be more plainly perceived 
than when stahcUng on its summit ; and every one 
that witnesses the charming and widely extended 
prospect which has been described, must contrast it 
in feeling exultation, with the bleak and barren 
summit from which it is viewed. 
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FaoM Mae Art's fort on the Cure htH^ tUere k a ^^ 
proapeei of maay of the aame objects. Besides ^^^ 
tlieae> the high roeks^ fanmg a sort of seroi->eireu-' 
lar gtttfy flie uneimncoted masses which have been 
preeipilated from the snrroimdhig heights, and the 
auneraiiB conical hillocks at their hase, exactly re- 
aeoiibUngia shape the products of volcanic eruptions^ 
all of which by impremug the mind as the marks of 
•ome horrid eonvnlsioD, most powerfvtty interest 
/and awe the spectator. There is no pai<t of onr 
mountain scenery at aAl to be compared with this fof 
magnificence ; and if, from a connection wi^ other 
objeeti, its appearance from a distonoe be higftly 
beautiful, a nearer acquaintance caanot ledl of pro- 
dueing a truly sublime effect. For the abundance 
and grandeur of its natural, for the softness and va- 
riety of its artificial soenevy, this parish cannot cer- 
tainly he eiiceeded by many in the kingdom; afford- 
ing tbcarefore vast scope for the speculations of the 
natitraliat^ and for the admiration of those who can 
be gratified with the diversified works of nature and 
of art. 

PopukUiam, Food^ Fmt, Wealth, JDriMSy Spe. 

In the year 17S5, the town and parish of Bellast Fopuktion. 
contained about 10,000 persons. Their inhabitants 
have been lately estimated at upwards of 50,000. It 
A 2 
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would be very difficult in so large a place, where bo 
many religions are professed , and no regular regis- 
ter kepty to specify the proportion of births and mar- 
riagesy much less the number of persons at any par- 
ticular age. The former population of the parish 
must haye been greatly regulated by the increase of 
the town of Belfast, and it probably now contains 
double the number of inhabitants which it did half a 
century ago, as many old people can distinctly tell 
the small nundl>er of houses thai once existed upon 
roads which are now nearly poipulous streets. 

Food. With the inhabitants of this parish, the most ge- 

neral articles of food are, as in all other country 
places in the kingdom, potatoes, m^al and milk. 
The farmers, however, are not in the habit of send- 
ing all their pigs to market, and the yicinity of the 
town of Belfast affords the means of procuring a 
considerable quantity of other fleshmeat, which is 
generally plentiful, and often cheap. Though it is 
usual to hear at present some very serious com- 
plaints of a lamentable reduction in the quality of 
the fare of the common people, there is reason to 
think, that such representations will apply less to 
this parish than to most other places, and that the 
ihhabitants still enjoy, in proportion to thdr rank 
or circumstances, a due though not in many cases, 
an abundant share of the comforts of- this life. 
Among the lower orders in the town of Belfast, fish 
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(prineipally herrings) is in very general lue.; and 
these people, in some-instances, appear- more intent 
on enjoying superfluities, than th^r station or their 
means would seem to render prudent. Among oAer 
things of this kind, it might not be improper to ani- 
madvert particularly on the pernicious influence .of a 
foreign luxury which has crept in among the lower 
classes of most large towns, and the consumption of 
which is unusually great in Belfast It may easily 
be conjectured that tea is the article alluded to ; and 
it is undoubtedly one of the greatest drawbacks 
on the substantial comforts, and the health of la- 
bouring people which can possibly be conceived. 
When introduced into England it was sometimes 
smoked • in pipes as tobacco is at present ; but 
finally tlie extract was preferred to the vapour, 
which when rendered palatable, and taken in small 
quantities, may not be thought unwholesome or un- 
pleasant. But there are poor persons in Belfast, 
(generally, but* not always females) who quaff this 
noxious beverage in large quantities, frequently 
without any qualifying ingredient, often at six 
o^clock in the morning, two in the afternoon, or some 
other liour equally unseasonable ; spending in this 
way the wages which would procure for them whole- 
some, nutritious food on a nauseous sei^seless 
draught that will inevitably render the frame weak 
and emaciated, which their shrivelled skins and 
haggard countenances sufficiently demonstrate. 
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Fuel Xhe fuel used liere ccmsbts priae^lly of coab^ 

all supplied fffom iiie town of BelfisMt. The At«nge 
prioe is tireiity sUllisgB per ton ; and in sumner the 
Sooteh ooaJs are oiticb cheaper. There is a VMi 
quantity of bog on the mountains, and die people in 
their immediate neighboushood use no otlwr kind of 
fuel. Owing howerer to the difficnlty of proeuing 
tkis turf, and the moderate prioe of coak» it is 
not in so much demand as it would odierwise be 
in the lower parts of the pnrish. 

unu. Th£ inhabitants of this place have a consideraUs 

fondness for dress, eyen more so on some occasions 
than theiff circumstances would appear to warrant* 
In the country, they are commonly clean and deoeai; 
and on ibfttday appropriated to rest^ the appeamnoe 
of fanuers, and their families, round Dunmnrry, 
along the base of the Black ^ouatain^ and eome 
other places is deservingof a much highercommeada- 
tion. There is not, howeveri any of that serviceable 
woollen cloth made here, which forms the staple in 
some other places, [a the town of Belfast, (at least 
oa Sundays) a stranger, unacquainted with the re-* 
sources of a manufacturing people, would be altoge* 
ther astonished at the profusion of finery which is 
displayed . So oomplete a metamoi^phosis may often 
be eflEbcied on these occasions, that it might be a mat- 
ter of impossibility to recogtiiaethe decked and gar- 
pished persons of laborious mechanics, and thoa^ 
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who have been learaing diiring ihe res4 of the wadCt 
the AMMO of the «pUiiiii|g jeoey ; or to dkiieguidi, 
•efarae raimeiit ieoonoeniod» thefeaiUiesof tmder' 
poo|de or petiy ehopfceepers from ihe great ones of 
the JaMl. Thas is a diBpoeitioA, howerer, wUeh 
ansty in meiiy iiistaiioea» he rather appkuded than 
oondonned. 

Not taking into oonaideralion the wealth of reat* wctith. 
dent noblemen or gentry^ ihia pariah aaay £urly be 
considered the richest in Irebuid. The extent of its 
mnnaTaetares^ and its importance in the commercial 
worid, are condusiTe proofs of snch an opinion ; and 
thongh ibe town of Bdfast and its neighbourhood are 
the principal sources of this opulence, a surrey of the. 
pariah will eontinoe etery person, that great capital 
has been expended, by many individuals, and in va* 
riqus occupations. The manufacturers, however, in 
proportion to their number, possess more wealth tlian 
the agricidturists. Thofi|^ tiie land k dear, the far- 
mers also are generally in comfortable circum- 
stances, not however witliout extremes. Some are 
ridi, and some are poor, which mnst doubtless de* 
pend,in a great measure, on their own exertions. 

Tax state of edscation in the town of Belfast has state or 
been already noticed. As to the country, there 
are few piaoes where the means of iastruction 
are more universaliy diffused. The small schools 
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thron^lfliout the parUh are extremely nmneroiiB and 
well attended. They are much more frequently to 
be met with in the mountainous districts than might 
be expected ; and the anxiety of the poorest inhabi- 
tants to educate their children is a farther proof of 
the increasing, imp'ovement of the people in this part 
of the country. The Lancasterian school in the tU* 
lage of Whitehouse, and exactly on the borders of 
the pariahy is of inestimable benefit to :the surround- 
ing inhabitants. Those engaged in the cotton works 
at this place, and who are prevented, by thriroc-- 
oupation, from attending during the week, en- 
joy 'the advantages of instruction on the Sabbath. 
In this parish, where it can scarcely be said that 
any inhabitant is so poor as to be unable to afford 
his family some trifling education, the want of .en- 
dowed schools is not so much felt, or to be regret-* 
ted. 

Such euretlie extensive means of improvement for 
the lower classes which this parish affords. With 
such opportunities, therefore, and such inclination to 
take advantage of them, it is not to be considiered 
wonderful that education should be so generally dif- 
fused ; so general indeed, that it might be rather a 
rare occurrence, to find a native inhabitant of this 
parish who cannot read and write. Some of the old- 
er residents might perhaps be found exteemely de- 
ficient in these particulars ; but the number of such 
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is mdaubiedly small, and will entirely disappear 
with the rising generation. 

HUiarp^ Present Stock of People^ Latiguofe, 
Manners^ Customs ^ Traditioms^ ^c. ' 

I F we may be guided by rational conjectttre, this suir labt- 
parish^ from its proximity to Britain, nmst have bemi 
peopled at a very early period. It is needless, how- 
eTer, to extend this hypothesis, either by adducing 
any proofs in support of it, or enlarging on the pro- 
bable state of the aborigines, farUier than to observe, 
that as roving savages their principal employments 
were war and hunting ; that their habitations were 
woods or caves ; and that they were ignorant of the 
use of metals, numberless stone' weapons still re* 
maining as memorials of their barbarity . 

Th6 most remote era at which any name can be Aptrtorthr 

andent 

applied to this parish, is in the second century, 
when it is placed, according to the Irish antiquari- 
ans, in the southern part of Dalaradia, an ancient 
division of the county of Ai^trim.* The inhabitants 
were called Dalnarians ; and from the colonies that 
they placed in Argyleshire, as well as from the de- 
predations, which, in conjunction with their brettiren 
in Scotland, they ^committed on the Roman settie- 



• Vw% farther illuttratiofi of tbb tubject ut « A Skttch of the 
Hbtorj of the Countj of Antrim,'*^ Anthologift Hibernici, vol. 3. 
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iaents 10 Britain, tlieir country acquired great oe« 
lebrity in the early affairA of Ireland. Thoagli the 
inhabitants of thb parish, undoubtedly, took an ac- 
tive flhara in these transactions, it is isapossiUe that 
any information, rdatira to them in particular, 
could haye been preserved through the lapse of so 
many ages. The history of the period indeed pre- 
seiits little eke tium a continual series of emigra- 
tions and remigrationa, of intestine wars, aud pre- 
datory iscnrsions. 

AiouT the middle of the eighth century this coun- 
try was much infested by the Danes ; and if even 
but the half of those low forts found in the king- 
dom were constructed by these people, they must 
haTe been particularly numerous in the parish ef 
Belfast. It would seem that these forei^iers in 
some cases incorporated with the Irish ; and by 
adopting their language and manners, frequently 
became great diiefs among thenatiYes. Thus Do- 
nald O'Loghlin was king of Dalaradia in 1182, 
and his name signifies, the son of the Seandina- 
Tian. 

iTis impossible to ascertain whether any Bnglisk 
were settled here by De Courcey ; but it is certain 
that as the power of Uiese invaders increased, this 
place, from its vicinity to some of their strongest 
stations, would be considered one of the roost se- 
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possessions . After the failure of the Scottish inva- 
sion of 1315, the Irish recovered, as has been for*- 
marly mentioned, all their territory in this neig^h- ' 

boorhood. The parish of Belfast, with a great tract Beoomei the 

propertT of 

of hnd northward, was aUotted to Hogh Boye S^i^ 
O'Neil ; the name of the whole grant being at the 
same time changed from Dalaradia to North or 
Lower Claneboye. 

It remained vfi the family of O'Neil from that pe- 
riod till the reign of Queen EHizabetb, by whom it 
was granted, in 1571, on the attainder of Shane onmtedin 
O^Neil, to Sir Thomas Smith, and Thomaer Smith, tLSJ^'^ 
bis son ; bat the endeavours of these persons to re- 
tain possession of the country were not attended 
with suecess.* The younger Smith was killed in 



<^ TiMffe is ftn account of tbit grant to the Smitht, and its 
Ikitnre* in a raro and tralnablv mamiaeript called the " Grand 
Inquidtioa of the County of Down," teken in the year 1691. It ia 
there stated, that all the temporal lands, tanementa, heraditanents 
within the territories of Clanei>oye, and the Great Aids, cane into 
the poesession of Queen EUsabcth, in the eleventh of her reign, by 
an act of parliament for the attainder of Shane O'Neil ; the ex. 
tlnguishtng of that name, and entitling the said queen, her heirs, and 
BuceessoTB to the county of Tyrone^ and other counties in Ulster, &c. 
•* We therefore grant to the said Thomas Smith, the father, and 
Thomas, his son, ail and singular the Maanora, Houses, Castles, 
Monasteries, Abbies, Priories, Chaotrys, Liberties, Chappels, Rec- 
tories; Messuages, Boildiogs, Lands, Tenements, Meadows, Pas- 
tores, Woods, Wastes. Porrests, Chases. Parka, Warrens. Lakes, 
Waters, Fools, Fisbiags, Commons, Moors, Marshes, Furxes^ Minss, 
Mmersls, Rents, Reversions, Services, Adtrowsons, Tyches, Wards, 
Marriages, Reliefs, Escheats, CommodiUes, Emoluments, sod all 

B 2 • 
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aiienipiiDg to estabUsh a colony in the county of 
Down ; and after that eyent the lands nvere entirely 
retaken by the powerful clan which formerly pos- 
2?o'5Jih?^ aessed them. The principal proprietor in this neigh- 
bourhood was CoQn O'Neil, of Castlereagh, whose 
chief possessions in 1603 were the Ards and Clan- 
boye^and as a sub or lessee territory under the lat- 



oifier hereditamenti wbafioever wiib their appartemiicet^ ni lb« Gr«ftt 
Ardt. Little Ardi, and CUneboye ; toward* the louth, from the Cat- 
tle of Belfait, Castle Mouhraj. and Castle Toom ; and all the Mo- 
nastery of Massareeoe in Claneboye, and the said Castle of Belfast* 
Castle Moubray, and Castle Toovr, and all th^ Monaetery of Massa- 
reene in Claneboye ; as also all and singular the Mannors, &c. lying 
in Claneboye, Tyrone, and other plans in Ulster, which the said 
Smiths, or their assigns, sbalU before Iha 88th March 1579, obtain 
and inherit against the Irish ; reserting to us, and our heirs, all 
mines of copper, gold, and silver : all to be held of the Castle of 
Csrrickfergus by the service of one Knight's fee.*' They were also 
farther acquitted for the space of seven years, from all exactione, 
called Coyn, Livery, and Cess, and allowed the privileges of Couru 
Leet and Baron. 

The Inquisition then goes on to state the Tenor of the Covenants, 
beginning with an account that in the *' Qneen's KarMom of Ulster 
there be divers Ptefcells of Land, that lie waste or Inhabited with a 
wicked, barbarous, and uncivil people, some Scotish and some wild 
Irish ; and whereas, the Smiths, with a power of Englishmen agree 
to subdue all, and them plant with faithful subjects." It appears that 
Sir Thomas alae covenanted, that all such as should be partakers in 
the enterprise should have the advantage of the following conditions: 
For every footman i or any one who shall find such at his own charger 
enp plow land to held of the said Smiths, and their heirs, by thm 
hundredth part of a knight's fee, and such other rents as shall be mu- 
tually agreed on. For a horseman, two plowlands by the fifUeth 
part of a knight's fee, and such other charges as may seem sufficient^ 
each plowland to contain six score acres of arable, each acre to be 
four polea in breadth, and forty in length, and eech pole to contain 
twenty .four dfiet of English standard measure in length. With the 
Qiieen they covenant to have for every plowland one able English 
foot soldier, well armed and furnished like the tnen of England ; or 
for every two tewnlands a light English horseman, accoutred in the 
saoM manner. At every general Hosttngs, on Meen days notice, 
they agree io appear before the deputy with the third part of all the 
honemen and footmen that they aie bound to provide. They stipu- 
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ter, the Plains of Belfast are expressly included. 
This however did not perhaps comprise the whole 
parish, as it is at present divided, but the Falls 
meadows, which are still denominated the Plains ; 
part of Malone, and probably some townlands in the 
adjoining districts. If this be correct, the northern 
end of the parish must have been held by some other 
member of the same family. It appears also from 
the subsequent statements in the Grand Inquisition, 
whidi is the authority for the foregoing faets, that 
the sub-territories in Claneboye were rather pos* 
sessed by chieftains of the sept, who probably paid 
Conn tribute as their liege lord, Iban reckoned as 
his own private possessions, and that among others 
the Plains of Belfast were held froni him by the 
Abbey of Bangor. This powerful lord, however, 
was deprived a short time after, but on different 



Uto farther to grant no estato to «Dy of the mere Iriib or Scottish 
Irish, or to intermarry with them without permisaioa. 

The InqaisttioD then p r ooee«U toatate 4hat Thomas, the bod, did 
in 1572 enter the earldom of Ulster, but did not subdue it ; that the 
land waa not planted with good subjects, that the Smiths had not ap- 
peared with their proportion of men, though their assiiisnce was of- 
ten required ; that they did not win the castles, attend the deputy at 
Heatings, or pay the crown rent, and therefore that the whole grant 
reverted to King James. 

Nothing is more curious, or better deeerring ob«ervation, than to 
trace the small remains that still point out the ori;iinal ownerm of thia 
land. The namea of places are moat remarkable. Thus ; Ligo- 
neil, where 0*Neil looaed his hounds : Skigooeil, O' Neil's Thorn, 
supposed to mean a fort or fortress, end called a thorn from the uo- 
ieasioesa which the English experienced from it. These are both 
names of townlands in the parish of Belfast, and have some effVct in 
shewing the occupations of the powerful cbiefUlna who once possessed 
this country. 

For these and all the other derivations of Irish names throughout 
the work I am indebted to Mr. Sjmuel Bryaon of Belfast. 
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occaaionB^ partly by the artifices of others,, and- 
partly by his own conduct, of all his princely estate. 
wS'i^^jL '^^ ^^^^ parish of Belfast was granted by King 
chicberttf. j^gg 1^ jgj2 to Sir Arthur Chichester, who had 
previously established a number of Devonshire men 
in Malone. He was imitated in this buidabla prac-^ 
tice by Sir Moses HiU, who introduced large colo- 
nies from liancasbire and Cheshire, as wdl into 
Malone, as into different parts of the noghboiuing 
parishes. But the population was more rapidly in- . 
creased by Scottish settlers, who arrived here ia 
great numbers firom the very conmiaiicement of the 
reign of King James ; and who, by introdocing 
more general habits of industry, materially bene-* 
fited the country in which they fixed their abode. 

prr(i«nt«tock T BE prescut inhabitants therefore might be di- 
tanti, &C. vided into three classes. First : the descendants of 
the Scots who arrived here at different times ; but 
especially during the reigns of James I. and 
Charles I. They principally occupy the sea coast, 
EH well as tlie northern and western parts of the pa- 
rish, undoubtedly forming, if Uie town of Belfast he 
taken into consideration, by fitr the most numerous 
and most important portion of the population. Se- 
cond: the descendants of the English, settled here in 
the reigns of Elizabeth and James I. generally esta- 
blished in Malone, and also comprising a large por- 
tion of the inhabitants. Tliinl : the remains of 
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They reside in the south western parts of the parish, 
chiefly aboTe Hannahstown, in a bare and moun- 
tainous district. They are in {general the pootcst 
inhabitants ; ineonsidcpaUe innamlier^and y^ most 
deserving of notice^ as beings pertiapsy some of those 
whose progenitors once possessed the liflh and fer- 
tile plains which lie beneath them.^ 

Thb English tongue is unfarecsally spoken in this i^guj^a 
parish, the few remaining inhabitants of the Irish 
stodc being almost wholly naacqvainted with the 
dialect of thor ancestoTB. The language of the in- 
habitants df Belfast and its neigUiourhood is gene- 
rally acknowledge to be eonsideraUy pure. It is 
not, however, by any means, firee from incorrect- 
ness, presenting both in pronunciation and in phra- 
seology, many improprieties, most commonly Scot- 
tidsms. Towards the parishes of Templepatrick 
and Cammoney the Scotch accent becomes extreme- 
ly harsh and disagreeable ; so that it might, in 
some cases, be with difficulty understood by those 
who are accustomed to a more sonorous pronuncia- 
tion. Thare are boweyer numerous exceptions to 
this, probably arising from a more frequent inter- 
course with the inhabitants of BedCsst, or an inter- 



• The principal tmmm tmong thmk «s H«siU« llMqvillao* 
MiiGinullan, Macqaecston, &c. 
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mixture of the Scottish race with eetflers from othw 
parts of the country. 

Thb genius and disposition of the inhabitants of 
this parish cannot afford scope for a yery interest- 
ing detail, not displaying so much diyersity of cha-< 
racter as those places in whidi the genuine Irish 
abound, and where the features are, of course, bolder 
and more peculiar. It is difficult to trace the pre- 
vailing dispositions of a people without constant and 
familiar intercourse. But it is still more difficult to 
furnish curious and original matter for accounts of 
this kind, where there is nothing extremely singu- 
lar; where there is little so prominent, or distin- 
guished above the common level as to create asto- 
nishment and excite inquiry. 

It has already been shown that the bulk of the 
population is composed of the descendants of Scots ; 
and it would be needless to protract a decision on 
their disposition and character, by waiting for re- 
laxed or unguarded moments. They are the same at 
all times, and in all situations. The merchants, ma- 
nufacturers, and farmers of this parish form a nu- 
merous body, distinguished for patient and laudable 
industry. They are rather persevering than specula- 
tive ; and the best of them, radier naturally acute 
and intelligent, than disposed to be envious of lite- 
rary acquirements. 
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In any part of this kingdom, it would be dli&cutt 
or impodsible to find a class of inhabitants endowed 
with more shrewdness than the country people of 
this parish. There are to be found among them 
none of those thoughtless^ Itght-bearteddispositbns, 
which the common Toice has attributed to the Irish 
race. They are a plodding people ; cool, dry and 
deliberate, but evincing at the same time, in gene- 
ral intercourse, nothing farther repulsive or austere 
than an eager curiosity to pry into the names or em- 
ployments of those with whom they converse, and 
which is the more difficult to be repressed if that 
conversation be familiar. Tothese dispositions, also, 
however unpromising some might consider them, 
would rightly be ascribed the pre-eminence, which, 
on comparison, these people would be found to as- 
sume among the peasantry of Ireland. Nor will it 
require a long acquaintance to discover the inde- 
pendence of mind and principle by whidi they are 
actuated ; and which marks a people totally difie- 
rent from the prodigal and submissive* inhabitants 
of other parts of this kingdom. Each man here 
considers himself as good as his neighbour , and will 
submit to no unwarrantable oppression, however 



• The following patisgo oecun fa Wakefield*! Statistical and Po- 
litical Acoount of Ireland, yoI. ii p. 722, '* In the month of June, 
1809. at the races at Carlow, I taw a poor man's cheek laid ope? bj 
the stroke of a whip. The inbaman wretch who inflicted the wound 
was a gentieoMn of some rank hi Che county. The unhappy sufferer 
was standing in his way, and without requesting him to motre, he 
flmck him with less ecremony than an Engliah country squire would 
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elevated may be the qaarter from which it Bomes 
Seyeral instances of that fearless resistance to what 
thej have looked upon as arbitrary or tyrannical 
acts in their superiors, might be brought, forward in 
support of this. It is not howerer in the town of 
Belfiiat, where there in such a ooaflux of people, 
that inherent dispositions of this kind are to be ex- 
pected. The Scottish raee|bodi here and in the 
neighbouring parbh of Cammoney, are so bold and 
independent in their polities as to display an iuTin. 
eifale antipathy to any innovations in their civil or 
rdigious opinions and estaUidiffients. One of tlie 
most popular preachers, probably in the kingdom, 
was sharply censured by a modem puritan of this 
parish for what he looked upon as a heinous trans- 
gression, but which others would represent not only 
as pardonable, but strictly proper and praiseworthy . 
The creed of the preacher was sound and orthodox ; 
his diticourse was Imig and forcible ; and, what was 
of infinitely more consequence, it was extempora- 
neous ; hi» articulation was distinct, and his man- 



9 d^. B«t wli«t l«toiiMli«<l me •ven rowe than the deed, and which 
fthewt the difference between English end Irish feeling was, that not 
h nuiwar was beafd« nor hand raised in disapprebatlon^f but tbesur« 
rounding spectators dispersed, running diflbrent wavs, like slaves ter. 
ri6»d at the rod of their despot.*' 

The comparitoii which Mr. Walccfield here makes between English 
and Irish feeling nmst be receiTed with some liniitaiion« for I am per- 
suaded that if anj man should commit so cruel and wanton an action, 
on Uie Maie course for instance, which is ten miles ^om Belfast, be 
would be driven frooi the ground with danger and disgrace irere lie 
the lord of the soil. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



201 

ner apppopriate. All thesa qoalifidations were pf no 
ETail, becauie, ** he looked troBderfiil bishop-like 
with that gown on him.** These Were the verf 
words ; they were spoken with no little asperitf , 
and formed the sole objection. But the iidiabitants 
of this place are at the same time a truly Tafaiahle 
conununity . Their prudent, cautions, and indepen- 
dent principles, so far from retarding the adTance- 
ment of industry, hasten^ and confirm its progress. 
It may safely be affirmed, therefore^ that those dis* 
orders which have disturbed and disgraced other ' 
parts of this country, can nerer reach such a pitch 
here, so long as there are manufactures to employ 
the people, and so long as prosperity shall continue 
to flow from such a source. 

However great may be the progress of civiliza- 
tion in this parish, and however much it has contri- 
buted to root out the ignorance of former times, 
there are still to be found many of those supersti- 
tious prejudices and notions yet so prevalent in 
other parts of this kingdom. They frtrm, however, 
but a lingering remnant ; and on many occasions 
are contimied or believed merely on aecount of that 
reverence whicb always aoeompanies customs that 
have existed from ** time out of mind.*' Few of 
those remarkable practices, which flourish in such 
numbers among the Irish stock, can be discovered 
c 2 
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here ; and though many of those, aUo, whidi do re- 
main^ are foolish and extravagant, there is not per- 
haps, to speak generally, any class of p^ple in Ire- 
Jand more free from superstition than the inhalHtants 
of diis parish. It must be conTessed, however, that 
this observation applies with most trnth to the low 
country ; and it is among the mountaineers, where 
they are cherished periiaps by the wildness and so- 
litude of the scenery, that those singular or frivo- 
lous customs, so well deserving of minute investijga- 
tion, may be expected, and will chiefly be found. 
Though the reKance therefore on the superstitions 
aUaded to, may not be uMver8a]> those who do be- 
lieve them, often {dace the most implicit confidence 
in their truth ; and much to amuse might be col- 
lected from the absivdity of some of these customs, 
the pertinacity of mfiny in confiding so steadfac^tly 
on their reality^ and the wiUingness of others to re- 
ject them, yet still reluctant to be thought wiser 
than their fathers. 

, As samudtof the prosperity of the country people 
depends on the preservation of their cattle from dis- 
ease^ the most efiicient mode of attaining this de- 
sirable object has always been sought after with a 
solicitude proportionable to its importance. Not 
satisfied, however^ with the operation of direct and 
probable remedies, recourse has been had to spells 
and amulets, leading to soma of the most delusive 
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#aper»tition8 which the iDgenuity of man has ever 
devised. Cows ave subject to a disorder in the 
side, arising firom a very natural cause, but accord- 
ing to the opinions of those who arrogate to them- 
selves a greater measure of wisdom than their neigh- 
hours, the dmase is occasioned by no common in- 
fluence, and must be eradicated by no common 
means. The anim^ is s^d to be effshot^ that is, 
wounded, or ^ii^ sQ«ie way injured, by one of those 
ancient and well known arrow heads of stone, so 
frequently found in this kingdom, called therefore 
by the people for this te9Aone\f9ione$^ coming from 
they know not where, and shot by^ they say not 
whoqd. Tlfte malicious design, however, is defeated 
by a very ^subtle county -charm. A draught of 
salt and Water is prepared, Q)|e of (hese missile 
weappns is dropped with due solemnity into the po- 
tion, which is immediately swallow^ by the d^s* 
eased patient. There are those |n this parish who 
belipvp tha( the cure will be speedy and effectual, 
merely from tjie presence and supeirnatural power of 
a piece of common flint. Philosophers have long 
searched in vain fior the elixir vitas. Behold here, 
in part at least, an admirable sucoedaneum, but like 
some of the other stupendous exertions of human in- 
genuity, it is unfortunately not known to whom we 
are indebted for this invaluable discovery ; a cir- 
cumstance which will leave the world in suspense 
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and regret, and which has robbed some aage per- 
sonage of an imperishable name. 

Many there are, howeVer^ who wisdy considering 
that the preventAon of a disease is always preferable 
to any remedy, defend their eattle from all danger, 
internal or external, present or remote, by a simple 
and invulnerable armour. An elf stone is hmig at 
the cow^s head, sometimes on the horn, aind it has 
been found by long experience, that thi& sight «f this 
object, like the eye of the basilisk, arrests the pro- 
gress and annihilates thepower of the malignant ds-^ 
mon, or wha^cTer 0ther being it is, whidi would mo- 
lest so usefhi and inoflfensiTC an animaL It is in- 
deed extremely curious to obserye the uncommon 
superstition which is attached to these arrow heads. 
Scarcely a house is without one, some of which may- 
baTe served as universal specifics for the last two 
or three centuries. The people reflect not on the 
barbarism of other years ; and it must undoubtedly 
raise their wonder to see siich numbers of these re- 
gularly shaped stones, and exercise their inventjon 
to account for their existence. They support the 
belief of their supernatural origin by many sturdy 
arguments ; and will relate with astonishment how 
they dug or ploughed in a field where not one was 
to be seen ; but lo ! when arrived the next morn- 
ing on tlie same spot to resume their toil, the ground 
was strewed with the mysterious weapons. An en- 
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gageiMnt in affchery, a iilt or a toamaineDt had ta- 
ken place among the dwellera in the nriddleiegion*, 
when the men of this world had retired to their ha- 
bitations. It must be vemaAed, howeirer^ tbait the 
belirf in these things is weakening aqpaioe, and that 
eren many of the inoaptaine^s taeat th^ with oon*- 
tempt. They m^y not be aMays aincere fn tUa^ 
being ashamed peihaps to aoknowledj^^ilieircredu- 
liiy ; but^ven if Buchshould beihe opae^ itria aiear- 
tain token 4^at they are losing groond in ifceur ^ti^ 
mation. 

Many instances of that saperstitianB dcead which sapenutioiif 
accompanies the destmctioa of <dd forts may be ob<- S^"^ 
served among the inhabitants of this parish. Some 
consider such an occupation litfle less than sacrile- 
gious ; and support Aeir opinion with niaay mira* 
culous stories, of the dire misfortunes which befel 
the prop^ty, as well as the persons, of the princi*. 
pals, aiders, and abettors in these crimes. Others 
again, regardless of such es^amples, employ the 
spade and the plough in the business without much 
compunction ; and as the number of these fearless 
agriculturists is very properly increasing, so, it 
would seem, that the guardian fairies of the forts, 
overpowered perhaps by muUitades, are relaxing in 
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their vigilanoe, u most tfaMgroBsors escape now 
with impunity •« 

oid tborn.. Similar to this^ and perhaps even more, general, 
is the respeet for old thorns, wUoh are numerous in 
this parish, particularly at Squire^s lall. There are 
many persons by whom they we presenred with as 
much care as the misletoe of the Druids> and who 
would conteiiqplate.almoet with horror, the downfU 
of thdr bare and hnotted trunks. Their Tenorable 
appearance certainly claimB some indulgence; so that 
from this circumstance, and the innumerable tales 
which are rdiated of the vengeance that has been in* 
flioted by unseen agents on those who haye treated 
these hallowed temptes with disrespect, it is not at 
all incredible that they should impress weak mipds 
with considemble awe. There are certainly some 
who discredit many qt the prodigies attributed to 
theelf stones ; and yet who would, upon no conside- 
ration, be concerned in laying the axe, or even the 
pruning knife, to these antiquated thorns. Some 
years ago five pounds were offered by a late exten- 
sive landed proprietor to the person who would cut 
down an old thorn, which was an obstruction to 
some improvement in bis grounds. It remained, 
however, for a long time untoudied, till at length 



* It it pcrbipt worth noticing, that tbcre ha?* bceo frequent in- 
stances of persons who have levelled these forts being attaclied, or 
conceiving themselves to be attacked with soma distemper ; which 
proves, oot the power of the fairies, but the power of imagination. 
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it waa destroyed at night, yfA&a darkneas covered 
the parish, by some deifperate or needy individual. 
Suspicion fixed upon a certain person ; and let it 
have been well or ill founded, the usual fatality at- 
tended the man who was its object. The airy divi* 
* nities called im all tber forces from the outskirts 
of their dominions to pour teiq;eance on bis de- 
voted head ; the arrow of adversity was fixed, 
and fiew with a sure and deadly aim. His family 
was dispersed by disease and death ; and be hiimelf 
is at present a helpless mendicant. So runs the 
story . On another occasion , however, when the fuel 
was scarce, the wants of the people got the better of 
their fears, great numbers of thorns having been cut 
down bnd consigned to the flames* It is not re- 
corded that any misfortunes aJtteiided these delin- 
quents. 

It is almost unnecessary to mention that these navie». 
forts and bushes are supposed to be the haunts of 
fairies ; and many is the place in this parish which 
will be pointed out to the traveUer as gemtle, and 
many a fabulous narrative may he hear of the asto- 
nishing feats of these puissant and agile beings . It 
is no uncommon thing to meet, particularly among 
the mountains, men of years and experience, intel- 
ligent enough in other matters, who believe sincerely 
in their existence ; and who are by no means in- 
clined to be merry on the subject. Though this is 
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kiDgdom, it 18 impossible to 'find any person who 
pretends ia hare had ocniar proofs of its tnith. 
There are always two or ihree removes In tbestory ; 
and that humourons iale of mag^nifying^ celebrity, 
called '' The Three Blaok Crcms/' would be found 
but a trifle, in comparison with the enormous addi« 
tions whidi are acquired by these ikiry fictions in 
rolling from credulous tongues to greedy ears ad 
infh^itum. We may indeed meet with persons, 
more easy of belief, or more fayonred than their 
contemporaries, who will assert, positively and se* 
riously, that they hare beheld the fairy forts and 
bushes biasing in splendid, but harmless glory ; 
or were charmed into mute rapture with the celes- 
tial notes of the fife, fiddle, or bagpipes from their 
subterraneous habitations. Though a story so 
truly ridiculous has been often resfeaied, the parti- 
cular tunes whidi entranced these wondering mor- 
tals, are points still so far undetermined as to have 
been the occasion of much warm and angry contro- 
versy ; at the same time, that aB parties give the 
invisible musicians the most unbounded praise for 
being thorough adepts in tliat dbgant art. 

Tnfiee notions, and several others which might be 
mentioned, however capable of a more dMTuse il- 
lustration, are so far firom being confined to this 
place, that a sprinkling of the whole is perhaps sufli^ 
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eieitt ; and it will be more {iroper to limit the re- 
maining observations on this head to those whidi 
have better pretensions to a more strict locality. 

TuBRB is a custom^ at least in most ports of this ^^^;^ 
kingdom^ of repairing on Easter Monday to some ^'''^'- 
conspicuous or celebrated place, generally an old 
forty for the avowed purpose of mirth and festivity. 
The good people of Belfast aind the neighbouring 
country^ who are disposed to forego for one day 
the toils and cares of this busy world, haye selected^ 
from time immemorial, the Caye hiU as the scene of 
their convivial sports. Mac Art's Fort,, as being 
the greatest for many miles around> is probably the 
ostensible object which attracts their visit ; but - 
dreading to wrestle so near the sky with a certain 
potent and insidious enemy who is no respecter of 
times or places, and who has neyer been known to be 
absent from any Irish fair, wake, patron, Easter 
ilay, or other jovial meeting, they yery prudegtly 
choose a less elevated situation ; and pitching with 
much droumspection, numerous tents on the soft 
green sward beneath, where the advances of the said 
treacherous adversary can be watchedf his attacks 
resisted on firm ground, and where the vanquished 
may rise uniiqured from the combat, they indulge in 
ftH that mirth which the scene and the occasion can- 
not fail to inspire. Among the more juvenile revel- 
j> 2 
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l«rB, at tliia great festival , there is a singular cnatom, 
and one vvbicb is nearly local. Eggs are boiled 
hard in a liijuid in which some colouring matter, ge^ 
nerally logwood, or furze blossoms, has been in- 
fused. When properly dyed they are carried to the 
fields, and rolled on the ground, thrown into the 
air, or used in whaterer manner may suit the fancy 
of tlie clamorous throng. This praoiice is here en- 
tirely confined to diiidren, and certainly to all ap- 
pearances v^y unmeaning. There is reason to 
think, however, that it forms the remains of the im- 
portance and solemnity which attended the presen - 
tation of the paschal eggs ; a custom, which, though 
divided into various branches, is of as long a stand- 
ing' as it is at present general through many parts 
(of the European c<mtinent, partkularly in Russia.* 
It might be a di Acnlt matter to explain how this su- 
perstition, which seems now to belong to the Greek 
church, has got footing here ; but this circumstance 
will give rise at least to one interesting reflection ^ 
that CQstoms, to which more credulous or more un- 
enlightened agen have attached a reverential impor* 
tance, may dwindle at last into the trivial sports of 
^Idren, into an insignificance! which mocks their 
•former greatness. 

pentitionf," p. 310, u4 the antiioriUci then referred to, Haklujl 
-Mid CltAe* 
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On May day, a kappy and joyous era, it iii usuajl £;j|ni! ^uy 
IB many plaoee to collect ilowera peonliar to tbe sea- ^l*^ ^^ 
MB, and to owBpaMd tbem in wreatks or droles fir<MB 
aome coitspiciioiia aitnatite ; #r elao to danoe ^^ wi' 
mMtk nd yke'' rouad a pole or buah, doooraied in 
ftainflar nuuiMr. Naither of ttwto gtod oM pr«c- 
taoia, kammer^ is in BMioh repute here, being auper- 
aeded by one wbioh aoems to agrao better with tbe 
genmk inolinatioB oi ike people. Large bnabcs are 
proonnd, and proftitely omainented witb rags, rib- 
bends, and atieamers of all colours j abapee, and 
aiaei. At ahnont every corner in thetowu of Belfast, 
ifeneof dieae is ixed,ainTOttndod srith a.groupof idle, 
nnaehiavona urohuia, wbo attack all paaaengers Mritk 
tbe ntmoat impdrtuatty , for ^* money ioke^ their May 
pole." A rope is aometimea placed across the street, 
with the view of pUigiAg all refractory persons io 
oomply with their demands. This, bowevor, is but 
a corruption of the original custom, and wiU not 
probaUy be of long oontinnance ; resembling, per- 
haps, in^his respect, the fate of many others, which 
-haTe been anticipated with delight, or have>been tl)e 
source of. mnch innocent gratification . 

On May eve, when the sun has gone down, it k 
customary for young damsels to go forth to the 
iidds in a body, when each of them procures a hying 
suail 6r a bunch of yarrow, from either of whi<A it is iu 
their power to discover (by a method which has re- 
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cttved fhe sanction of the moet prudent and know- 
ing matrons) the names of those who are to be ttieir 
partners through this <' breathing world*'* The 
process is simple. A dish or platter, wheUwr of 
earthen ware or wood it matters not, is placed over 
the body of the unintelligent rq^,irtiidihas Creeli^ 
berty to exercise its nimbleness on an aienn of meal 
or saw^dust^the exact dimenrions of theprisonhoiue 
in which it is thus most innocently incarcerated* 
Though the snail be not reckoned the most activo of 
the animal creation, yet neither^is it altogether din-^ 
posed to a state of perfect quiescence^ and as in nil 
its movsmentii it is well known to leaye a duniDg 
^^ pledge behind/' so in its rambles whoiin bonda^ 
during this critical night, the facuktes of thecrea'- 
ture are miraculously enlarged, and it ie found to 
trace ivith singular precision some two or three let- 
ters of the Roman alphabet whidi form die initials 
of the name of some future happy helpmate. If at 
any time, however, a mischieTous or an incredulous 
person should have an opportunity of pointing out 
any superfluity in the inscription (a case not.ab8Q- 
lutely impossible), bis olyectiQii is readily and juat*- 
ly obviated by claiming due allowance for the flou- 
rishes of BO i^xpert and tasteful ^, scribe^ 

Tns yarrow is an equally useful auxiliary on such 
.occasions. It produces dreanis, in which events to 
^ome er^ depicted, and in which the future yoke- 
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fellows of those who try theduum '^ with heart and 
hand/' stalk with a graTO and m^jestae pace befiire 
thefri 



Tbb traditaoM of the iahahitaata of tU 
with respeet at least to those tisMs a»d inoidcBts 
whkh haw marked wi& ao miioii siagidarity the 
page of Ifiah history, are eaoeMCvciy omde «ftd 
Tagae. Their earliest tradiUon, (if snob it can ,b^ 
called) is sn aooount of a deformedaiid dimfaiiitive 
race of beiags, whom they denomiiiate Peehts or 
Pauehtsy and who formerly inhabited caires in the 23S£te 

tlMlrtnia. 

earth. It is naval to hear persons when wanting to ^^'^ 
expvees any thing immeasnraUy old, exdaim, ** as 
farbad(aathetimeof thePedits.'' Itisdifficult 
to account in a satisfisietory manner for this strange 
tradition ; wUcA, if general cmly among the Scotliab 
race, mig^t reasonably be thoofj^t to be derived 
from the kingdom of their ancestors, Peehts being 
the tnie ortbogriiphy £iNr what ia m<wo oommo nly 
written Pictst 

The onlyHraditione whidi remain here concerning Tft^auoM 
the Danes, but whkA exist also in other places, are, ^^^^"^ 
ttiat they brewed beer from heath ; and that red- 
haired men are of Danish extraction. With respeet 
to the former of these, it appears impossible that a 
palatable liquor could have been made from such a 
material alone ; perhaps honey, so well known at 
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ietmt to the ancint Irish, luia svp^i)^ the defi- 
cieiicy . As to the latter, Botfaing is moie commoB 
than to call an able-bodied red faaaiied mao^ ** a 
stoat hardy Dane;^' an observation which is re- 
iisarfcably ooiroborated by ' thfe ftir ooaiplejuoaa and 
light hair aa gm a ar al among the people iti the north* 
em parts of Enrope. The UialntaiitB of this pariah 
mention with the ntmost obsonrity, the era of 
the Danes. It is an epoch lo wfaidi they can fix 
no time, mwdi less attaeh any partionlar event. 
They speak indeed almost indisoriminaiely of the 
time of the Danes, aiid the wars of Ireland ; by the 
latter of which they generally understand the great 
rebellion of 1641. The few inhabitants of the Irish 
race exhibit in their traditions the same perplexity. 
It is two or three generatteins too late to obtain any 
thing carious or precise in Hiis way ; fear though 
their interconrse with the inhabitants of towns may 
have sharpened ttieir facidties, it has perliaps ex- 
tinguished th^ love f<Mr the tales of their foreiathers. 
They have heard indeed of the destructive progress 
of** Phclimy Roe ;'' they have imbibed from tradition 
a tincture of that dislike which provails among their 
sect in Ireland to tlie name of King James ; and, 
above all, they are possessed of a notion that their 
ancestors were driven up to the mountains, to make 
room for more powerful and more fortunate rivals. 
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It is remarkable, howet«r, that all oan tell of Ike TtiAuoiuor 

FinMacCooL 

mighty pra«es« of that redoubted champion Fin 
Mac Cool. Bat if this title be the same wiih the 
celebrated name of Fingal^ they ivoefnlly mistake 
the character, and sadly misrepresent the actions of 
the king of Morren. They oan tell of his vast, 
unwieldy statnre ; and many homely anecdotes of 
his giant strength, or irresistible cunning. Their 
stories are highly absurd ; and^jform a most com* 
plete burlesque on those immortat poems attributed 
to an ancient bard, and in which Fitigal makeis so 
distinguished a figure. 

But if we may put credence in the speculations of ^^* 
a certain enthusiastic advocate* for the authenticity 
of the sublime productions aOuded to, this and some 
of the adjacent parishes must indeed be raised to 
inmiortal cetebrity , as the scene where Fingal fought, 
and of which Ossian has song. In a pamphlet whidi 
has been lately gi^en to the world, entitled Ossiano, 
an attempt is made from Ae coincidence of names 
and places, and from seireral odier ingemous expes- 
dients, to ascertain the battle fields of Fingal in 
Ulster ; Ihence to prore the genuineness of Ossinn's 
poems, as w^ as the parity and faitMuiness of 
their tnmdation. The attempt is a hold one ; and 
though more curious than most subjects which 
admit not of certainty, any inteiiest which it 

• Hugh Campbell, Esq. 
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2&S«p!^ May excite must be doabljr heighteiied, when it ahall 
tottl^M be foiiiid, that, ib the mind of this author, the proofii 
are amply soffident to oonTince all unpcejudiised 
persons that Fing^l and hb warrii»*8 did oome from 
Seotlaad to Ireland to fight and conquer ; that 
here ia the country nthiek iritaeaeed thor achieTe* 
mettts ; mA that the cause of Ossian now stands on 
a more undoubted basis than any former proofs had 
been sufficient to ^oe it. 

To enter deeply into this tortured and endlesa 
controversy would be irreleTant ; but it may not be 
amiss to show, with all possible brcTity, the depen- 
dance which ought to be placed on the marTellous, 
and apparently imposing proofs of this ingenious 
.commentator. As meant to Establish the authen- 
ttdty-of Ihose works ascribed to the great northern 
epic poet, they are as futile and unaTailable as can 
well be imagined ; wUdi may be shown, in many 
cases, not only by oounter arguments of a simflar 
kind, but from the wry words and sentences of the 
poems in question* 

Tna first, and what ought appear pafhaps to a 
superficial fuader the strongest argument, is drawn 
frmn the resemblance between the name of Oilm^ 
money, which bounds the parish oi Bel&st, towards 
the north, and the Carmona of Ossiaii. So great, 
indeed, and so striking is the coinddence, that, ac- 
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odrdiag to the defender of the bard, there is no diffi- ^^^^ 
eally wluUer^ in escertainitig thut they are one and JS^o^.^ 
ittb same pkee: the bare mention of the curonm- S^^^^ 
stance is sufficient. Nothing, however, can possi- 
bly be more deficient in proof; and from the ex« 
ti«me feebleness of this argument, whidi seems to 
be reckoned on as an indisputable foundation, an 
estimate might almost be formed of those w hidli ac- 
company it. 

Ip other evidence were wanting^ it might be 
proved that Carnmoney is rather a modem name ; 
the parish at present so called, having been formerly 
denominated Coole. This however may be passed 
o^ver as immaterial, if it can be shown, beyond a 
doubt, that the Carmona mentioned by Ossian was 
not in Ireland, as the pamphlet would endeavour to 
persuade us, but in Scothnd, or in whatever other 
country acknowledged the matchless Fingal for its 
king. Inthepoemof<<Cathlinof Chitfaa,''thepoet 
speaks of the <' echoing bay of Carmona ;'* bnt there 
are no words whatever, either before or alter, by which 
a reader would be led to imagine, that this said 
** echoing bay" was elsewhere than in Scotland. 
The ground work of the poem is laid there. Fingal, 
and his warriors, while in thefar own kingdom of Mor- 
ven, saw, in the bay of Carmona, the *^ bounding 
ship," which contained Cathlin, who came from a 
E 2 
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distant country requiring aid to avenge kis fstberV 
murder. Oasiaia and Oscar were chosen for ibi9 
expedition ; and it appears from the argument, a» 
well as from the poem itself, that they sailed from 
Carmona's bay. These things must appear as plain 
and decisive to every reader as they have to Mr. 
Maopberson, or some other commentator, who has 
taken care to add in a note the derivation of the 
word Carmona,* and to inform us that it was an 
arm of the sea in the neighbourhood of Selma : Sel- 
ma and Morven are synonymous, and Morven is re- 
presented as the refined kingdom of Fingal in Nortb 
Britain. 

Lest tlus might not be sufficient, another proofs 
equally palpable, shall be brought forward. Fin- 
gal, Ossian and others made an excursion into Ire- 
land, but were speedily recalled, to oppose a Bri- 
tish chief who had invaded the kingdom of Morven 
in their absence* The poemof Lathmon is the sub-- 
ject of this contest, and opens with some impatient 
exclamations of Fingal, at his detention by con- 
trary winds on the Irish eoast. At length however 



• This wBry duhmiJion ako if • ooDoluiive aifmnml againsi tiM 
identity of the two placet, CarmoiM it stttod in Otalan to signiiy 
** tbo huf of tlio darie brown UUi.*' Mr« GuapMI, to malco it boar 
on hit own tyatem, liai taki&n the liberty of dropping the n in Cam- 
money, whicb is a word totally dilftrent from Oirmona, and instead 
of meaning •• the bay of the dark brown hiUa,** is tnnabned by the 
««Caini{ntiheBog.** 
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tlmr saik are tpiead ; and after ruiliing^, as the 
poet expFesaea it, into Carmona'a bay, Osaian aa- 
eendsthe hill ; strikeahia.boaay ahield ; the rock of 
Monren repliea ; and the foe ia troubled in his pre- 
aenee. This union of Garmona and Monren ap- 
peara ao clear, that it ia matter of aatoniahment, 
how the author of diia defence could haye. fallen in- 
to the atrange overaighia te which his hypotheaia in 
4biB caae inevitably leada* 

Tnia pamphlet would alao endeaypur to oonyinoe tim i«edv 
tia that the riyor Lagan ia deaignated by Oaaian ^"^^^ 
under the name of ^* reedy Lego ;*' and as tueh an nme. 
aaaertian relatea directly to the subject in handy it ia 
pri»per to ahow how unwarrantable an aaaumption 
haa btai made also in this instance. Lego ia ne?er 
described or mentioned in these poems aa a river ; 
hut the frequent noticea which are taken of it, and 
the numerous similes or metaphors which it aup- 
plies, inyariably and unquestionably declare it to be 
a lake. It ia expreasly called ^' Lego'a lake/' 
which hat not arisen from any ignorance on the pact 
.of the writer aa to the distinction between the two 
bodies of trater ; for we read repea t e dly of ^^ Lu- 
bar'a stream/* but in no instance of Lego's stream, 
or any other epithet applicable to that river. It is 
not of such size as to bear the leaat resemblance to 
a lake, and in fact the argument in this, as in the 
preceding casei rests on so weak a foundation that 
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it is BurpriaiBg how U oould hate been ftdfwcefl lij 
awrUarof judgmeBtanddkenmiiifttkMi. Opaiaa, m 
one of his deaeripiioM^ apeafca of hego^u ^ aidrfo 
surpe ;" and therefbre, hecanse the JLagaa has • 
dull counefrom Lbbarn to Belfast,it is Ihe '' itaAf 
hego ;" and Lisfaani miiBt be the f^tace whwH* 
Braaao peffformed his eaitUy f Bgriwage. O e^d 
lo§;ic and soond. That the Lagan, honRerrer, appoan 
a sluggibb stream, must, in a great degiee, he nft>- 
tributed to the locks which preserve the lerel, for 
there are dgfaty &et of a CbJI betwesii Liabum Mnd 
BeUast, andit was really one of theargwnenta nsnd 
agaiaat the design of converting this riser Into « 
canal, that Ae banks on each side wme fepqnentiy 
carried away by its riyultfjr. Batasnotttewnterof 
this Tiodication dbsurdly inoonsiatent witli himscify 
when he founds his argument for theseplaoea beingthe 
same, on the presmnptioa of their mntnal smoothness 
and placidity,* and yet in Ae very poems, with 
which doubtless he is well aefwiinted, there are such 
expressions as these : *^ hke the strength 4if the 
waves of Lego ;*' or ** the daik rolling waives of 
Lego.** This, however, is a secondary argument, 
end need not be much insisted on ; for it b as im- 



• Be«Mctiaitliii»Uitepithii«BMB«mdB4;»SB4asii 
pUcid. 

U it «1m, ptrluift, mgtik flMatiMiiag. Aafk in m OMp^tT InlMd pf«. 
vious to the IStb century, to which I have /onncrlj rtfwrad, and 
which tppttn to be the joint pioduction of eome of onr mott letrncd 
taii celcbrjdcd «ntk|uariea, the river Lagan U callad Bomu 
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fpMsUde to meMcile admiwfiMHiii, M to 
alake intoariTor. 



The bdkmnem of <he wkch r iiMitinmg wtetii» to 
Aim part of the anljoo^ WMf abo lie aliowB hj mm- 
iher, na^ P»iu9B isdleed ao iMKqnirocal a gjofliod . 
latbaiahortidlaMon aiykd^^ Tba DeaA of Carttel- 
lin/' Ae poetMlhflia raM Tcdalli, mkom tko ter- 
mer OTerthrew, ^^ chief of Lego ;" mmi r aia to, Aai 
at Ilia death, he waa mourned by '^ Lego'a heroea/' 
bb compaora in anna ; while im &e mgumtat to 
ihip poem we aieinfimMd, Ihat Totkth waa a Ceo- 
sauglrt wairier. It ia lumeaMaMry to aoentiaii the 
\ hatween the two plaoea. 



AoAiH ; GttliiuUin and Torlath engaged to aingle 
eambaiy wliile the aimy of ceiAataod aloof ; iliefar- 
BMT eoaunanding Ua 4)aaDfaiiiane to.eetire te Sfi- 
aaara^aehady aide, within view af the engagoBent, 
aa eppeara by the aequd ; and in the poem of Te- 
aaara, Carril, the bard, who had aooonpanied C«- 
thuUto in Ua expedition, ia repeaaented aaeomag 
trooi tiiia aame daric Slimora with the newa ef (be 
heroes faD ; there ia a note expreaaly added, that it 
waa a hill in Cennanght itear which CvChuffiii waa 
aiaia, and yet the^ battle in whiuh heCiH teek pboe, 
according to the poem^ at l^o. These are plain 
contradictions, and if they were the only argiunenta 
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wAkk oould be brouglitlbrward, might be fendered 
flduoh more ex]^icit and conTinciiig.^ 

That Canrickftrgus was AeTara of tlie ancients 
•IS ^itirely coDjeotnraly and advanced with the most 

dogmatical confidence without; any attempt to be 
-sapported by proof, ortohaye it considered that 

argument was at all necessary for ilie [confirmation 

of such an opinion. 

Thecweiim * The author taJtes the Cdcw hiU to be the ^' nusty 
g^jj^y Cronda'^ of Ossian. As the poems, howeTsr, give 
no reason whatever to beliere that such a ooi^ectare 
is well founded, it was to hare been expeeted that 
we mig^t at least haye been fiiTOured with some Jit- 
' tie illustration of it* We are told that Outhnllin re- 
tired to his oave at Cromla ; and this is perhaps the 
reason why the monntaiii in question, which is well 
known for the excavations in its rodu, has been se- 
lected. If sudi be die cfuie, however, the supposi- 
tion is invalid, as none of the caves here would 
agree in appearance with that ascribed by Ossian to 
CuthuUin^ beside wbich^ W0<ve toM, fell a fiMumng 



* TbeMBOtts ar« ta sq edflks ^i Oni«i't peiou i^ubliibed in Mr. 
MMphenon't life time, Tbej are written oonteqocntly by bimaelf. 
and In proving bim to.b«f« bm a mncb better •* Celtte Antiquary '* 
than the geotleman who bat been lately raiaed to that bigb dignity, 
iwoi an unamwerable and overwhelming proof agalmt the lyttem of 
Ibe laMff'. 
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Wtent. There 18 no water aenr any of those at the 
OaTe hill. It la but ftdr, however, to mentioa, that 
the 4tB0ription of Guthullin's dwelling place would 
suit miidi better a hole in the rock at Woodbum 
waterfalli above Carrickfergus| called 'f Peter ^a 
Cave." TWa place has probably escaped the pry-* 
' ing eye of th»i' Cekio antiquary ;'* but if it shouM 
have been tUe BiNMision house of CuthuUin) the 
^' strong armed son of the s weird" has been con^ 
tented with indifferent aooammodationsy for .he cer-* 
tainly could not repose himsdf, as reported of tiie 
dervis in the Spectator, after the manner of the east^ 
em nations. The conjecture, however, receives a 
strong corroboration from the fact, that close be« 
side it, is another small hole whidb might have 
served in lieu of better, to house the bay cattle and 
the glittering chariot of ^^ the generous son of 



Bcrr to enter on something serious. The author 
of this neat little pamphlet may be assured that the 
people here have derived no trifling amusement from 
his researches. - They stared, and were amazed^ 
(and it was impossible they oould do otherwise) 
when informed by a passing traveller from a dis<* 
tant country the most minute particulars of the his- 
tory and former state of their very fields and gar- 
dens ; when the most glorioua and toucbiBg inci- 
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dfltte of die *' oUen tiine'' ivere broo|^ home to 
tlMfir Tery doors, of lAAeh diey, &e natives— tiieji 
the '* dull weeds/' had remaiaed from age to a|^ in 
ihamefal and total ignoranoe. There v^as some- 
thing ominoiMi and at Ae same time something de~ 
grading in the matter ; hnt when their wonder had 
fSdlen a few degrees, they began to diaoom the 
presence of a number of slips or errors that hnd, 
notwithstanding the caution of the author, made 
good their -entrance into his patriotic doen- 
ment« This was considered somewhat odd, and an 
surprise is fortunately a passion which does not con- 
tinue to act Tery long on the human faculties, its de. 
pajrture was marked by the return of sober, oool 
inquiry, who discovered, in the twinkKng of an eye, 
that the whole system possessed not in itself the 
least soundness or strength. Nothing tended more 
to accelerate this opinion than the account idnch 
was given of the pretty little village of Crumlin, the 
name of which was said to be & derivation from the 
more ancient tide of Gromleagh, an Ossianic appel- 
lation, meaning, according to ttis pamphlet, kifk^ 
hiU, It was, however, well known, and never ei- 
ther questioned or denied, that the word Gnmilitt is 
a corruption of Camlin^ which signifiea the crooked 
or windimg water. Before he ventured on so very 
minute accounts of the topography of our country, 
thin acute antiquary should certainly, as in duty 
bound, have read and studied with peculiar care 
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those three inyaluable volumes which have been 
compiled oa the Statistics of Ireland, in the second 
of which, and in the surrey of the parish in question, 
he will find evidence sufficient to make him retract 
his opinion. It is there shown that Crumlin is de-^ 
rived from Camiin and not from Cromleagh, and no 
one certainly will be disposed to deny that Camlin 
and Cromleagh have as little resemblanoe.to each 
other as could possibly exist between two words 
which begin with the same letter, without taking at 
an into consideration the oontradiotion that one sig- 
nifies a portion of land, and the other, water. 

Another argument is derived from the frequent ^^S^H 
mention wluch is made in Ossian , of four grey stones g^S?^ ^ 
' heiag placed as tombs over the Ulnstrious dead. In- 
numerable, says the author of tiiis pamphlet, are the 
monuments of this kind, which are to be met with 
in travelling among these hills. I have never ob« 
'served, among the mountains in this or the neigh- 
bouring parishes, four grey stones, in any regular 
or uniform position. Exclusively of the cairns, 
lliere may be seen, generally in the roeky districts 
of the mountains, several little heaps of stones ; 
sometimes more than four, as often, perhaps, less, 
but always, if I may trust my own Judgment, con- 
gregated togetiier by some shock of nature. 
F 2 
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Tbovoh it is perliafM digremng too ikr Crom tbt 
ol^oct of the praecttt vroiit, to dwell my longer oa 
thk wbjtciy^^pmaUj as the strongisst proofs agsiost 
it are drawn froai tbe ioternal evidencaof the poeiw 
tiMniaelfWy I eaanat refrain from nakiog a Tery 
few farther obaerTatioii* on the other coincidences 
which has« been adTanced in support of so riCre n 
system. 

Tnsaa eeams 4beB to be moch strees laid on » 
fMissage in the Pourth Book of Fiagal, inaimnch as 
nkehuor , the appearance of a place eallad the Siuidy Braes^ 
beside Connor, agrees with the description giren by 
Ossian of the hill of Afora^ The wiriter of these 
refliarks has never seen either Connor or the Sandy 
Ames, but haTbip referred to an evidence e^oallj 
nndeniable, it has been found that the ^^ Celtic an« 
tiqnary** has inadoertgmtly rais<j(iioted his author, 
and presented us with a sentence on which, to rest 
his argoment) not mnch different in words, but 
widely dissimilar in meanings from that whidi hea 
been foond in four different editiens of Ossjan'e 
poems. In the pamphlet it is thus worded ; '' a# 
tbe wmds of night pour their dark ocean over the 
white sands of Mora," he. This language is figu- 
ratiye ; the words^ ^' their dark ocean,** are heiB 
applied to the air, and nii|^t aflbrd some 4m4ow of 
authority for imagining that the hill of the Sandy 
Braes, whidi has also, it is said, a hoary summit. 
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WM Mrt AmMMi, thU f t)^6M^ Itt tht foUdWinf 
ttftfitter te ttt the editfoM Mrbtch katd «0flM uii<M^ 
fliy otetftftHM, the phrate, ttMHij^ *^itifl lli«tft{)hd« 
Hetl, Ib distinet and 'ebtioni in its M«aii{n^ t ^ M 
Ae trtndft of tdi^ht poiir fke oetan oter thfe wMtil 
/Nmds of Mota,*' fto. fhd po^ iiitke« a dear eom^ 
pariton between tiM wevM of the tea driteA iHth 
. fiolence on tfie wUte candy there of Merti end 
^ like soM of LeehUn*^ adrandng to the itrife. Tht 
hill pitched on, in thh pamphlet, aft the Mor^ of Oi* 
•ian, is many milea from the sea. Besides, there la 
DO eyidence whaterer to show that tlr« sands of Mo* 
ra Were at, or near tho ground where the host of fin^ 
gal wai assembled, which Is repr^ented as In f in- 
land. Oeaian Is gMnf no description of the ^outt<. 
try, hnt ratfier glances at the word to complete his 
•imile ; and it seems that there were other places, as 
wen as that which is mentioned in Fingal, distin- 
gtdshed by the name of Mora^ so that it is doubtful 
to which of them the pdet may have alluded. In the 
poem of ** Oonlath and Cnthona,^' the dwelling of 
the former in Scotland is called Mora. In Berra . 
then, Qssian himself, feelingly and beautifully la- 
menting the decay of his vigour, exclaims, ^' be- 
side the stone of Mora I shall fall asleep ;" plainly 
Intimating a place in his oivn country, which was 
dear and familiar to his mind by important or de- 
lightful associations. These circumstances, how- 
ever, are merely noticed, for it is impossible that a 
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reader could believe that Mora was any where but 
on the sea coast ; and if the words of the poems can 
be altered in the manner which has certainly been 
done in this case^ the controTcrsy may soon be ami- 
cably decided. As it would, howeyer^ be by no 
means proper that this knotty point shonld rest in 
its present obscurity, it surely behoves the^' Celtic 
antiquary" to re-examine the original manuscripts, 
as he is doubtless one of the perpetual trustees to 
whose especial custody the predous deposits are in- 
trusted. 

Tbesix^u*. ^^^ ^^^^^ called the Six-mile-water has also 
^Sr'S^ been discovered to be the Liubar of Ossian. The 
poems do not appear in the least to strengthen sudi 
a supposition ; and in a note to the Fifth Book of 
Temora, there is an ex]^anation of the text which 
makes the river Lubar fall into the sea. The Six- 
mile-water runs into Lough Neagh. In an ex- 
cellent'' Sketch of the Road from Belfast to An- 
trim/* written by a person who seems to be ex- 
tremely well acquainted with the antiquities of the 
country, this stream is called Owen Neview, or the 
river of the woods.* 






The heath of Moilena has likewise been noted as 
a district near Lough Neagh. It is impossible to 

* Sec the Belfast Magazine, ▼. iii. p. 876. 
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reconcile aiicb an account with soine expressions in 
the poems, and parttcularly with that poetical phrase; 
".we rushed into Moilena's bay.'* Moilena is far 
from the ocean. 

Much more to the same effect might be brought 
forward, were it proper to enter into longer trains 
of argument, or to examine the poems and the 
country, with more minuteness. The digression, 
howerer, has ahready been too extended, though 
fully sufficient, it is pesumed, to show how untena- 
We, and how absurd, are the proofs adduced in this 
pamphlet. Instead of confirming the victory of 
" the OssiaLsites,'' they prove, that the cause which 
has recourse to arguments so remote, and, at btet, 
so unsatisfactory, rests on a most wealc and totter* 
ing foundation.* 



• It is mamwj to mention, that these remarks on Ossieno have 
been msde ftom the critique and extracto of the Literary Gasette; 
and if the author of the production have been reprehended with jus- 
tice, certainly the critic, who has chimed m to all his errors, should 
participate in the censure. The Literary Gasette affirms tbst the 
proofs of the pamphleteer go to demonstrate, fthe eridence is mathe- 
matical beyond all question) not the arrival of Fiogal in Ulster, but 
the extent of his progresi, ar well as the reality of bis achlevementi ; 
and that the only difficulty arises from too partial an acquaiotsnce 
mith the country, while the absurdity of some of the arguments in 
Oniano might have been shown without any knowledge whet ever of 

the province of Ulster^ 

Since writing the preceding remsrks, I have seen in different publl- 

catioos, an advertbemeat, puiportiog, that the aotlior of Otsiano hss 
. completed his tour of the Highlands of Scotland, and the North of 

Irehmd ; and that he is about to rspoblish tiie poems- of his favourite 

bard, with geographical notes, illustrative of the scenery, topopnphy, 

and localities of the father of British poelh 

Th^ invaluable present has already been made to the curious public. 
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Taoma it may be InfoniU* te ftcff^ AinfoMi 
fron ny aaalogy eauttiag belwenlki pMBs of <te^ 
■iaii and the •unroioidiaff eoeetrjr, thai this luui 
been the scene of Fingal*s exploits, etiM, it rmmnt 
be questioned, from the situation and appearance of 
these «ioiinteh»9 thai they hare besn pbceeofaio- 
■lept in days of yore. We mey thtreibfe tmly mm^ 
rj the feeliafs of him, who» wfasle retiai^ on theae 
bills, imagines that he tmads HI the footsteps of Cn. 
thttllin, or gaies oa tiioee rocks which haye eeboad 
the warblings of ^^ the aweet aonnding voiee of C#>- 
na/' The ardour of a sanmer^i sun ; the intenaii|r 
of a winter's storm, will produce a world of images. 
Thou^i may range far and Aeely ; may conjure up 
a hero's shade on eyery emineoce, or a bardie 8on|» 
on eyery bresse. We may behold widi admiraliea, 
or with awe, the same scene which thousands itf ouf 
race, in yarioos stages of ciyilization^ hay^ beheld 
with wonder er indifference ; the same TfK^s, and 
dells, and plains, where they haye rioted in sayage 
conyiyiality, or chaced the $erce prey of the moun- 
tain and the forest with fearless courage. If it be 



kit M it Im4 viifortwiMtrly Ml tonmd iM wsf to thla fvti of tk« 
cuMMry wliM chaM ibMis were pot to prats, ewiouty aotft Ant • 
thoit time be rcetraincd. though, no doubt, ftll th« phbj MgimMit* 
«ooialned la OmImm, with |iMii]r olhcn of w^paA <of«ocy, aro agalo 
pffMMitod to tho tfmrld» with •' mw drcHcs wuA doooratioiM f" •!» 
de«p f o yg h, Um aaihor I tuppoet prMsmet, to MtisQr ^^ ortvloft 
of wmk m 4omw —ihing bwt aovieltf, ortho oopadliai of thoM who 
«• «• bo fliiii with p l o ui i h k ■msmii 
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true Aat th« imagination may be enriched by the 
^ntemplation of striking or of memorable objects, 
Aea will this place warm <he fancy and temper the 
entbnaiaam of the poet*a mind. 

Tbme, howeTer, are not thonghts for every day'e 
oo^eideration ; and 4iongfa it would be curious te 
speculate upon each topics^ the distant murmur of 
iHNaDe water-whed or beetling engine might inter- 
rapt the romantic reverie. Nor would an acquaint- 
anee with the people tend torevive it^ They are al- 
together a new stock ; they know nothing of the for- 
mer state or history of those whom their forefathers 
4if9oesessed. Some of the old and more inquisitive 
Mry be able to point out the haunts of the robbers 
of htmer times ; and particularly» the dens of thai 
mos4 edebrated of i^.tlie Irish rapparees, Redmond 
O'Hanlon.. Sui those legends and traditions whidi 
the tnin Irish so fondly cherish ; whidi enthusiasm 
1m6 eontinned. to pr«ii«rm» amidst the impetuous ex- 
tanainatioM of war, or the more silent ravages of 
eUivion; which soma can still dditer in regular 
namben, and with all the wildness of untaught ora- 
tors, are here totally unknowBy their place being sup- 
ped by more important tboui^tsy and more momen- 
tous avocations* 
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Antiquities. 

This parish contains none of those magnificent 
remains of antiquity, to which the dirersified soene- 
ry of Ireland is so greatly indebted for its beauty ; 
and which hare so much contributed to strengthen 
the opinion, generally receired, of its former cele- 
brity. But though these may be wanting, there 
still exist ample materials for curious and original 
discussion ; equally illustratiTc of the early state of 
this island, and not less replete with interesting and 
yaluable reflections. 

cavai. The caves with which the county of Antrim 

abounds, and of which there are several in this parish^ 
become properly the first objects of investigation, as 
they are perhaps of more early origin than any other 
wories which our rude ancestors have left. The most 
ancient are formed in the earth, and these, it is rea- 
sonable to suppose, are of greater antiquity than the 
more celebrated caverns which have been hewn out 
of the rocks of the Cave hill, and some other basalfic 
mountains in this county. Of the former descripr 
tion there are several here, but none of th^n in a 
perfect state. There is one on Wolf hill, about ttiree 
miles west of Belfast, and which is not conuected 
with any other artificial work. It was accidentally 
discovered more than thirty years ago, and was then 
so deep that a man could stand upright in it. In 
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cohseqiibbc'e, of Ihe quantiiieib ofb&rthdnrl Atones 
iliH>#b U at the diflfbtebl dj^ttinj^s ivhicll M\6 
Bbfen Uiade, iik dej[iih haii been dimiuiih^d tb Utile 
nl6i*e thin two fcet. The brtodtli o^ this cave, froni 
the oppo^itiei aided, id abbnt a yatd, ahd liA extent 
miiBl fi^^e b'e^ Tet*y bondid^able, as theire air6 tioW 
f6Urd]^ui^^ tbetWo inbdt distant of which ajnft 
itpwards of thirty felet asunder. It dppetEit^ to haTld 
beefa cohstriicied b^ dig^fpihj^ a deep trend in the 
ehJrth, the sidei df whidi hate beei^ h^Hf btiilt u^ 
tlith atonies, and thbn dofered with large llai fldg:s; 
idnA drb stOl dfaly a fe# inches distant frdih the 
Aiirface of the grbiliid. There is ahbUier caye, bf H 
similar kind, bitiiated on fet bill in the neigfabdunn^ 
towtiland of Ballymacgarrjr. There iVas an en- 
trance from the top, one of the flat slbhes iVhidi 
fbrmed its roof lidTing been renioved. Tliis, ho\V- 
evel*, was agaih replaced, and the only spot Which 
remains for the admission of Ihe inquisitive ad Yen- 
tiireir is wet and incohvenient. tt has been 
frequeiitty explbred, dnd there is an eiaggbrat- 
ed account, that no person has yet penetrated t6 
its termination. The depth of thid caVe is rather 
greater than that on Wolf hill, its sides are as 
smbotfily built, and th6 covbrin^ equally flat And 
Hiassite. Bbiii «>f them are considerably Muti- 
lated, add there may be iseeh, in diflFereUt parts- 
of the parbh, several others in a less perfect condi- 
o S 
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tion, and which will soon, it is probable, be utterly 
defaced. There is one, however, more complete and 
extensive than either of those which have been men- 
tioned, situated at Hannahstown, in a field adjoin- 
ing the chapel. It was searched for concealed pikes 
at the time of the last rebellion, and afterwards, by 
order of the magistrate who attended, carefully 
closed. Since that period, some of the upper stones 
have, on several occasions, been removed to gratify 
the curious, but the place is now again entirely shut, 
and when last I saw it, was covered with a crop of 
luxuriant corn. From the accounts of the country 
people, it has several branches or apartments ; and 
the construction is exactly the same with those al-- 
ready described. Small caves are generally found 
in those circular enclosures, called Danish forts ; 
but it is remarkable, that none of the three which 
have been noticed are in connection with any other 
artificial remains. In the numerous forts, which 
the parish contains, there are many cavities, 
or rather funnels, of a smaller sise than the preced- 
ing, but bearing a close resemblance to th^m in 
every other respect. 

curioMoivM In that mountain called the Cave hill there are 

intb«CRV« 

^^ three caverns, much larger than those just mentioned, 

and different from them in several other particulars. 
They are all hollowed out of an' immense basaltic 
cliff, being entirely^ or at least very nearly, the work 
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of art. There may have been at first small excaya- 
(ions^ but the mark of the chissel, especially in the 
second, is plainly discernible. That which is first, 
or lowest in the rock, is eighteen feet in breadth, 
from the entrance to the opposite side ; twenty-one 
feet in length, and varying in height, firom seven 
feet to eleven. The second cave is situated a few 
yards higher in the same cliff, and is of a smaller size, 
being almost nine feet in length, seven in breadth, and 
scarcely six in height, Farther up the rock again, 
is the third cave, which iq much more capacious and 
curious. Its situation, from the perpendicularity 
of the ascent, and the deficiency of natural supports 
to assist in the attempt, would deter most persons 
from undertaking a journey which is truly peri- 
lous. From the concurring testimony of dif^ 
ferent adventurous individuals by whom it has been 
reached and examined, it is said to consist of two 
apartments. Of these, the outer is nearly of the 
same dimensions with the first cave. From this 
toom there branches a narrow passage to the left, 
terminating in a steep, abrupt descent of two or 
three yards, and leading to a second chamber, 
is of still greater extent, and more smoothly 
cut than any of the others. It is almost thirty feet 
long, sixteen broad, and more than seven high. At 
Its extremity is a large chink or outlet, scarcely 
suflBident for the admittance of the human body. 
This opening shews that the cave does not pene-r 
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tra^ far intfi thp Pfp\^ aud |t ijuj ^ftTc i^vfd ^^ipr 
fpf- ^ pwrp9f e of lining ii| ^i P^ 9" ft ^9^fi 

ibm Hf^ origqif^l fvi^ano^. 

Jbs sides qf the first caye &^ t<defalii\]r, ei^^Q4}|^ 
hut the top }fl ^ixfW^eXj rough an4 4»»J<»tttC!d> ^^^^ 
composed qf ^uy «^\^W PWeCtt<«Pi f9W?*9* 
iiei|€!mb^\P9 large miLsi^fa of cryatallis^ ^^l)q^pfg|^ 
Its eutranop ^9 extremely largq and ui^h^peiiiy hf^VST 
in on^ plac^ sey^ f^t across, and pr/^^ti[i}g &qni {^ 
short distaoiCf ^ glftoi^y, pr ^xen a ter^^hle sy^PfW^ 
ance. The secoqc^ ^a^ye i^ mpre smooth ^u^ ^0^-. 
Uv, paving a small grassy plat(o^ in froqt ; ai^ 
close beside it ifl. i^nother e^paFatioii in ^^ rppk^ 
nio^ feet long, and abo\^t fo^^ hroad* X!^? i^tiq^ty 
^ these oaTerns mv\^if be yef y gres^l^, fifiA after tfiQ 
mpf t diligent iaqwy it h^s be^ p iinftPfsi^He to dis^ 
ooTer any tr«^ditioi| of thp residept^, or m^qrf of 
sueh ourious habitations. Sqiqp fe^ ^sonbjp thegii 
\0i the Danes ; but if qi|pHtio«e^ ft^rU^^ it ^ l>^. 
found that this is conjeeture, and not tradiUfln* £x-? 
cept the third, they could not havp affordp^ auj se- 
pure concealment. The first ia low in s^tu^tipn^ and 
is visible almost at the diatanoe ojT twp miles. If pi$ 
is there at present any traditional eyidencfi to fM)p-7 
port the assertion, that Cu(huUin once resided in 
these caves, this being, indeed, a species of prpctfi 
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¥^41 haw hsevL dug in tbe ecgrlb^ ¥a«MB anpiKiiir 
tiqpil ^v^ 1>)^q m949. It is mil known Oini tbe 
%x^f$n( (^(^rmmp, AritaAi^, und Irish. n^od nhal 
UUffhtpFOROrlj he trapfl^t^ ^»# lo^/a^jdif , mhI 
^I4«h W^ cofliioorty suppp^^ *o hayp hee^ W ^ifl"? 
^ ^W p«opf^?iit rofidmce- 9ir 4<iinfift Wnfll 
and Molyneax <q>p(vs9 fte^ <>.Iliak9lli 1i»t fh^ 9»fC)| Of 
Taults in forts could erer have served for dwelling^s^ 
h«>fmv of theif fixtrem^ nafrow»es«i |tn4 ^f wpnt 
of ^nj pCMMge for light Off spx^lj^^i but rAthar for 
stp.i;(D«hQU99fi ft? pbP^ ftf tempqTftrjr p^ncefdm^t. 
This ft^ec^mit is T^tj rational, thopgh ^erif^are cer-; 
taialj many df»n« forineA in ^h^ ^^ ia diftereot 
parte qf Indand^ ^hich> froo^ ^^ sisf^and several 
other satiafectory proofs, h^^o undo^btedlJ h^^^ in- 
habited, flxoopt ihos^in the CayebiU, there are 
pone here capable at present of affording any of tbe 
copvenienciea ^hiiA woul4 be required in such 
cases. It is most probably? indeed, tbftt the apoient 
Irish liTcd only in th^ larger pares ; and i^ose in 
this parish, from their nx^t Mruoture, an^ cotmn^and- 
ing situations, seem riither \^ har^ l>een used as 
places of Mncea1mei)t or a^bv^ade; Tbat on 
Wolf hill b compJetel^ ad^pt?^ % ^^^ ^ purpose^ 
and a view of the surrennding <:ouptry uiig)it be ob- 
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tained from it by a person entirely hidden from ob- 
serration. But they may also have been applied, 
on diflferent oecasions, to Tarious uses. One which 
was discovered some years ago in this parish^ but 
which is now destroyed, contained a number of 
bones resembling those of sheep. It has likewise 
been conjectured, and probably with truth, that 
they have in later times been chiefly service- 
able for securing from plunder the corn and other 
provisions of the poorer Irish during the wars 
which so long a^tated tins kingdom. 

Foru. Thb low forts, generally said to have been oon« 

structed by the Danes, or considered at least as mili- 
tary antiquities, are found in extl^ordinary numbers 
in this parish. They are most frequently situated 
between the town of Bdfast and the mountains, and 
are particularly numerous at ihe foot of Squire's 
kill. In general, they are low and circular, dther 
surrounded with trenches, or retaining marks of 
liaving been formerly possessed of such defences, 
wliich remain in some cases so complete as to be yet 
filled with water. With the exception of Mac Art*s 
Port, there are none here remarkable for their siie. 
They are not more than from five to twelve feet in 
heiglit, and always lower towards the centre than at 
the outer side. Their number, in particular places, 
the caves or holes which many of them contain, and 
the fine views which they universally command, are 
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probablj aD, as to their external appearance, which 
will now attract the attention of the curious ob- 
serTcr. 

Thb celebrated Mae Art's Fort, on the Care hill, u^t Art** 
is the largest and best known in this parish. There 
is, howeirer, neither record or tradition to in- 
form us when or by whom it was made. Many 
chieftains of the name of Mac Art, bdonging to the 
0*Neil family, who so long possessed this country, 
are mentioned in Irish history, so that it has proba- 
bly been constructed by one of these for protection 
and defence. This fort is partly natural, and partly 
artificial, a high and perpendicular basaltic rock 
composing one of its sides, the other being formed 
in the same manner as those at the foot of the moun- 
tains, but with the ditch and trench of vastly greater 
depth. The summit is neither smooth nor circular. 
The edges, particularly next the rock, are broken 
and uneven ; but the whole circumference, as well 
as it can be calculated, is about two hundred yards.* 



^ Vmr ih% centra it a laige bole of a dwj gntTelly »oil, called the 
Oient*t Punch Bowl, a very iocongruoos name. The punch bowl, 
hovrofcr, baa lately receifed a vatt addition to its dimendong, owing 
to the havoc of a certain adventurer, assisted by a number of persons 
unknown, who beard, or dreamed, or fancied that they were destined 
to be the diicoveren of hidden treasure. Thii was the greatest of se- 
veral attempts that had been made in the same place, and for the 
■■me purpose. For one whole dsy spsdes, mattocks, and shovels 
were in requisition ; the labour was vast ; the hopes were great ; now 
elevated ; now depressed. The rocks re.echoed to the lusty stroke ; 
the ^irit of CuthuUin stood aghast ; the *• misty Cromla" had never 
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Ibr many milu arbund^ and il& foitftiMioil faAs Un- 
doubtedly cost vast labour. The passag^e le^cHiii 
the ditch is still of great height and solidity, and has 
been niadb by laying jpart b^ the groiittd rediAlbtbg 
%lti&h the fo6ft'e ^as dug. A^ k pkce df ftA^drlt^ U 
must have beeii 6( great importance*, abd thb bidb 
Vrhicb is fbhbed of rocks would^ in iearly limed; ereii 
if Weakly d^ended, have be&a totally iibpregqi^Ue. 
The situation id not tebd plctiirb8i[Ue than bo|d 4iid 
commAndiii^ ; nor oould th^ inOat watchful ^nemy 
d^roach, either by sea or land, without attractiDS 
observation from itd stern and towering sunlnlit. 

Foit wmiaia. There is one fort in this parish of a yerf, different 
n^ure from all the rest, both in point of fthape and 
dajbe. It is aboiit sixty feet squaire, and furbishetl 
not only with a dcfej^ ditch, but with bastions or iahk- 
ers at the comers. It is situated near the sh'oire, 
dnemib and a half fhnxi Belfast, and, according to 
tradition, ^as an iiitt^liicbment throwb up by King 
William in his progress through this kingdom. 
Close beside this fort is anoihisr of this more a)icie&t 
k^ind, with a cavfe ib the centre; which has heyer been 
explored^ being generally filled with water. 

seen ^uch 'doings ; anci tbe news tboik tpreid *' bver L'eitA*« rataiUji^ 
heaik.*' li was the effort of a d>jr, lind nothing, tnore ; •' ^lootn^ 
i^iid tad** returned the hero of ihe piece, and bis. coadjutori (bilo^^^, 
•• humming surly songs.** 
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: The uniVeraal tradition which attributeii these okMn.^ot 
forts to the Ifeanes^ is probably, in part at least, oor* 
rect. We hnow^ however, firom the researches of 
antiquaries, that they Were also made by the Irish, 
both before and after the arrital of these inraders* 
From Yarious circumstances, there is reason to think 
that the smaller forts wei^e not used either by Iririi 
or Danes as stations of defence. Their ^tnation, in 
general, could not ha^e been Tcry faTourable for such 
a purpose ; nor could they from thdr lowneas and 
small size hare either opposed, for any length of 
time, the progress of assailants, or aocommodated a 
sufllcient number of men to repel thcdr attacks. It 
would have been by no means judidous for the car- 
rying on of a defensive war to hate rdied on fortifica- 
tions, too numerous and inconsiderable^ to offer any 
el^tual resistance. It is a common observation, 
that from one, another may be seen, a drcumstanee 
which certainly indicates, that their use has been 
rather for peace than war. The earth of which they 
are composed is always i^xtremely black and rich ; 
domestic utensils are occasionally found at theni^ 
which prove, at least, that they have not been tem« 
.porary habitations. Besides, in times when peace 
and safety were best to be procured by strong^, it is 
natural to think that forts or elevations of this kind 
would present the mfki simple and mosf commodi- 
ous places of security. A petty chief might collect 

h2 
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at night his dependatitd and cattle into one of 
these, alidy protected by a* pattiirade o*f iricker 
work, Md by the Vicinitf bf mahy^dghboiirB sldd- 
krly sitbated/Aight rc^t in ' ffe^om HtMi 'any 
g^Wt or ianfnedlat^^'^dlitigei^.* ^Hito opinibn ft 
hoi lie^, btfTwM p^rhapa bfe found Vkiore genemUy 
ikiM^cioty than any whidi'hto yet been offered'. 
The' Tarioiis kiaieb of these forts too' might he 'air- 
coAht^ for by* supposing them id have Hbeen puis- 
Messed bf (t^i^s of' different degrees of power: and 
ittthdHty'. 'Though it' may appear tfaen^that most of 
fliem have bden origtnaVy made for habitations^ it 
by no Aiedtas'A»llow9tfaatthe larger raths havenot 
often' of Initirely" served as milttai^ stations.' ' 

Detached pieoes of antiquity, belonging properly 
to the'fembte and barba^otfi periods of IvisbUat- 
t0ry,'arettfao found here in great numbers.^ The 
iho^t ooibmon/and prdbably thb' ihostancienti are 



* Then am oflmi Ibond brmncbes of lr«M in th« ditches of tattM, 
which ,{s ^ strong coj^otMrstion of the opinion above expressed. 

A new conjecture, however, has lately been made as .to their luia, 
wh|cl| certainly seems vei^ improvable. In |hat excellent ^cp^ni 
of Glenavy> &c. !n the Second Volume of Mason's StaUstical Ssrvey 
of IrvlaufC It >9 W<1 tbst >hese fprto wfre similar to ou^ pf eaeot cha. 
pels of ease, for the oonTcnience of those who were distant from tlie 
grsai templM* Nothing su^y c«uld be ipo(je.irildiy Jiypothittifiiil 
than this. It is altogether impoesibte tbst they could have been m- 
(endfafor>elifiou9.parpoaes»thci|r number b te am^ngly gicaC 
It is usual te hear persons observe that not a farm is without one ; 
aad I hsTt aeeh in 'this parish two in a single ield of no gtfMtaiM. 
If such a supposition could be established* it woo)d form a weighty 
argument in fhvour of Mr. 0*IIaUoran*i'opinion, that fhia isjaad 
w«^« caUtfd Inaala Sanctonu^ before the inttoduction of CbriMiaitfty. 
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atoj^e ^]fQW-li«iadQ». Tbat these wiece used in ^var, 
tl^ir ftpp^arwcef their, number^ qjid tbe.prMice of 
the Ameriicafi ^y ftgea »t this, day, would aee^^ in- 
diaputaUy to prove. It would be difficultybawever, 
to couvince many persons of this .truth. They are 
sharp at the point, and though rough, or even some- 
what indented at the. edgjo?, wpi^I^ frojia. .th.eir 
weight, if s^ntwjth velocity, inflict. a daogierous 
WOtti^d^, Xh?y »re of .4ifffre^t ^iHQs* commanly 
^<^Ujt 1^ ipc^. in Jkngth^ soiD^imeQ twp ;. wblb 
qther^ ag^.^%ir^ so ei^trfi^ly mnpU mA thip» thpugll 
^till well prQpprtioned, thc^t th^ CQuld bare little 
igfluepce oQ the hiunM.body, and may perhaps have 
been uae^ for tbe M^atruptipu. pf birds, or other 
sqiall. animals. .. Mi^n.y ^of tliese weapons are consi. 
4.er^bly polished^ .and wheji in a perfect state, have 
aliKayi^ It part, ff the flint projecting by which ^hey 
might be attqtdied. to. ^e .arrows.. There are some, 
however,, occaaymally procured of a very difierent 
kind, exactly resembling a. lozenge in shape, though 
ia othcar respects, aioular to the former, and possess* 
tng as many varieties of size. 



Hatchets .of stone are also found in. thi3 parish, but stoM 
^e nof so. numerous as the former. .They. are some^ 
times made of wliitc fliot, but more frequently of a 
black close grained stone, whidi is often so smooth 
.as to render it probable that the instruments have 
.been formed, or at least finished, by friction . They 
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are often mistaken for weayers* rub-stones, a pur- 
pose indeed to which they are in many ca^es ap- 
plied ; but from their shape, and the sharpness vdiich 
they still retain, have undoubtedly been used as 
offensive weapons. 

lodu. The brazen celts, which have occasioned so much 
disputation, are probably of a less ancient date. 
The instruments to which this name is sometimes re- 
stricted, are much longer than modem hatchets, in 
proportion to their breadth, and are without any hole 
by which they might be affixed to a shaft or handle. 
There is a sort of groove at the top, on each of the 
flat sides, by which it is rendered doubtful in what 
manner they have been used, whether for thrusting 
lil^e a sword, or striking as an B.%e. These celts 
vary greatly in their form and appearance, many 
being flat, and having no grooves on their sides. 
There are also other warlike weapons very diflfe-^ 
rent in shape, but made of the same metal. The 
most common bear a considerable resembhnce to 
hatchets, but are of greater breadth, and furnished 
with sockets so deep and large, as to make the in- 
struments almost entirely hollow. There is like- 
wise a kind of hook or ring attached to them, whid^ 
it has been conjectured, was intended for stringing 
a number together ; or more probably, to hold a 
thong, for the purpose of drawing back the weapon 
yfhen engaged with an enemy in close combat. 
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The common oelts, are most ifrequently discover- 
ed in this parish. The substance of Mrhich they 
are composed is extremely hurd, and, except steel , 
takes perhaps an edge of greater keenness than 
any metal of modem times. 

IxLwill next be necessary to notice the Danes' DuM'tpipM. 
pipes, which are found here in -amaaEing nambers, 
generally in the ditches of old forts. They are made 
of day, and are not so long as those used at pre- 
sent. The bowl or cup, however, is considerably 
larger, and grows gradually smaller from the middle 
towards the two ends. If these pipes were intended 
fi»* smoking, thdr astonishing number would cer- 
tainly seem to imply an oyer whelming swarm of in^ 
yaders, or that the practice was common among the 
whole inhabitants of the country.* 

QuBftN stones also are sometimes dug up in this 
parish. They haye an exact resemblance to the 
shape of a common grinding stone, for which they 



* If Umm pipes beloogod to the Danes, as their name would ap« 
pear to prove, it is aoetber proof of the universalitj and antiquity of 
tiiat oiost absurd of all pracUees, smoking. If thb be the ease, it be- 
comes a matter worthj of the inquiry of the antiquaty, what root or 
berb was used for the purpose. Though they come under the deno- 
mination of etttUes, and from their shortness are rather inconvenient, 
they have been repeatedly tried, and have been found, to use a tech. 
nical term, to draw to admiration. From the shape of the bowl tliia 
might be expected ; but it is certainly a curioUfe subject of specula- 
tion, lo see a civilised man of the present age, using for tlie same 
purpose, the very instrument which bad graced the mouth of a sa^ 
vage a thousand years before. . 
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afQ,ofleii.8ubBtttiitc4; aqtdUJiaB been.aacertained, 
that tbey baye j^een iis^d Xqx the hral^iig..of com 
before the invention of more expeditious mills. 

There was formerly a cairn on the top of each of 
the high mountains in thb parbh. They do not ap- 
pear lA general to haye Jbeen large originally, and 
^present «^ much disfigured, tbeout^ atonesheipg 
reoMired for building ditches. There is a monumeiit 
of this kind on the Cave Mil,, one oa Squire's hill, 
another, jon Colin -ward, and &. fourth, on die Black 
mountain^ called the . Giant's . GraTe« . This lat- 
ter ia nearly desti^oyed ; but, according to the testi*^ 
mony of aey^ral persona, the plaoereseiphled a large 
grare, with a heldstone^ whieh is stHl to be seen, 
marked with several strokes, both perpendieular and 
horizontal. But the largest caini which the 
parish contains, is near its western extremity, on a 
hill beyond Devia. It is catted Cam Sean Buidhe, 
or the Cairn of YeBow John, and is probably the 
rude mausoleum of some unremembered chieftain, 
who has been great and mighty in his day. 

AntiquKj MucH lias becu written to show the antiquity and 

and UMo, Ac * 

ofcainM. useB of these cairns, as well as tlieir agreement 
with similar memorials among all the ancient nations 
of the world. There is not a doubt of their having 
been used, at lea»t on many occasions, as cemetriea 
for the dead. The most direct and unanswerable 
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proof in support of this ia deriyed from the fact^ that 
ihey often contaiii human bones, and dther emblemi^ 
of mortality. This, howler, does not'prover that 
their uses may not have been yarious, or that heaps 
of stones were not raised in rude ages for purposes 
altdgether diffehsnt; The VoLim on the' Ckre hill, 
for instance/ ts ascribed by tradition to hate been 
erected for tliecomm^norotion of a battle which was 
fought at the jflace^Uefe it stands. Just 'on the 
bor^rs'of this paffsh, but rather in Templbpatridc!^ 
are th^ remains of a Tery considerable mdnudient of 
this Und called Cat Cairn, or The Heap' of Battleu 
It^ is^ndt -situated ^jmr an yminence^ like the 'others 
Pibith liaTd been motioned, but in a IcTel plaih be- 
tVraeit th^ Glen hill anthanotbiir low mountatnioi tUe 
p&r&h ofTenitpIepatriek. The place isr wdl chodsm 
for a field of battle. The two parties might have en;- 
camped on opposite heights, and descended into the 
small plain, which is large enough for a few hundred 
men- to engage. The stones may have been after « 
wnrds heilped up, ndt only id serve as a tomb for the 
sTsin,"btti'a6ttteemoriiLl dT'the conflict. There is 
a beco^d 'caSrn adjoiniiig this, but of a mudi smal- 
ler '6ixe,'ala[d' probably covering either some warrior 
whose 'aclnev^ttlent& merited particular honour, or 
ehe^ been raised over th^ remains otf that' party whidi 
conqtiered or which was Vanquishled in the* obnflS6t. 
There is no tradition to infbrm us wheii this battle 
was fought, biit'it has certainly been at some vtey 
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remote period. The g^reater part of the stones haye 
been removed for enelosures, but the groaiid aroand 
it is yet unbroken by the hosbandman. 

Thbre are many arguments brought forward^ 
particularly by Mr. Harris, to show that cairns 
haye been raised for the establishment of co- 
yenants, federal sanctions, and seyeral other ciyil 
and religious purposes. His proofs are certainly 
both striking and cogent ; and though cairns hare 
undoubtedly been in many, perhaps in most cases, 
rude sepulchres, they may often have heeai conse- 
crated also by religious rites, and from the situations 
in whidi they are generally erected, must have kept 
the importance, as well as the greatness of the eyents 
which produced them, in strong and perpetual re* 
membranoe. 

Of ecclesiastical antiquities this parish is at pre<^ 
sent remarkably barren. It was not, however, al«^ 
-ways in such a state, though it never omtained any 
abbey or monastery. The principal religious edi- 
fice that belonged to this place, but of which not a 
vestige has existed within the memory of any per* 
son living, was the Church at Shaukill, about a mile 
north west from Belfast. It was formerly called the 
Church of St. Patrick, at the White Fard^ and from 
this name is supposed to have been founded by our 
tutdar apostle. It was also denominated Shankill 
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or'theOld CTliurch, todUtin^sh it fromjdtbers in 
ibe neighbourhood. Prerious to the Reformation 
it had been attadied to the Priory of Down ; and af-- 
Ur that oYent to the Deanery of Clandermont.* 
The only relie which now remains of its exietenee 
18 a weighty stone snnk in the earth of the grave- 
yard, out of which is cut a large circular cavity. 
This is said by tradition to have beai the font ; and 
as it is generally fiUed with water, the poww of 
healing trifling diseases is superstitionsly attrt- 
bated to it by some old people, f 



^ TIm tniboritj for these oirioiM partkalan ie s Terrier or Ledfer 
Book» ia manuBcript, of the Biehopric of Down and Connor, written 
•boat Ae yter 1604, shewing the state of the diocese at that period. 
The words are «« Ecclesia de St. Patricii d§ vado a(&o— the Prior of 
Downe hath it— six alterages—and the Church is called Shankill— 
The Vioar pajt in Floss. lOsh, in Kefecna. lOsh. Synods. 9 sb.'* 

The aboVe appellation of the ** white ford*' is partly explained 
by the circumstance, that a small streem runs beside the place where 
the church formerly stood. There is now a bridge over this river, 
which, whan a ford, either flowed near a white limestone bottom, or 
it has received the title from some other of those trifling but now for- 
gotten causes from which the names of places generally originate. 

f From iu situation this ancient relic may very soon be covered 
with earth, and probably to the present age altogether lost, so that It 
might be well worth the attention of the curioua to have it raised up 
and preserved. I have been informed by a suunch Catholic, that such 
•a attempt waa made a great many years ago by some of his Pro^ 
testsnt brethren, but that, though no visible power prevented them, 
and though the stone appeared to be neither very laige nor very 
heavy, they were obliged, in a short time, to desist and fly, from the 
vnceremonious interference of agents, similar to that which proslnt* 
cd the dwarf of song when trying to undo the clasps of Michael 8colt*8 
Book. 

Though it is mentioned above that no part of the church remaioa, 
an enormous foundation stone was discovered last year in making a 
g^vo. It was of a^ great Sfliae that it required to be blasted with 
gunpowder. 

I 2 
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The ancient burying' place called Friar*8 Bush, 
about a mile south from Belfast, was also the sileof 
a religious house, which has been long destroy* 
cd. In Oough*8 Camden we are told, that St. 
Darerca, a sister of St. Patrick, was abbess of a 
nunn^y in Linn, a spacious plain near Carrickfer- 
gas, pleasantly seated on the river Lagan. This 
description certainly appMes much better to Friar's 
Bush than to the place to which it has been some- 
times referred, which is near Larne, and very far 
distant from the Lagan. There was afterwards, 
howeyer, a Chapel of Ease here, attached to Shankill, 
oo^dh and called Capella de Kilpatrick, or the Chapel of 
Patrick^s Church. It is thus adverted to in the 
Terrier : ^' Capella de Kilpatrick ; above ^M oses 
Hiirs house, at Strondmillers (Straudmilla) — it 
pays not — Shankill pays for it/* &c. 

This Terrier throws very considerable light on 
the early ecclesiastical state of the parish of Belfast, 
and shows the importance of Shankill Church by the 
comparatively lengthened notice which is taken of 
it, particularly by the word " alterages," which oc- 
curs in no other part of the manuscript whatever. 
All the other terms in the preceding note, relative to 
Shankill, are well understood ; but alterages ap- 
pears to be of more difficult explanation. It strictly 
means, altars erected within parochial churches for 
the purpose of singing of mass for deceased friends. 
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Bill ki ibis caae, there are some grounds for sup- 
pcNnng that the altars, or aherages, were not within 
the parish church, but rather at coavMiient dis^ 
tances from it ; for it appears, that besides Shan- 
kill and Kilpatrick, there were at least three other 
religious houses in the parish of Belfast, and proba- 
bly some more which cannot now be discorered, so 
that the term in question had yery possibly some al- 
lusion to these places. It is proper to mention, 
&rther, that the word has either had different 
significations, or has not yet been satisfactorily 
explained. In a parliament held at Drogheda, 
in the reign of Edward IV. the Earls of Desmond 
and Kildare were attainted of high treason, and 
one of tiie chief crimes with which they were charged 
was fostering and alt&rage with the Kiog*B Irish 
enemies. In Baron Finglass's Breriate, also, there 
is an account of a law, by which it is made criminal 
for any Irisbm&Q to compel an CSnglishmaii to go to 
his alteroffe. 

Of these religious establishments, lnowever, there 
is only one noticed in the Terrier in the following 
terms : '* Capella de Crookmuck — ^the Abbots of 
Bangor — Shankill is the vicar and pays for it.^* 
In an Ancient Map of the County of Antrim, it 
is called Croach Moch, and placed in Malone, 
near New Forge. It is entirely impossible, how- 
ever, at present to discover (he site of this build- 
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iag : but fiN» ti^ai distrirt betwees the town of 
BdfMt and Ae Iiasan iiTer hamg catted Gpo- 
madE, it haa been auppoeed that the navies have aome 
oonaectioii. 

Op the other rdtgious edifioee whioh fermeily be* 
kmged to tUs pariah, the '^priacipal was aitoated 
about twoadfleafrmnBel&at, near the preaeatFdli 
road. It i« aaid to have beea called Onmog, wfaidi 
aigiiifiea the y<nmg flamMim. There ta acaroely a 
veatage of the baildiB; ia exiatence ; but tbere la a 
Tory aacieiit burying ground at the place, which 
ia now known by the name of Callender^a Fort. 
At the extreouty of the pariah below Suffolk 
Houae waa anolher of theae amall churdiea* It 
iuiwee,fte. w.aa denominated KUwee or the cimreh 4$t tie 
bmying place. There ia nottiing whatever kaowa 
of ita former atate, except aoaie tradittona, thai 
atones with croaaes^ and other aoalptured marka^ 
were raised at the apot ; and that the place waa 
formerly the principal receptacle for the Roman 
Cafholiea of the aciyoining mountaiaa to bury 
their dead. It ahows, however,' the fleeting na- 
ture of aome traditions, that though there have 
been undoubtedly houses of wor^ip at both theae 
places, and that though it is probably not more tlian 
aeventy or eighty years sinoe they were used aa 
grave-yarda, their existence is utterly iuiknown,«X'% 
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oB|iito Aewery old inhahitaJito wAoimm Ihrfldiwn. 
tl^ jmfuMsy ai the exaei «pot. 



TnMnBH Am pemkat 
or any other ciTU or military xemaiM of astiqiBtyy 
of much importance, there is reason to think that 
thcniPveDe formorfy at least fi^e fa rt i&m t in w i here, 
aH however ineonsiderabfe, exoqpt theastle ef Bci^ 
fcst. Of this boO^ikgy and fluit ef which the fn- 
seniebafel of ease oeeupies the site, aH the JniMr'- 
matioa which it has been foaeible to eoHect has al- 
veady been gxrea. The veact most eoneidaraiiie was 
pnibably Green Castle^ situated more iban two 
■uies from Bel&st, on thai beautiftd bask formerly 
deseribed, which extends along the shore. The 
eidy fragflsent of this castle is a pieoe of Aide wall, 
orergrown with ivy, nor does the bnilding appear to 
have been at any timeof mnch magnitade* It seems 
to have formed rather a fortified camp of g^eat size, 
being surrounded for a considerable distance with 
very high and deep outworks, or intrenchments of 
earth. Very Utile is known of its history.* It is 
marked in Speed^s Maps under the name of Bf nma^ 
digang, a corrupt Irish term signifying '^ Eoghain's 



• Id tlM Conotj Surrey, it k -stated, in giytsg tn Mcottot of this 
place, that a law was passed to prohibit any bat an Engh'shroan from 
bdng gDVwnor nt Oreencaatla. Thia, boiii^er, is an error, a« the or. 
der meotioned did not allude to the small building in this county, 
biit lo 'Greeocaslle in the county of Down, at IriU be "acen by refer- 
' ring to Hanrii'a History, p. 12. 
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habitatioo on ttie leyel head land.*' This not only 
describes the situation of the place, but renders it 
probable that it had been built or occu^ed by an 
Irish chief of that name, and the adjoining townland 
is still calle4 Ballyagfaagain. 

Where Shawns bridge now crosses the Lagan, 
there was formerly a ford, which was secured in an- 
cient times by two high forts, still to be seen on 
eadi bank of the riyer. There was afterwsrds a 
castle of lime and stone, built probably by the 
Engliah on the western side near Malone House, but 
of which yery little can be told. In 1610 it was 
called Freerstone, and was a place of considerable 
consequence. It bad been granted to some of Eli- 
sabeth's officers, but probably fell into disuse and 
ruins, when the peace of the country introduced more 
commodious and ornamental dwellings. The name 
by which it was last known was Castle Combe, but 
the principal part of the walls was remored at an 
early period for the erection of Shaw*s bridge, as 
formerly stated. 



gi^MU There was another building of a similar kind at 

Strandmills, possessed by some of the Hill family. 
It also has been long since entirely demolished, 
thou^ some of the'dd inhabitants recollect the ruins 
of walls or arches, which bad received from tradi- 
tion the name of Sir Moses's Cellars." 
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r There ara tio coio« of a Very ancient date foand cdiaA 
here. Those of Edward I. and II. oceaBionally oc- 
cur. ' Some years ag^o, in a field which did not ap* 
pear to have been erer ploughed, and in a black 
spot which had probably been the site of a house, 
there were discovered about a dozen silrer pennies of 
one of these kings. Coins of HeUry YIII. Eliza- 
beth, James I. and Charles I. are very numerous. 
Many pieces of Louis XIII. are also found, made 
of copper, less than a farthing in size, and gene- 
rally dated 1640-41-42. These coins, but more par- 
ticuhrly those of Elizabeth, are generally found in 
lots, and often mixed with Spanish money of rude 
workmanship. 

There have not been, as far as is known, any 
UHique pieces of antiquity met with in this parish, 
which could be mentioned on unexceptionable au- 
thority. Our bogs, as might be expected from 
their high situation, contain none of those remark- 
able artificial remains which are sometimes disco- 
yered in such places. Notwithstanding these cir^ 
cumstanoes, howerer, and though the place cannot 
boast of any abbey, castle, or other magnificent ruin^ 
it yet presents many relics of antiquity, well merit- 
ing the attention of those who are inclined to specu- 
late on sudi interesting and instructive topics. 
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Aceoiti^«(^ ^^ extend tUs part ef the subject, and to render 
te kT^ it more genendly intereating, it has been thougbt 



te?iteS^ suitable to enter into a brief account of some re- 
markable antiquities in the neighbourhood of Bel- 
fast parish, because the inquiry is, to Use very little 
liberty of expression, wholly original, and becanse 
the objects of it deserve to be rescued from that ne- 
glect in which they have hitherto been snflered to 



The most striking antiquities, perhaps, or at 
least on account of their number, the moat deserv- 
ing of precedence in this place, are three of those 
monuments generally considered temples of druidi- 
cal worship, but which differ considerably from each 
others Of these, the first which shall be described, 
outtt*! Ring, is that stupendous work, [called the Giant^s Ring, 
in the parish of Drumbo, county of Down, and four 
miles from the town of Belfast. It consists of ui 
enormous circle, p^ectly level, about five hundred 
and eighty feet in diameter, or nearly one third of 
an Irish mile in eircamference. This vast ring is 
eineloBed by an immense mound or parapet of earth, 
upwards of eighty feet in breadth at the base, and 
thou^ in the lapse, it is probable, of nearly two 
dionsand years, the height of this bank must have 
much decreased, it is stiU so great as to hide the 
surrounding country, except the tops of the moun- 
tains, entirely from the view, and in its original state 
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there is not a doubt bat they also n^ere inyisible. 
Near the centre of the circle stands a cramlechf 
or rude altar of stone ; and whether the piHMtfs that 
such monuments were used in the idohttrous adora- 
tion of the sun be, or be not satisfactory, it is a cir- 
intmstance which deserTes to be remembered, that 
the Giant*s Ring would exclude from the gaze of a 
mistaken multitude erery object but the glorious 
luminary himself whose beams they worshipped. 
It is a place which is calculated to inspire an unin- 
formed dniid with additional superstition, or with 
the necessity of increased mortification ; and they 
who formed it had a just conception of those human 
feelings which are extensiTC in their influence^ 
powerful in their operation, and most deeply to be 
moTcd by external nature. 

•The sloping stone of the altai* is almost Circular, 
being seven feet in one direction, six and a half in 
the other, and upwards of a foot in thickness at the 
edgOBi but in the centre considerably more^ This 
crcmleek is either rery erroneously described by Mr. 
Harris, or its appearance has greatly altered since 
the year 1744. We are informed in the History of 
the County Down, that two ranges of pillars, each 
consisting of seven, support this monstrous rock, 
beside which there are several other stones fixed 
upright in the ground, at the distance of about four 

k2 
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{eet Of these latter there remains but one ; the 
upfler atone at present rests upon four, and not up- 
on fourteen supporters ; the entire number which 
composes the altar is only ten, and though it is pro- 
bable that several may have fallen dowB, or in some 
other manner changed their position, it Is incon- 
ceiTable how so great a disproportion as the two 
accounts present could ever be reconciled. 

SfiTBN miles from the town of Belfast, in the pa- 
Bough fki rish of Templepatrick, and a few perches off the 
high road which leads to Antrim, is a temple of a 
similar kind, in some respects even more curious 
than the former. The ^first stone is very little ele- 
vated above the surface of the ground, but followed 
by a number of others, which form, for the length 
of forty feet, a gradual ascent, ending in one of 
greater magnitude, raised and supported like that 
at the Giant's Ring. The stones of which this 
work is composed are not very broad, but extremely 
heavy, round and smooth, somewhat resembling 
huge pebbles. There is an account, that it was for- 
merly surrounded with an earthen ditch, and that 
Tery near the altar was found a large bowl or ba- 
sin of brass, but which was so much'corroded that 
it fell to pieces in cleaning. 

Thbeb is no tradition which might illustrate the 
origin of this curious remnant of antiquity. The 
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Bame indeed by which it is frequently distinguished 
throws some light on the subject. It is often deno- 
minated Cam Graincy or <^ The heap of the Sun.'' 
Others again call it '' the Giant's Grave/* or <^ the 
Gn^nny's Grave.*' The situation in which it stands 
does not present any thing remarkable, but the 
length adds greatly to the novelty of its appearance. 
Imm^iately adjoining stands a tall conical moat or 
rath, much disfigured on the sumn^ity and a small 
village called Rough Fort. 

About five miles from Belfast, some distance to ^^^^ 
to the rig^t of the public road leading from that town 
to Newtownards, there exists a monument which 
seems . to have attracted even less observation than 
those which have been described. It is called the 
Kempe Stones, and consists of an enormous rock, 
eight feet and a half in lengthy and nearly of an 
equal breadth, borne in a sloping posture by thrcte 
other stones ; but as one of these rests upon two 
additional masses, there may properly be redkoned 
five supporters. The two whidi are in front resem- 
ble pillars, and are overhung by the huge body 
which they sustain. This upper ^tone is in one jrilace 
five feet thick, but gradually diminishes to the end , 
and has been computed to weigh forty tons. 

It ipight occasion considerable discussion to. 
prove bow so great a weight could have been raised 
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by II people ignorant of the artiu Bat it slioidd be 
rememb^redy that the medianic power? we as wm^ 
pie u they are efficacious, and that the united ef- 
forts of a multitude, with the assistaaoe of the Ie«- 
yer and inclined plane, would be suiBeiait to etevate 
even a more ponderous mass. This, howeTer, is 
still an amaring work, and would be attended with 
inconcaTable labour in any age. It is mndi less 
difficult, indeed, to disooTer the manner of its ere^-> 
tion than the purpose for which it was intended. It 
pight be considered at first sight a druidical altar, 
like that at the Giant's Ring ; but thetfe are dream - 
stances to justify the opinion, that its use or origin 
has been in some respects different. In many parUi 
of this kingdom, wh^i the outer stones are remoYed 
from those cairns or heaps, wkieh have been proyed 
io be tombs, monuments similar to this are fre- 
quently discovered. Now, the place at present de-r 
scribed was formerly of greater magnitude, the nu-i 
meroua stones of different sizes wkidi are scattered 
.around it on all sides, being conclttsiye proofs of 
such a statement. If it be hard to imagine why nq 
mudi labour has been bestowed on what was intend -^ 
ed. to be concealed, are not the pyramids of the 
Egyptians, and the grandeur still accompanying 
(lie inhumation of the great, sufficieat answers ? 
and perhaps, like many other tombs or vaults, the 
Kempe Stones, and other piles of a similar kind, may 
have been altogether or partly raised during the lif^ 
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of the person for whom they were designed. It 
does appear then most probable, that this now m* 
der consideration is one of those whieh the ancient 
Irish denominated ^' eternal houses/* Hie ap- 
pearance of this great monument well corresponds 
with such a title, and it will continue in its present 
state, when edifices of a more beautiful but a more 
fragile ardiitecture shall have crumbled Into dust. 
According to tradition, also, it is the tomb ef a 
giant who was conquered, and interred at the place 
by a fellow-monster, the townland being called 
Green Grares. The name likewise bean on the 
same point, Kempe, in Anglo-Saxon, sig^^ng a 
warrior.* With the present addition therefore to 
the word it may justly be considered, the stones or 
heap of the warrior. 

This part of the country is famous for its remains 
of antiquity. At the distance of a mile from the 
Kempe Stones, there is one of those tall conical 
mounts, the uses of which are so much involyed in 
obscurity. It is called Dundonnell, and has been 
the occasion of many absurd stories among the vul- 
gar. 

Not far from this, near the bank of a small rivu- 
let, there is a pillar, about ten feet in height, formed 

» AstlioI«gis Hibmk^ foL itp. S42. 
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of one rough stone, supposod by credulous peopk to 
corer a treasure of the most precious of all metals, 
and to turn round erery midnight at crowing of 
the cock. 

QrtgiB,fts.or Tbb origin of these cramlecks has giTOi rise 
to much ingenious speculation. Little new tight 
can be thrown upon the matter, for as there is 
only one principal opinion which seems to be bome 
out by all the arguments that hare been yet ad*- 
▼anoed, it is not probable that any conjecture more 
plausible will readily be found. That they were in- 
tended for Druids* altars, or for some important re- 
ligious purpose, is the hypothesis which is generally 
credited ; but it is certain that the uses of the erom-. 
lechf as well as of the cairns and pillar stones, can- 
not be defined in a precise, or at least in a conrin- 
cing manner. They bear, in many respects, so much 
resemblance to each other, that none of them perhaps 
hare been appropriated to any single purpose. Ma- 
ny strong and satisfactory proofs haTe been ad- 
duced by learned antiquaries, to show the affinity of 
the cairns and pillar stones with memorials accu- 
rately and frequently noticed in the Old Testament, 
and generally reared for the establishment of cove- 
nants of different kinds. If those commonly deno^ 
fldinated Druids* altars were really designed for reli,. 
gious purposes, it is difficult to conoeiye in what 
manner sacrifice has been performed ; or, if for con-r 
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veying instruction to an assembled multitude, Why 
80 much labour should be expended in raising struc- 
tures of a very inconsiderable helgllt. When the 
pillar stones are formed into circular ^closures, a 
more specious conjecture than that they were rude 
temples cannot perhaps be discoTered ; and it cer- 
tainly appears most probable, as proofs at present 
stand, that the Giant's Ring and the Rough Port 
haTC been consecrated, in dark and distant ageft, to 
purposes of a similar description. 

The onlv round tower, at that distance to wluch it Dranbo 

^ ' Round 

is proper to extend the present investigation, is in t*»~ 
the parish of Drumbo, and six miles from Belfast. 
Its altitude is about thirty-fiTc feet, but there is an 
irregularity at the top, one side being somewhat 
higher than the other. The lower part overhangs 
its base several inches ; the rest is perpendicular. 
There is no tradition, however, as to the time when 
this tower was so much reduced in size. Its diame* 
ter is almost nine feet, and its outer circumference, 
at the base, nearly eighteen yards. The walls are 
therefore extremely thick and massive. There are 
three rows of holes in the interior, at regular dis- 
tances ; and in the side which is highest another ca- 
vity, which had probably corresponding apertures 
when the building was complete. The entrance, the 
lower part of which is more than a yard from the 
base of the tower, is five feet eight inches in heighti 
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Ud upwards of A titoi and a half in breadth. ThU 
tower stands in a praye-yard, and there was for- 
merly an abbey here founded by St. Patrick, which 
afterwards became a church in the diocese of Down, 
but of which there is at present scarcely any pari 
remaining* 

TriBftfi are no antiquities in this kingdom which 
%j^ • have so nmch perplexed the antiquaries as the round 
towers* Of the three old hypotheses on this sub^ 
ject, that of their Phenician origin, though support- 
ed by seYeral curious argumentS| is certainly, on the 
whole, the most incredible. Neither of the other two^ 
howOTer, is at all sufficient to explain the numerous 
objections which may be raised against them. It is 
Impossible that lonely ascetics, wrapt in gloomy «u« 
perstition, and in mortified weakness^ could have pos- 
sessed the power or the means of raising structures 
so vast and ponderous, when the materials were so 
difficult to be procured. It is, parhaps, equally pre- 
posterous, to imagine that our Irish ecclesiastics, so 
wise and shrewd in other matters, should build, or 
cause to be built such towers for the trifling purpose 
of holding bdls, while they themselves were con- 
tented to shiyer in a church of wood or wattles. 
Though there baye been some other coiyectures and 
alignments on the subject, particularly in a late 
work of much ingenuityi the inquiry is yet, and per- 
haps wiUfor ever remain, in impenetrable uncertainty. 
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Thb only rain of importance^ as an ecclesiasUcal wuteAbtor. 
edifioe, in the immediate Tioinity of Belfast pariah, 
18 called White Abbey. It is beautifully situated 
Hear the foot of Carnmoney mountain, and not far 
from the sea. The ruins of this building are still 
considerable, and its original extent has ' been Tery 
great. From its state and structure there is reason 
to think, that this abbey once presented the form 
of a cross ; and the part now remaining is .pro^ 
bably the eastern wing, whidi is in tolerable preser* 
yation. It has three Tery long and narrow windows 
fronting the sea ; the wall around, and between 
them, is darkened with a dense growth of ivy, which 
communicates a solemn, but not a gloomy appear-* 
ance. Unlike some other religious houses in this 
kingdom. White Abbey is not adorned Mrith cut 
stone, or any other ornament. It is remarkable^ 
howeyer, that of this edifice, which, from its appear- 
ance and the number of foundations still to be 
traced, must haye been of some importance, no par-« 
ticulars, either respecting its founder, or any other 
information, haye been transmitted to us, though in 
Speed's Map the place is largely and accurately laid 
down undor its present name. 

Traoition can give no farther intelligence on the 
subject than that it was attached, or. belonged to 
Woodbum ; and that the monks, when expelled at 
L 2 . 
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the RefiNrmaiion from Curiokfergus abbies, came 
\j^ aad resided tor a time here ia great numbers. If 
this be eorreot, it b probd^le that they carried great 
part at their wealth with them. From thts aeooiiiita 
of differ^ persons, Tariotts artides, particularly 
ooios, have been dug up in ihe adjoining fieldii ; and 
nearer the ruins some years ago, when raising a 
large stone sliaped ^ke a trough, seTcral images of 
sdv^r, and a wide shallow C9p of the aame metal, 
ave said ^ bave been disooTered. 

Tnaftfi Is a singular tradition respeoting the ptsoe 
at wluch tills abbey stands. It is believed thftt a 
great pity formerly e^dstad here, oalled ** the city of 
Coole.*' Nesr the building many foundations can 
oortainly be traced ; and great broad stonep are fre- 
^pently found forming the remains of roads covered 
aad concealed by the earth. This tradition , Kke 
many others, is but a modem fiction engrafted on 
8om0 anQientimt|i ; but it is now impossible to dis- 
unite them. 

Not l^r from this was another religious house 
called MonkstowOy which is also, like White Abbey, 
unnoticed in the Monasticon, or elsewhere. It does 
not appear, however, at any time, to have been of 
mimh extent. There is a curious and general tra- 
dition ainong the people, that Fergus I. King of 
Scotland, was buried here, and some even yet pre- 
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teid to p6iM «it the apo*. Thclte ii a Tcry mcitiM 
griive-yard at tW» place, tstiA «oea«to«dly tiarf fcjr 
the RonaB Catholic fkmiikt in lie nelghhowhoW. 
The Bitiialionof MoBketo-WBjeBicHjwd bj dantell ri- 
Ttlet, bad fcwffWiBdbd irtfh the iremalm of ♦W ve- 
dmrds aad gardea MtSkf to extremely knatifal. 

ATAediit*DoeoftWo«lkea»dtthalffn«BBel- c<««-»*.a 
ft»t« on the *ld toad to H»lyi*o«l, there waa for- 
merly a rdigiods house caUed CoUamhkiH) wWch, 
a> it is laid doWB by Speed, waa, it is problble^ eri- 
ginaBy an abbeys bat bftarwirds *<toT*rt«d iato ft 
cb«4«h. There waK attoohed to k a vttry eitensW* 
burying likcet the numerotis tomb-tftones of whJ<* 
hare bfeeh, however, (mncipally itoed iftany years 
jigo, in flagging ahouse in the neighbetatheod ; and 
almost the only one which remains is of a very cu- 
rious description. Tradition positively ascribes it 
to hate been that which coTcred the re»«ins of Conn 
O'Nell, of CtottereAgh, the most powetftil chieftain 
of that naihe %ho resided in this part of the wqb- 
tty ; and wbd, frort having been the last Irish pw- 
^ietor of the l»ri«fa ^ Belfast, requires to have Ills 
history mote pniUcldariy reconied. 

Tan dmrch was probably fbunded by «b« of 
Coon*8 ptedeoesBOts, and appears, perinps from its 
pfolinity to their castle, to Imve been particularly 
appropriated to the use of the family. It was sita- 
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ated ia one of the finest and most beanttful spots in 
the whole county, the enrface exactly resembling the 
rich biUs of Malone. Though the place now be- 
longs to Holy wood, it was formerly a parish in itself, 
and afterwards united to Knock. The Terrier, al- 
ready referred to, hasfthe following notice on the 
subject : " Ecdesia de Knockcolmakill, a union, 
and bath half a^ownland in glebe, pays in prox. 5sh. 
Refeote. 5sh. Synods. 2 sh., &c.'' The last part 
of the building was only removed some months 
since. There is also a great conical mount here, on 
the top of wMch is built a tall house, not less singu^ 
lar in shape than ilk situation. It may be remarked, 
that there are four churches in this neighbourhood. 
Knock, Collumbkill, Dundonnel and Holywood, 
each of which has one of these high raths or tumuli 
not many yards distant. 

S!foT?«? '^^^ tombstone, lying at present in an unregarded 
spot, is probably but a part of the original. It is a 
block of freestone without any lettered inscription ; 
but on it is very skilfully canred, in high relief, the 
figure of a cross, and apparently some ornamental 
appendages. There is another stone of the same 
size, built in the gable of an adjoining house, cut in 
a similar manner, but with rather a diflerent image. 
The most curious object on this bitter is a detached 
impression, very nearly resembling a pair of scis^ 
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son ; or rather, it has beeir thought, cross swords or 
dagnj^ers. 

TajB dwelling of this branch of the O'Neils was 
at Castlereagh, which was early inhabited, accord- 
ing to Harris, by one of the great families of that 
name, called Hugh Flain,* whose posterity, he 
informs its, enjoyed the baronies of the Great Ards, 
Belfast, Carrickfergos, Massareene and Toome. Its 
last occupant, however, of this illustrious sqpt was 
Conn, whose downfal firomthe possession of a prin- 
cipality, almost to the total extinction of his name, 
is as striking an example of the mutability of human 
affairs as many which have been held up for the 
wonder and instruction of mankind. 

It appears from the Grand Inquisition of the 
County Down, that in the reign of Queen Elisa- 
beth, this chief enjoyed, in direct possession, besides 
sub-territories, two hundred and forty-four town- 
lands, valuable for their natural excellencies at tiie 
time, and at present, it i^ generally thought, the 
most opulent and most improved part of this island. 
O'Neil, howevar, had probably been concerned in 
the rebellions of the period ; his large possessions 
were beheld with avidity by artful or necessitous ad- 
venturers, and a pretence perhaps eagerly desired as 

• H«rnt*f Dowo, p. ^69. 



Aooomt of 
CoDnCNcO. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



370 

for tpoUation. la Om year IVM, ke ImA 
teen confined for some time, principally, it wmdd 
appear, for an indiscretion on the part of his ser- 
nata^ who had &omk to Bolfitet to puteUso urine 
for a '^ ghuad debaudii'' in wUbh he wu ckigmged 
tt Caatkreagh With hia fiianda and r«taidera. A 
gcnffle hating taken pkce betvroen the aet'ttnU awl 
aomB adUsdn, in #faieh there it Ho aecovnt, howeter, 
that Conn >ras aotrrriy donoemed| he was taken 
prisoner^ and h)dged in CarridLfergns Owtle. His 
confinement at fint was vnry atrict | hut aftenmrrfa 
he was pebrmitted to walk diont th^ town, ait^ded 
ky a s^ldier^ trho ddiveTed him to the Provoat Mar- 
shal hi the evening. In 1603 his liberation was ac- 
complished in the fottowing manner :— *>Thonias 
Montgomery, the master of a Scottish ^' trading 
barque," Which 8v|>plied the garriaon of Carrickftr- 
gus with meal^ wooed and wedded Alice DobUn, 
the daughter of the ProVoat Marshal, to Whdae 
charge the priaoner waa committed. It is proba- 
ble that the plan which folfowdd from this connec- 
tion had been preriously concerted between theae«» 
Teral parties ; for by the assistance of some of them, 
and perhaps by the conniTance of others, Coon waa 
shortly after carried on board Montgomery's vesari, 
and conveyed to Scotland, after experiendng, 
doubtless, the many hair breadth cscapea befitting 
80 romantic an adventure. 
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Bb UMt as it may, he was ob hia orriTal in 
that kipgdom taken under the protection of Hugh, 
or, as he was afterwards called, Sir Hugh Mont- 
gomery, the chief or Ia}rd of the p^raon who 
had deliTered him from captivity. Sir Hugh, how* 
ever, had probably been at tlicf bottom of the whole 
enterprise, and though he does not appear to hare 
been of mudi consequence, he had sufficient interest 
to procure ^. pardon for Conn from (he monarch who 
had just aseeoded the throne. 

A» (bo price of the deUf trance and pardon which 
had been thus effected through the influence pf Montr 
gomery, Q^Neil relinquished to him the half of his 
possessions. The account of the transaction, how- 
ever, is very obscure and intricate. Various agree-^ 
meats seem to have takei^ pboe, all of which were 
ratified by the crown. Th^ abstract of the eptire 
business is, that Conn O'Neil grapted the whole of 
his estates to Sir James Hamilton, who had also, it 
is probable, some share in procuring lus enlarge- 
ment. Of these estates Hamilton reoonveyed, as 
had beeii previously settled, copsiderable portions 
to their former owner, and to Montgomery, his 
prindpal friend and deliverer.* 



• Thu inttmting aocoum of Cpno 0*Meil i« nir$fUd fiom the 
MSS. of lb* Mootgonery fi||oi)jr, wblc|i coi)Uia miich additional i». 
formadoii on the subject. Tbf fbllowing it tbo abridgipeo^ of tbo 
grant of Conn's posseasioos to Hanilton, a» cxpr«sse4 in ibe In- 
^uisitiofu «* Tbfn tbe Ki^g mkm S fmnjt (P l|i» mM ilw««f tU- 
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But Conn seems neyer to have flouridied af- 
ter tliis partition, but lost before his death, in dif* 
ferent ways, partly indeed by sale, the repisunder 
of his property. He appears to haTe retsLined pos* 
session, hqweyer, of the castle of his forefath^B ; 
and reserved, vrhen disposing of the land in vvhidi 
KnockcoUumbkill was situated, the right of pa* 



milton of all the said lands, royalties, and appurtenances, (eieepUof 
all castles, lands, && belonging to the Bishop of Down and Coii- 
nor, and all lands, &c. belonging to Abbies, &c. and the Fishery of 
the river Lagan, and excepting all castles, lands, &c, within the ter- 
ritory of the Lower Claneboye, then or lately in the poieeision of Sir 
Arthur Chichester and his assigns, &c.) to hold for ever at the rent 
tt jtf 100, aa of the castle of Carrickfevgus, in A«e and connnMin aoc- 
cage, and not in capita ; nor in soccsge in capita, nor by knight*a 
ic^iee. But said James Hamilton to find Ten able horsemen, and 
Twenty footemen well armed, to attend for forty days on the Deputy 
at all Hostings in the province of Ulster. Then the King grants to 
the said James Hsmilcon a frw market every ThorMiay at Gaatio* 
reagh, and a fair in the same place on St. John Baptist's day. and 
two days after every year with courts of Pye Powder, and Tolle ; 
and Courts Leet and Baron, within the manor of Castlereagh, &c. 
A ine market at Bangor every Monday, and fair' there on 8l 
James the Apostle*s day, and two days sifter. A market at Holy- 
wood every Wednesday, and a fair there every 24th of March, and 
two days after with Couru of Pye Powder and Tolls. A market aC 
Grsy Abby every Wednesday, and fair there oo St. Luko*B day and 
two days after with Courts of Pye Powder and Tolla. Tbe King 
farther granu to the ssid James Hamilton power to alien to an/ 
English or Scotsman, or lo the blood of the Englisb or Scotch, and 
not to the meer Irish (Conn O'Neal Mac Brian FerUugh O'Neal 
and his heirs only eicepted). l*bat be may likewise hold two Courta 
Leet for the Ards ; and two for Upper Claneboye ; and two Cpurta 
Baron in each of the said territories on Thursday every three weeks, 
for sums not exceeding 40 shillings, with all privileges. . That hew 
his heirs, and all residenu be free and exonerated from all Irish 
Cesses, Bonaght, Coshery, and the like, and be also allowad Dree ^ar. 
ran and free chace, &c. with liberty to import cattle and grain, and 
to export other goods, yarn only excepted* to any in amity with tbe 
King,*' &c. &C. 

In the same grant, mhile describing the boundaries of Claneboye, 
there is the following passage :— >** Fowsrds the north and we^t part 
of said territory, tbe river Lagan, which runs immediately into the 
bay of Knockfergus, is the most known bounds of the said territory, 
and niM batwaeo the aaki teifitory and another parcel of territory or 
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tronage to that ehnroh. He died some time be- 
tween 1612 and 1690; and in the year 1621, the 
Inquisition, when summing up the names and pos- 
sessions of the proprietors among whom. his. estate 
was divided, informs us that Doneil O'Neil, son 
and heir of the late Conn, was .the owner of two 
towmkmdg. 

Of the residence of the O'Neils, so often mention- 
ed in the foregoing account, there is scarcely at pre- 
sent one stone remaining on another. It was for- 
merly called Castle Claneboye, but more^frequently 
Castlereagh, or the King^s Castle, : and tradition- 
ally, by the British settlers, the Eaglets Nest, from 
its situation and the.power of its owners. After ^oeountor 
the decease. of Conn it was inhabited by Sir ,Moses caMie. 
Hill, but for what length of time has not been as- 
certained. It is described by Mr. Harris it 1744, 
as a large ruin, and built on a fort. Its final de- 
struction only took place a few years ago, attended 
with a yery. ludicrous circumstance, which, I have 



uVj GftUed Ualoan la/all Feltfogh*** ThU phrase lumMf Fidoey'i 

ka^ dkition of Mahne : i. e. the tcanty watered plain. 

In anotber put of the iDquisitioo it is said, that '* Conn.O*Neil 
executed ao indenture of sale, bj livery of seisin, unto Thomas Hib- 
bote, in 1608, of ibe town land of Ballynafeagb in the GaUag^, lying 
between Castlereagh and the Lagan Water." The word GaUagh 
ineena ike pcfts ofiubtnimon, and at this place the O'Neils, it is pro- 
iMble, bad often exacted homage from conquered enemies or inferior 
chiefs. 

m2 
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been credbkly informed, k ■tric% trne. The 
proprietor of tbe cstale, wishiiig to preserTe the 
rwned castle of bo ftunons a aept, ordered a wall to 
be bulk muiul h fair that pnrpoae. The pereens 
employed oa this occaaton, seeing no materials ao 
couveniently situated as the stones of the old boild- 
ing itself, proceeded with great composure to de* 
molish the ruin^andy unaccountable as it may seem, 
had aooompKshed their work, had pidled down the 
castle to bnitd the waD^ before the lamentaUe error 
was discovered* Its site, abMit two miles distant 
from Belfesty oommands a most extended ^iew of 
ihe Lough and the snrrounding country ; but the 
present state of the place, as wel as the history of 
the ftunily, cannot but ooeasion some y^txy singular 
reflections. It is eurione to consider, that in so 
short a space, the castle in which O'Neil had so 
long dwelt, whidi had been looked upon with 
pride and confidence, shoold have utterly disap- 
peared from the iace of the earth ; that the fir tree 
should grow on the hearth stone at which he carons* 
ed with his trusty followers ; that the lands which 
were stocked with his friends and vassals, should 
now be inhahited by a race of people diffisrent in 
language, manners, customs, laws, name, aud re* 
ligioni; that the ground in which his bones, and the 
hones of his fathers rest, should be every year dis- 
turbed by the rough hand of the careless rustic ; and 
that his very tombstone should be the threshold of a 
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haa%. TbMigh twd kwdred yeafa IwTe rolled rdaid 
atnce the deprivatidB and death of the aubjeet of 
this article^ there ia leaaoa to thiak that \m landa 
war^ ooenpittd b j Seota and EfigliBh» aa tb^ ano at 
jNreaent, a century ago. 

Eecle9i0Hieal SMe^ %e. ^ the Puri^ ^ 



The pariah of Belfaat ia a fiearar^^ wined in vdueofthte 

• ^ Tlcarageat 



the retama from the aeea of Down and Connor, to t^L 
hia M^jeaty'a Coailniattonara in lesa^ mt £M per 
annum. We learn from the aame authority, that 
the tithes and dues naoeired by the viear in 1710, 
amounted, cmnmumibM annUy to ^180. The in* 
creaae ainoe theae perioda baa been eoormoua^ and, 
aa an eodeaiaatical benefice, this pariah ia at pre- 
aeut extremely productive. The tithea are all com- 
pounded, and often at a very high rate. The Mar* 
quia of Donegall ia the patron, whoae anoeator, gir 
Arthur Ohicheater, obtained it about 1612, in place 
of laland Magee, ^vrtiich he had aurrendered to the 
crown. There ia a glebe house in the town of Bel* 
faat, and a amall, though from the quality of the 
land, a^ery valuable glebe, of about twenty aerea, 
at Shankill, where the church originally stood. 

There ia no regular account preserved of the in- 
pumbeuts of this parish, either in the First Fruits 
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Reoordfl/ or daevrhere. From that, ' and yariooa 
other authentic sources, however, the following list 
has been procured ; but it has been found imposai- 
bleto ascertain, in all cases, the date of the induc- 
tion of eadi minister. 

Iv 1688, Simon Chichester was yicar. 

Iw 1666, Roger Jones was the incumbent. 

In 16»6, Ckuditts Gilbert, F. T. C. D. was io- 
stituted'and admitted to this vicarage. 

HiS' immediate successor was probably 

Ecblin, whose time of service has not been ascer- 
tained. 

In 1713, the Rev. William Tisdall, D. D. was 
vicar. 

In 1742, the Rev. Richard Stewart, D. D. was 
vicar. 

Rev. James Saurin* admitted 2d of June, 1747 
to the vicarage of Belfast. 

Rev. William Bristow instituted 19th November 
1772, to the vicarage of Shankill or Belfast. 

Rev. Edward May instituted in 1809, to the vi- 
carage of Shankill, alias Belfast. 

Rev. Arthur Chichester Macartney instituted in 
1820, to the vicarage of Belfast. 



• This goQtIcnMD was faiber.of tbo htc Attonwy-Genenl of Irs. 
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The oldest charch docament whkh has been dis- ^^S?^"^ 
cotered is a parish register of 168B, and several 
succeeding years, written on paidiment. It con- 
tains nothing remarkable, thou^ the lists of births, 
deaths, and marriages are extremely copious, with 
the' names in gendral yery' different firom those of 
the present inhabitants. 

AgriemUwre, 

As the manufactures of the parish haye been al- 
ready detailed, little now remains for investigation, 
except its agricultural state, which will require, on 
several accounts, to be treated with great brevity. 
The subject, indeed, it niust be confessed, is both 
extensive and important, and no where more de- odtivatioSHi 
serving of attention, as there are certainly few 
places in the kingdom where the extremes of good 
and bad cultivation are more observable. As the 
unimproved parts, however, are commonly situated 
on or near the mountains, the general appearance of 
the parish, as a flourishing agricultural district, is 
not much changed by their present state ; and he 
who traverses it will readily admit, that agricul- 
ture, though very far from being advanced so much 
as it might, is in a more promising condition 
than in many other places ; that with some it is 
highly improved, and that from such examples i^ 
fast approaching to a state of greater perfection. 
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AMOHa the o«nmoii fmnners, the iMii general 
fiMUtdatioii of mH their or^ ib potatoes. To tfab 
the greatar part of their richeit manure is applied, 
and it always precedes wheat when that grain is 
onltiTated. This crop is prinoipidly confined to 
Malone.* The wheat is aometimesfoUowed by bar- 
ley ; but the cultiyation of this grain is extremely 
limited, nor is there at present any rye raised in the 
parish. The culture of oats is much more general 
than either of the preceding. It sometimes succeeds 
wheat, barley, or eloYer, but is more frequently 
sown on the potato ground, and often two or more 
years suooessiTely. 

The drill husbandry of potatoes is in general use 
among the best and most extensiye farmers, though 
the old m^de is still continued. Flax k commooly 
sown here after potatoes. There is no seed aa^ed 
in this parish, and very little throughout the whole 
county. 

The most important of what are called green 
crops is cloTer, which is far from being so mudi 



* TIm inprofmirai lo the quality of Irtih wbMt bat btra oftas 
noticed of late, and tbera is e? ary probability tbat it will ia tooBe 
yaara rival tba EsgliA, A raoiarlt of Raplot in tba PraAwa to bia 
Hiatory of England. relatiTa to tbit point, la fooiawbat curiooa. 
'* TboM wbo tay/' ba lofbrma w, *• tbat Iraland will produoa no 
wbaat ara partly mitUken ; for tbougb tbe tUtamcnt ia correct at to 
tba nortb of tbat ialand. wbere the people ara obliged to live antira[y 
on oatinaal, yd wbeat bat bean known to grow in tba toutb.'* 
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eiiliiin4#d as its produce aad its quick sale in tile 
Betfast niMrkei woidd appear to require. Tlie pre* 
dSection uluch custom has establiehed in favour of 
pasture is too frequently dec^ rooted, tliongli there 
are certainly many symptoms of improyement in 
this respect, in soveral parts of the parish. The 
culti¥ation of turnips is even less attended to than 
that of cloYer, being, with few exceptions, entirely 
rabed for sale. 

The rich manures of Belfast are either used for 
the meadows in its Ticinity, or drawn away by the 
farmers for their potatoes. To the facility, how- 
ever, which is here afforded for procuring that roost 
useful of all manures, lime,* must in a great degree 
be attributed the progress which has been made in 
agriculture. Lime, when judiciously employed, is 
found to be efficacious in most kinds of ground, but 
the strong clay soil which so much prerails in this 
parish is completely adapted to its use, which is ac- 
cerdiagly in such places extensive and general. The 
erection of kilns by landlords, for the coBYenience of 
their tenants, would be found of rau<ual advantage. 
Only one instance of this kind has come under my ob* 
servation here, by whkh the farmers were enabled to 

• M«. "WmUUM, bowercr, hi bfi SutifUe*! mmI Political jlceoont 
of IreUsd, p. 184. bw infonred u>, that Anlrim it one ofdMMo 
comitim In which limMtone is onkhown, an error ao groaaaa to dia- 
plaf s 19TJ partial acquaiataooe with thla p«n of Ibo countfj. 
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provide their lime at a far more moderate rate tliaa 
in any other manner. Great quantities of bog also 
are consumed on the mountains, and the ashes used 
as manure. The mud and wrack from the sea are 
likewise applied to the same purpose ; but the latter 
is preferable and in more general demand. 

Theab are some thrashing machines in the pa- 
rishy and the other implements of husbandry are not 
difiercnt from those used in other places. 

It is proper to mention, in concluding this head, 
that though there are several of what are called 
'^ gentlemen farmers^* in this parish, the number is 
not so great as might be desired and expected. As 
no prejudices, howev^, exist among them as to the 
infallibility of old customs, and as they enjoy the 
benefits of extensive capital, it will be found that 
the diflerent improvements, both in the implements 
aud modes of cultivation, generally originate in this 
quarter. The common farmers have not yet a pro- 
per notion of the advantages, in some cases, the ne- 
cessity of green crops. That unprofitable and ruin- 
ous system of allowing ground to recover for three 
or four years, is far from being abandoned ; and 
though it is found that no land, however carefully 
managed, will bear for a continued number of sea- 
sons a perpetual succession of white crops, i£ is not 
the less true, that leaving it in wretched pasture W 
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a pernicious systein. When it ia intended. 4hat a 
course of barley, "wlieat, or oats shall be disconti* 
nued, clorer and grass seed should be sown with 
the last crop. These will spring up the following 
year, and, so far from impoTerishing the soil lilce 
the grain, they will improre and enrich it. Wiien 
the ground has been long under culture, it is un- 
doubtedly proper to introduce an intermixture of 
green crops, though there is perhaps not yet so great 
a necessity for such a measure in some parts of this 
kingdom as in England. 

Sfiggesiitms for Improvement and General 
Observations. 

Though this parish, from containing so large a 
town as Belfast, is not susceptible of many of those 
improvements which would be necessary in remote 
inland districts, yet still several alterations may be 
suggested that might materially amend its general 
appearance, as well as the prosperity of its inhabi-r 
tants. 

It must appear obvious that great advantages oran^. 
would accrue to the jparish if very considerable ^SS^S^ 
tracts of ground, on the mountains, and in their tainousind. 
neighbourhood, at presept almost in a state of na- 
ture, were improved as far as they might. It cannot 
N 2 
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but seem strange, thai land, not more than four or 
ISto miles distant from the town at Belfast, and 
whidh in some places would seem to bear marks of 
former cultivation, shoold now be lying, in many 
instanoes, entirely negleMed. This ohroomstanoo 
can scarcely arise from any known sterility in the 
soil ; for though its capability of profitable or spee** 
dy improTement has been matter of some doubt and 
peculation, there aio oertainly several parts 6l die 
mountains, particularly near the source of the Colin 
water, and in the levds between the Black mountain 
and Deris, that are not higher nor in any respect 
labouring under greater dbadYantages thaa many 
places which have rewarded the toil of the husband- 
man with an abundant harvest. The soil is gene* 
rally a deep turf bog, with a substratum of clay ; 
the whole improvements are confined to the euttinf^ 
of deep drains ; and the greater part of the grass 
which springs up, is suffered to die and wither on 
the ground. But there are proofis that the intro* 
dnetion of alterations would be attended with com-* 
plete success. The country around Hannahstown, 
on the lower part of the Black mountain, and in the 
neighbouring parish of Derriaghy, on the opposite 
side of Colin river, is in a state of rapid improve^- 
ment. Local causes have given rise to this, but tli^ 
prove, if proof were wanting, that the lower parts of 
Glen hill, Squire^s hiU, and several other places wUch 
are now of very little profit to thdr owners, would 
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abo produce oats, potatoes, and clover, to the last 
of which the attention of improYers should be mofe 
particidnrly directed. 

Ths •ystem of intemiediate projHrietors is also far 
from heing^ nnloiown ; and its effeots are often as 
iigurioos as in any other place. This, however, 
being an evil of a more general and important de^ 
aoription, need not be particularly noticed. 

It would likewise be extremely advantageous^ if £2£^*^ 
a greater number of private roads were made in the 
mountainous parts of the' parish. The facility of 
communication which might thus be afforded, would 
be found peculiarly beneficial to the agriculturists ; 
and as the nmnber of such roads is certainly in some 
{daces on the increase, there can be no doubt but 
the fields adjoining them will soon display decisive 
marks of their utility. 

There is still greater scope for [improvem^it in j^^^*^ 
planting and fencing. In those parts of the moun- 
tains which are entirely incapable of being used in 
any other manner, some kinds of trees might cer- 
tainly flourish. The banks of the numerous rivu- 
lets which the parish contains, should also partici- 
pate in such benefits, which, besides beautifying the 
country, and sheltering the acyacent land, would 
one day be valuable property. The Forth and the 
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Milewater might then be as beautiful and pictu- 
resque as the Colin. Greater advantages would en- 
sue from the more general use of enclosures. The 
white thorn may be seen, apparently howeTer the 
remains of older bushes that have been destroyed, 
at a very considerable lieight up Squire's hill and 
the Black mountain. Sallow and ash are also occa- 
sionally found, equally elevated in situation ; and if 
there be any places in which n<Hie of these vrouhl 
thrive, the shrub elder might perhaps be substi- 
tuted. 

The capability of extending the embankments 
along this bay should also be included under the sug- 
gestions for improvement. The Lough of Belfast, 
at low water, has a very unpleasing appearance ; 
and from its extreme shalloMmess, for some distance * 
near that town, resembles rather a great moor or 
fen than an arm of the sea. It is evident that a vast 
tract might be reclaimed here, particularly as a 
commencement has been made. Whether the ex- 
periment would be profitable or not, I am unable to 
judge ; but the vicinity of Belfast would certainly 
render such land, if properly managed, of great 
value. 



otnwaUb- NoTwiTHSTANDiMo thcsc observatious, which are 
merely submitted to the notice of persons more ex- 
perienced in sudi matters, an attentive considera- 
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tioa of the former and preeent state of the parish will 
afford abundant proofs of the ample progress which 
industry and cirilization have made within the last 
half centnry. Many old inhabitants well remember 
when the greater part of that admired district along 
the shore was perfectly wild and uncultiTated ; and 
when the roads, in general pa^ed with great flat 
stones, were only broad enough for the easy jour- 
neying of a single horse and pack-saddle, the usual 
mode of conveyance some serenty or eighty years 
ago. They look almost with amazement on the ac- 
commodations and innoTations which modem times 
have produced, and wonder how men lived in the 
days of their grandfathers. The houses in which 
their infancy was spent are become inconvenient or 
old fashioned ; the practices which their youth had 
considered as perfect will soon be neglected, or for- 
gotten ; and when altogether divested of the fresh- 
ness of present years, will be investigated like the 
customs of some rude and distant clime. Such will 
be the case too with a future generation ; new beau- 
ties, new improvements will arise, and a wiser race 
will discontinue or despise those systems and opi- 
nions, which our parish worthies, that now are, may 
deem consummate and unalterable. 
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APPENDIX. 



No. I. 



List of the Members of Parliamentfar the Borough 
of Belfast ^ from 1613 to the present time. 

1619 Sir John Blennerhinet, Knigbt 
George TretilliM, Eiq. 

1639 Sir ^illitm Wraj. Knight ead Baronet. 
George Rawdon, Eaq. 

1661 William Knight. Eeq. la Legibus eruditus. 
Henry DaTys, Eeq. 

1695 Hon. Charles Chichester. 
James Macartney, Esq. 

1703 William Cra0*ord, merchant 

William Cairnes, of Dublin, merchant. 

1709 William Crafford, merchant. 

Samuel Ogle, Esq. in plaea «f W. Cairnes, deceased. 

1713 Robert Moore, Esq. 

Antony Atkinson, Esq. 

1715 Hon. Capel Moore. 

George fifacartney, Esq» 

J5y another ImtetUwft* 
Hon. John Itchingham Chichester. 
George Maeartaey, Esq. 



1721 George Macartney, JQso. 
George Macartney, Junior. 

Hon. J. I. Chichester, deceased. 



I Macartney, Jvnior. Esq. in place of the 



1725 George Macartney, Esq. 

Hon. John Chichester, in place of G. Macartney, 
Esq, deceased. 

1727 Hon. Dsfid John Barry« 
George Macartney, Esq. 
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1745 Gcorgs BCMtrtatj, Eiq. 
Hon. John GliicbctUr. 

1747 George MacarUiey, Esq. 
WilUam Mweartmej^ Esq. 

1757 Wllluim Macartnej. Esq. 

Hon. Arthur Barry, in Ibe room of Q, Macari- 

17«1 Hon. John Cblcbcater 
John Ludlbffd, Esq. 

1759 Hon. Hrary Skcfliogton. 
George Hamilton, Esq. 

1776 Hon. Henry SkdSngton. 
Barry TelTcrtoa, Esq. 

1777 Hon. Henry Skeffington, 

Alexander Crooksbank, Esq.. in the room of Barry 
YeWenoo, who made bis election for ibe coun. 
ty nnd town of Carrickfergus. 

1784 Hon. Henty Skeffington. 
Hon. Jeeqph Heeric 

1791 Hon. Henry Skeffington. 
Sir WiUiam Godfrey. 

1797 Right Hon. Lord Spencer Cblcbester. 
George Ckookahank, Esq 

1798 G«orge Crooksbank, Esq. 
Alexander Hamilton, Esq. 

1800 Edward May, Esq. 

J<An Congreve, junior, Esq. 

1801 Edward May. Esq. 
1814 Sir Stephen May. 
1818 Arthur Chichestef, E«q. 
18S0 Earl of IMfiMt. 
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APPENDIX. 



No. II. 



tAstofihe Sop^eigns of Belfast^fram 1613 to the 
present time. 



leiSTboBMVeMy 

16U John WUlou|}d)j. 
1015 Janet Burr. 
1019 aune. 

1617 CarewHart 

1618 2 

1619 < 
1680 
IMl 

1689 Edward Bolmea. 
1683 Same; 

16M 
t 1685 
l£6 Bdward HobMi. 
1687 carew Hart 
IttS Edward HolnflL 
1680 

IKCT Tbf^tnjia BrmELttcn. 

IrtlT Henry 1^ .Siji^l™. 

lir*i Saitftf, 

M^ John ^Vftlkcr. 

lea* Hmry U* Sftuirt. 
IMO John HAd^lock. 
TMt 'Hnimju FLirTii>|^iiL 
J^irt 'l^amAti StpTennra. 

IftW ItolM?rt Frwiif T 
Ifil^ WUltara r^athai. 
IttWl Jnlin AjIi. 
Wn Iluifli Doake. 
Jftirt IttJbort FtMier, 
]fHil (Ti-t^rpc Mint in. 

IflSk 8amt', 

MIIB Thomai Warring. 

lOBS Samei 

MM Thomas Theaker. 

H55 John Leathea. 

I6S6 tlioaus Warring. 

1667 WUUam LeatbM 

1696 Sane, 

IfiBOSaau}. 

1600 Fnndff Moeke. 



1^ John iljdelcr 

!SS? 9^Pt*>^ Gconrc Mflortney. 

irajfl Thomfli Warring, 

16fiij bSime. 

IWrr K<War4 Rcynctlj. 

Ififtl Same. '" 

Jfrro WilliaTu Warrkia 

■ ! ' W4l«tt. 

1075 Hugh Eocln. 

J2S C*Pt- G«a BCacartney. 

1677 Same. 

1678 Same. 

1679 &Lme. 

1680 sCme 

Iflil Francis Tlielford. 
1689 Lewis Thomson. 
I6B3 John Hamiltoii 

1084 Same. ' 

1085 Thomas Knox. 

1689 Captain fiobcrt Leather 

1087 Same. 

1088 Same. 
1080 Same. 
I0DD Same. 

1601 WUUam Lockard. 

1688 James Macartney was Sorefdgn 
this year, but was remored« not 
heing quaUfled aocording to the 
ftntiitg. 

i|gwuu«c«wr«4 

1C97 EarlofDonegatt. 

1608 "**®^ I^«he». I>eputy. 

16H0 Capt DaTid Smith 

ITno Same ^ 

1701 Oaorge Blacartner. 

17U8 John Chalmert. 

1703 Darid Buttle. 



o 2 
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1^ TktiA Buttle. RarigMd the lod 
not being quAlUM ta7 the Teit 
Act, when O. Macartney wae 



X 



1W 

1706 
1707 
ITQB 
17W 
1710 
1711 
171S 
1713 
1714 
1715 
1716 
1717 
1718 
1710 
}7« 
17S1 
17« 
170 



Oeoiie MMtttner. 




Henry Ellia. 
Robert Le ByHi 
Henry EUu. 

tweeiitiSeDonegdl PuBUy and 
theB aigmM there wa« no So. 
verekgn thia year, but by.mu. 
tual ag ieeme nt G. Macartney, 

Mi^dea Macartney: Died In 
oince, when N. Byrtt wa« dect. 

Nathaniel Byrtt: Died In office, 
whm Jauea Macartney iras 



17M 
1785 



179S James MaeartiMy. 
1797 John Chigrtoo^. 
17» r 



1790 TliomM & 

1790 John DuS 

I7S1 Arthur Byrtt 

1739 John Ougstdne. 

ITSSaaae. 

17M Bctert Le Byitt 

1785 Bame. 

1738 1- 

1737 1 

173B I 

1730 Bobeit Le Byrtt 



1741 John DoC 

1748 1labartLelhrrtt 

1744 Arthur Byr&. 

1745 r 

1746 I 

1747 John Duff 

1748 MaxgetaonSaunden. 
1740 Geofge Macartney. 
1790 Same. 

1751 Saue. 

1798 Arthur Brrtt 

1788 John Du#: died In o 

1764 Margetaon Oaun 

1755 Stewart Banks. 

1796 Sameb 

1797 Arthur Byrtt. 



17S81 

ITSB Oeoige Macartney* 



i7«ir 

1765 George Macartney. 
1764aaBae» 
ITSSSaaae. 

1766 Stewart Banka. 

1797 George Macartney/ 
1T6B BaaM. 
176» Jamea Hamlkon. 
1790 Stephen Havon. 
1771 Stewart Banks. 
ITti Sbem ThonsiMon. 

1773 JamcaLawla. 

1774 George Black. 

1775 Samob 
ITTCSaase. 
17n James Leiis. 

1778 Stewart Banks. 

1779 i 
17801 
ITBir 

1788 Geoigelttack. 
1788 Same. 
17U Samuel VlmM* 
1786 Oeone Black. 

1786 Rev.^lUam Bristoif. 

1787 Same 

1788 Saaae. 

1780 Samud Bbdu ^ 

1790 Rev. Vnmam Briatow* 

1791 Same. 

1799 Same. 

1703 Sune. 

1704 Same. 
1706 Sam^ 
17S6 Samob 

17B7 John BrotM: 

1798 Ber. Wm. Bristow. 
1790 John Brown. 

1800 Same. 
lOOftSaase. 

1808 Arthur Chichester. 

1808 Bdwaid May, M. P. 

180«Same. 

1806Sameb 

1806 a«»yi- . 

18(^7 Ber- Edward May. 

1808 SaoM. 

1800 Edward May, M. P. 

1810 Same. 

1811 Her. Edward May. 
1818 TlionSas Temer. 

1813 Same. 

1814 Same. 
1816 Same 

1816 Rer. Edward May. 

1817 TTioa. Ludford Stewaif.' 
1618 Same* 

1810 TliomasVemcr. 

1890 1 

1891 I 
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APPENDIX^ 



No. III. 



Amount qf the Cu$tom0y Impants and Eupp^ta of 
BetfaH. , 

In 1800, the Cmtonit of i In 1808, the Custons of 

this Fort amouDted to «ff 63,668 { this Port amouQtad to jffSI 8, 1 il 

In 1801 189,814} In 1809, 485.174 

In 180S, 270,484] In 1810, 831,825 

In 1808 201,180 I In 181!/ 844,449 

In 1805, ,, 228.645 I In 1814, 578,721 

In 1806 207,882 I In 1820, 806,265 

In 1807, 520,981 | fn 1821 <^. 586,709 



Tbs following List has been procured ftom tho printad weekly 
neoonnU of the ImporU an^ Bzporta of Belfast. It n ill probably be 
found the annual aTorage return of the last three yeers, baTing been 
collected indiscriminately from the ' Mereantde Journals of 1819, 
1 820 and 1821. Inquiry has been madf as to the correctness of the 
returns of free goods, and as linen and provisions, the principal ex. 
ports of Belfast, are of this description, some care has been tetcen to 
rectify any errors which might arise in consequence. It is impos- 
aible, boweter, to be strictly precise in matters of this kind ; but the 
list is sufficiently particular to show the very great balance of trade 
which remains in farour of t^is town. Though the goods here enu< 
inerated are the principal a^ttdes of import and export, there is a 
yast f ariety of other merchapdise of a more fluctuating or unimpor- 
unt nature which haf been necessarily omitted. 

IMPORTS. 
5.985 Bhds. > 

507 Tierces C Sugar. 

754 Barrels) 
9,659 Bales of Cotton WooL 
5,455 Ditto Alicant Barilla. 

585 Tons Sicily ditto. 
5,811 Casks of Pot and Peail Ashes. 
2,726 Ditto Tallow. 

545 Hogsheads of Tobacco, 
8,850 ChcsUofTea. 
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Sj07t Tom of (Ml Bv k. 
9,851 Ditto Bock SiOt. 
764,997 BtMwm. 

489,816 Dadi and Deal Ends, BiAteiif ftod Batten Endk 
15,685 Ffoeei of American TUnber, 
1.808 Barrab of Bonn. 
1»I57 Ditto Tar. 
8,684 Ho«dieada (firom 5th Jnlj, 1881« to Mh Jnlj, 

188S)of Fbuuaed. 
74,850 Tons of Coals. 
1,460 Ditto Bar and Bolt ) j^^ 
665 Ditto Pig J *""• 

1 8,008 Bandies of Nail Bod I ^.^ 
7,8M Bandies of Hoop J *^^- 

lj85S}"*«-^ 
9,851 Bandies of Spanisli Cane Reeds. 
8,445,810 Slates. 

489 Crates, Hhds. &e. of Hardware. 
1,649 Ditto Earthenware. 
1,965 Skips, Bales, he, of Cotton Tarn. 

185 Puncheons of Bum. 

836 Pipes of Spanish Red Wino. 

188 Ditto Fort Wine. 

118 Ditto Cape Madeira Wine. 

BXPORT& 

17,5<S6,000 Tarda of Linen Ooth. 

*S'!o!SKrlBacon. 
8,186 Hhds. \ 
88,488 Barrels of Pork. 
5,088 Tiorces, &c of Beef and Por^ 
9,948 Barreli^ ftc. of Beef. 
76,184 Fhrklns of Butter. 
4,614 Casks of Lard. 
5^455 Tons (^ Salt. 
1,666 Bales of Flax. 
5,588 Boxes of Soep. 
8,818 Ditto Candles. 
4,855 Hides. 
1,165 Dosen Calf Skins. 
8,996 Tons Wheat. 
883 Ditto Oats. 
187,891 Yards of Muslin. 
850 Bales of Paper. 
138 Casks of Starch; 
116 Ditto of Vegetdble G urn. 
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No. IV. 



Pepulaium 4f Be^t. 



CMtle Sirett 60 

High Street 

^anqvcr (ivaj and 

King Street 18 

Itfariborough Street 9 
Princee Street ... 87 
Back Lane h Prln- 

cetcour^ S7 

Weigh Hquee l«ne 95 
Forest Lepe .l','.,m 49 
Lower Cli^rc^ Xane 41 
CpleS Allej ...... 19 

Porter's Court abl 

Haiiiiltoo*e''Coart S 
Pottiogora. Eiitiy 34 

Joj'f Entry 17 

Joj'f Court .^••^..•. 8 
Wiiaon't Sntiy ••••.. 28 

Crown Entry. •• 14 

Qjain*B Entry ...... 2 

Anne Street '• 104 

Com marliet 26 

M'Cutcheon's Entry 8 
PooaldM>n*e Entry 14 
Upper Church Lane 12 
Telfair'i Entry ...... 18 

Coonej's Court ... 18 
William Street South 18 

G«orge*t IfBoe • 4 

Thomas's Cou^ 11 

Poultry Square 10 

Arthur Street 24 

Cattla Lane • 14 



SOUTH DISTRICT. 








M«ie.Fflm. 


HouMi. lfale.Feni. 


148 194 


Hammond*a Court... 


6 


88 


26 


312 559 


Castle Place 


4 

8 


13 
6 


II 




Calendar Street 


6 


09 42 


Bbn^l Place — 


83 


96 


165 


42 48 


Fountain Lane ••• 


i 


€ 


4 


140 180 


Founuin Street V^ 


i8 


tl 


28 




South MewB 


1 

9 


1 
84 


9 


76 €6 


Queen Street ;,..,«.. 


80 


BS 103 


Jacobaon's'Cotth ... 


6 


11 


9 


148 116 


Water Street ...;..-«.. 


2 


9 


4 


116 130 


KingStrek ......... 


29 


75 101 


53 47 


Magee's Entry ..l.i. 


21 


81 


27 






73 


68 


13 "^23 


M'Kiostryrs Entry 


16 


45 


52 


91 100 


LetticeLaoe 


59 163 170 


S5 45 


Ball's Court ......... 


9 


17 


14 


3 9 


Donaldson's Entry 


3 


17 


9 


71 73 


Diet's Entry ..1 


4 


8 


18 


28 42 


Barrack Street 


78 309 338 


4 7 


Kennedy's Entiy ••• 


5 


13 


20 


272 354 


Hamilton Court. 


5 


5 


S 


70 63 


Murphy's Row 

Pouud Street .: 


6 


10 


7 


15 16 


26 


79 


80 


32 41 


Orange Row 


19 


?i9 


33 


20 39 


CollegeSquare North 


7 


30 


33 


54 50 


Academ. Institution 




83 


20 


39 42 


College Square South 


2 


7 


9 


47 70 


House of Correction 




27 


18 


21 20 


Wellington Place ... 


8 


40 


66 


41 31 


Donegall Square 








33 32 


Korth 


9 
8 
9 


21 
24 
15 


48 


54 113 


Ditto East 


46 


S3 40 


Ditto South 


24 
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HouMi. MaicFMB. 

Ditto W«lt 14 6 

WdlingtoB LuM... 5 9 18 

CbichcitOT Straei .^99 56 100 

Upptr Arthur Straat 15 99 54 

MoDtgomtry Strict 9 5 8 

OiMt Edwurd 8tr««t 9 98 50 

CroBUck atTMt 54 59 69 

Upptr ChicbeiCsr 

Stnct .•.•••••••..••. 8 8 .4 

Arrott'i LuM...*..... 9 89 95 

Croniack Lum > 9 10 9 

Maj Street 7 90 19 

Total HoiiMt«»...«957^ 



Maeanlfj*! LaM ••• 5 
BoBbar Iqurt •••••• 4 

Market Lane ••••..•.• 90 

narket Ouee !«■••••••• 96 

Marj Street Sooth... 5 
Seott ■ Row •••••.••• 8 

HenrfetU Street. .... 4 

Bamilton Fbce 4 

Graee Street......... 19 

RoMeU Street 9 

Subuifae 167 



H 19 

70 ko4 
75 104 

8 Jf 

9 It 
5 7 
8 IQ 

14 68 

5 7 

480 475 



Bridge Street ••••.. 
leering Street •••.*• 
Line Kila Doek and 

Store Lane 

CbfBter Lane 

OonaldMrn^sEntry ... 
Quay Lan^ •••••'• ••• 
Bhie Bell Entry and 

Ellyow Lane • 

MltcheU*e Entry ..- 

Skipper Street and 

JGfogar Honte Entry 

Bank Lane ;........ 

«m ^treet ...; 

fmnmptdil Court & 

ElUot Court '. 

Cotton Court. 

Mary Street 

Tomb Street 

Bradford Square. • .«• 

Tomb's Quay 

Corporation Ground 
little Patriek Street 

James's Street 

Blak^ly'sRow.; 

Corporatiofi Street... 

Henry Street • 

Corbitt*s Row 

Little Patrick Street 
Entry off ditto .1..'^^ 
Patrick Street......... 

Entry off ditto 

Graham's Row ...... 

Patrick's Lane ...... 

Covent Garden ..••.. 
Tennent*8 Court. 



MaleaM...»4401--->«»Feinalea...»..51 18 



NOSTH.BA9T DISTRICT. 



19 49 S6 

SO 157 160 

11 85 55 

91 74 74 

f \0 6 

18 44 51 

97 69 81 
9 98 85 

98 66 86 
84 98 109 
97 89 89 

81 95 8^ 

d If 9 

19 61 53 
90 88 61 
18 48 86 

8 16 15 

8 11 7 

8 8 10 

88 91 98 

18 30 41 

4 5 15 

8 6 18 

5 17 16 
69 906 948 

5 11 14 

^4 196 161 

'5 19 16 

10 98 40 

9 95 88 
S 9 ii 
3 11 9 



Fsttcrson's Row ... 14 
Little York Street... 90 

Green Street 68 

Hooscs off ditto § 

Willie's (^ne 15 

Kennedy's Row a^ 

Houses adjoining 16 
M*Meekan's£ntry or 

John's Court ..••'•• 19 
Miller's Entry ...... 8 

Crawford's Row.'....* 10 

Trafalgar Street 17 

Houses off ditto ••• 6 

Nfle l^trset.....; 6 

Houses off ditto. 6 

Boyd's Court. 6 

Ellen's Coiirt.. ;. 7 

Gordon Street - ...... 48 

Grattan Street and ' 

Housee in the rear 99 
Mooney's Entry...... 14 

Nelson Street..*. 88 

Talbot Street and 

Housee in the tear 58 

Johnny's Entry 9 

Morrow's Entry ... 17 
Upper Green Street 9 
Brady's Row ...•••... 19 
utoDcn iKrvn«« ••••••• aro 

Edwani Street ...... 46 

Little ditto 5 

Henry's Square 19 

Academy Street 49 

Rear of ditto II 

Jamee^ Place... •.*.•• 5 
Browa's Row......... 6 



89 


49 


69 


7S 


170 185 


7 


16 


1^ 


51 


69 


?l 


88 


98 


is 


19 


49 


48 


19 


4i 


15 


16 


It 


19 


11 


14 


18 


15 


18 


95 


111 


198 


984 954 


18 


89 


116 169 


158 996 


91 


97 


59 


68 


89 


88 


84 


84 


88 


80 


J58 


169 


17 


96 


98 


98 


198 1^1 


97 


80 


7 


18 


18 


98 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



HOOMI. 

Cartels Strcfi. 15 

Rev •r ditto 7 

Baini's Court 4 

Clarke*! Lane and 
. houses in the rear 15 
Corr's Lane ..»•••••• 17 

Cazion Street 44 

Academj Court 6 

iTork Street 81 

William's Row ...... 16 

Rear of ditto 5 

Geo#ge*8 Court 5 

York Lnie IS 

Frederick Street ••• IS 
LaAcaster 4krcet,dino 



Ma]e.Ffm. 


39 


50 


25 


17 


21 


17 


67 


67 


30 


44 


142 


148 


15 


16 


35 


60 


52 


64 


21 


15 


26 


91 


27 


23 


29 


48 



adjoining. 82 157 212 

Total Hoaaaf......l779- Males. 



HOUMI. 

ThooMMi'^IiaM&Crt 11 
ThomaaV9lr(»sC«— • 1^ 

Union Ptaea, Itf 

King's Court and 

houses adjoining I^ 
Creorge*s jS^reei ..•,.^ lO 
Carrickfergiis Street. 

and Houses in the 

rearofit..^..«.....« 72 
Chichester Ctuay ••• <» 
Fe^er Hospitel and 

Dispensary 

Ptoor House and In* 

' firmary 

Inrafitvy Barrack ••• • 

ArtUlery ditto. 

Sabnrba 129 



llale.Fem. 
24 28 
14 2S 
8^ ^4 

30 37 
21 32 



US 269 

27 52 

165 182 

S42 116 

13 3 

399 497 



.5286- 



-Fenudea. 5936 



MOttTH'WBgr DICTRICI'. 



1>dnfega1l Strefft 86 225 323 

Uttld ditto €3 210 245 

Thdtdson Court 10 16 14 

CbUlth Street i 18 89 54 

Johh Street 55 144 159 

Unidn Street 61 193 240 

BerryhiU^s Court ... 4 8 11 

Birch Latte i 13 ^6 53 

Stephen's Row 7 33 33 

Charles Street. 29 99 128 

Mustard Street 84 288 328 

William Street .••••• 42 121 151 

Long Lane.. ••••. 13 43 46 

Margaret Street. 48 142 176 

Carrick Hill Street 172 507 526 
BrumsBond's Court 22 73 75 

Tayk>r's Row 10 81 33 

M*Adam's Court ... 10 26 33 
liOdge Lane .....i... 54 145 143 

Peter's Hill 106 267 246 

Brown Square W^ftt 57 183 166 

Ditto South 51 172 205 

Gardener Street. 45 141 143 

Mitchell's Row 35 122 129 

Korth Street 183 501 538 

law's Court 7 13 23 

Mattear's Cottrt..;..4 l2 28 50 

Allen's Entry 6 7 19 

Wright's ditto •••••• 5 10 9 

M'Craa's ditto «.. .. 7 11 12 

HIea'a Entry M*..«... 5 12 16 



Snugborragh Entry 5 11 12 
Stormont's ditto .*. 9 16 16 

Soffern's ditto 7 17 25 

Round ditto 20 60 73 

Keenan's Row 7 10 10 

Wilson's Row 8 21 87 

Graham's Entry...... 24 68 69 

Orr's Entry 10 Mi 82 

Wine Celbr ditto .r. 8 17 13 

Castle Court 6 20 29 

Caddell's Entry 28 91 79 

Legg's Lane 9 13 16 

Rosemary Street 45 72 102 

Hercules Street 103 266 292 

Fulton's Entry ..•••• 7 16 17 
Kennedy's Entry, 

No. 1 i... 18 43 44 

Ditto. Ho. 2 4U 14 59 47 

Bell's Bknr 23 76 80 

Charlemont Row ... 30 105 119 

New Row 17 36 43 

Btock's Court. 63 125 170 

Forcade' Entry •••..* t5 58 66 
Hudson's ditto .«..• ^5 168 161 
Berry Siteet ......... 45 105 137 

Chapel Lane .......^^ 24 64 44 

Mill Street 63 142 201 

Marquis Street 32 107 144 

West Street ......... ^2 125 152 

Smithfleld Square ... 56 172 182 
Dalton's Entry 8 17 20 
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FraDcif SCraet S2 54 72 

Wine Titmh Street 49 175 196 
Ditto Coort ».....;.. 9 14 24 

Samiid Str«M. 91 12$ |16 

X^w'i Entry ^2 46 71 

Gragg'sRow SB 181 140 

llilia«ld Street T67 449 508 

Hunter's Court 5 15 15 

Tate's Court .;...,... 7 SO 25 
Tenner's ditto... •••... 14 59 57 



M'Muter's Court... ID 
Swe^ s Entvy •••«;•' TCX 

Magoe^s Atto ;.. . 7 

Ferguson's Cooit ••• 9 

Mill deni Side i 16 

Hal/peony's Entry... 14 
Aleiander's Row ... 7 
Boomer's Pleoef ... 15^ 
^buibe •••••••;..*;...I69 



16 %, 

47 « 
455 484 



Total Houses 2746 Males......7667 — -Fenuaei*«....871i 



Gaako ToiAfll 

«7099<^-^Malee.M...l7,554 Fenalok*.— 16,76? 

Total Make aad Females. 57,117. 



It will be seen by the pracading eonaeC census [of Belfast, wbkh 
was' taken thia yaar, tbat the populatioa of the town may now bo- 
reckoned at least forty thousand, Ballymacanett, generally supposed 
Indeed to be mora than equivalent to the difference, not being indvd-' 
ed in the fbragoiog tablo. It will likewise be percei?ed, that from 
names having been lately given to aome small rows or lanes, the 
number of streeU, entries, ]sne% quays^ &c appears considerably 
grsatar than that wbicb has been mentioned in the text, but the, quan- 
tity thera fixed on» via. 150, nearly mcludaa aH pf any consaqoanoe 
or Importance. . . 
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APPENDIX. 



No. V. 



Account of the proposed Bridge to connect the 
Counties of Down and Antrim^ at Belfast. 

SiKCK die preceding ptges were sent to press, • drawing of tbe 
proposed New Bridge to cross the Lag so at Belfast has been procured ; 
tbe plan and estimate of which are the production of that experienced 
engineer, David Looav, Esq. who is at present employed in conduct- 
ing the Government works at Donagbadee Harbour. For the grati- 
fication of the public, it has been thought suitable and necessary to 
give a correct representation and a brief account of the intended 
Bridge, with such other information as maj shew the state in whicJi 
the matter at present rest*. 

It is proposed (as will be perceived by referring to the plate) that 
the Bridge shall consist of five arches of cut stone, each 58 feet 
apan and 9 feet 8 inches above high water mark ; the piers to be 9 
feet 8 inches each ; the abutments and wing walls 90 feet ; making, 
together, 418 feet 8 inches in length ; the width at the entrance to 
be 60 feet, and within the walls 30 feet, allowing five feet on each 
aide for flagged footways. An ornamental plan of these dimensions, 
estimated at 3^26,000, or, if plain, to cost a^23,000. was submitted to 
the County of Antrim Grand Jury at the last Summer Assices, who 
entirely approved of tbe former (that which is here engraved), on 
the principle of establishing tolls to defray the expense of it. 
They accordingly appointed a deputation to wait on the Gentlemen 
of the Down Grand Jury, to procure their concurrence and assist- 
tance, and to furnish any other explanations which might be required. 
But the latter, having it in contemplation to expend a very large 
sum (about 4^60,000) in the erection of a new gaol, rather declined 
to lay, at present, any additional burthen on their county. As seve- 
ral of them also objected to the mode of fixing a toll on the 
Bridge, even for a limited time, it was satisfactorily shewn, that a 
trifling rate (less than that of the turnpikes in the neighbourhood of 
Belfau) on carriages, carts, and horses, would, in a very few yeark. 
defray tbe entire cos^ of the proposed structure ; or if tbe Gentlemen 
of Down shall finally determine against raising the expense of build* 
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ing the Bridge by • toll, they can levy it in tlie ordinary way, by an 
acreable aaaeesment, which, it is well known, would not add one 
halfpenny an acre to the eotnmon rates of the CoDnties, and that only 
for a few years, the gross sum being procured from the Counties in 
the first insunce. 

TirsaK is no doubt, therefore, that the increasing neceauty of the 
measure, the approval and recommendation of this plan, by so intel- 
ligent a body as the County of Antrim Grand Jury, and the judi^ 
cious method which is suggested of meeting the eipense, will have 
a <torlous and speedy influence in removing any prtjudices or ob- 
stacles that may remain, among the inhabitants of the County of 
Down. The utmost satisfaction also must be evinced at the judg- 
ment and propriety that have been displayed in selecting the site, 
which has been fixed on. about S80 yards to the south of the old Long 
Bridge, opening into Chichester Street, Donegall Square and Wel- 
lington Place, all of which form one continued street, eighty feet in 
breadth, terminated by the College, having nine avenues leading to 
different parts of the body of the town, exclusively of several others 
to ttie southward, and capable of affording, therefore, to the greatest 
crowds, the utmost safety and the most complete accommodation. It 
must be acknowledged that the present line of approach has none of 
these advantages, but, on the contrary, that the direct, and almost 
the only entrance from it, is one of the oldest and narrowest streets 
in the town, so that if ifr should be continued, either by building a 
new Bridge in the same situation, or altering the old, tie inconve- 
nience and danger au often wiuplnhnfd of and no often experienced, 
will not be in the least diminished, as it would probably be altogether 
impracticable to increase the breadth of the street alluded to, or 
those which lead from it. 



ERRATA. 



In p. 13, L 19. for " where" re^ «• wsie " I Quay" read *• Costom Hoofe Quay. • 
In p. flO, L 15, for " pusposei" read " pur. I In g. 103, 1. 16, for « Bladuaff" rod 

'lap. 94,' I. 4, and side note, fbr '* Hanover | In p. IM, 1. 0, for *< c 
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